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GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

by George Hayduke 

This ultimate work in do-it-yourself justice makes other harassment books look like a 
Sunday school picnic. You'll never again have to “grin and bear it" when inconsider¬ 
ate creeps do you dirty. Learn how to get even when you’re wronged by an enemy, 
victimized by a credit card company, or ripped off by any menacing organization. 
Here is a manual written by a master of revenge whose wisdom will put you on top of 
any situation where you used to feel helpless. Methods of revenge range from simple 
pranks to sophisticated techniques of devastation. Knowing these ingenious tactics 
of veteran tricksters, you’ll gain new respect for yourself. You’ll never again feel like a 
powerless underdog. Of course this is for entertainment purposes only! 5V& x 8Vi, 
hardcover, 190 pp. $11.95 
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close-up photos show every detail of his favorite tech¬ 
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ces, zeroing, sight picture, hip shooting, night shooting 
assault courses, modifying yourhandgun. clearing jams, 
multiple targets, speed draws, reloading, and much 
more. 5V5 x 8V5. softcover. illus., 148 pp. $8.95 
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few complete, hardcover studies 
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meditation, mind clouding, and 
much more. A riveting, all-new 
selection. 5Vir x 8V5. hardcover, 200 
photos, 168 pp. $18.95 
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"clean slate?" With New I.D. In America, you can trade in 
your old identity for a new start. Here is a step-by-step 
guide to precisely creating a totally new person—to hav¬ 
ing a birth certificate, passport, driver’s license, Social 
Security number—all you need for breaking from your 
past. This is a 1983, all-new book, not another bungling 
guide to forging bogus papers! Now you can create a 
whole new business or personal identity—without fear of 
exposure. This is your chance! Grab it 5V5 x 8Vi. soft- 
cover, illus, 120 pp. $10.00 



LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY 

by Dr. Bruce Clayton 
Who will survive the nuclear war 
that many experts predict is com¬ 
ing? Life After Doomsday tells you 
how to survive such a radioactive 
nightmare Includes eye-opening 
information about shelters, food 
storage, home medical techniques, 
survival psychology, and shelter 
defense. 8'6xi i, hardcover, charts, 
drawings, photos, 180 pp $19.95 


BARE KILLS 

by Oscar Diaz-Cobo 

Bare Kills is based on the principle that a properly trained 
man is a living weapon. Oscar Diaz-Cobo has deve¬ 
loped a dynamic training course on how to fight using 
disabling chokes and blows, efficient sentry removal 
techniques, and specialized weapons kills. Graphic pho¬ 
tos and separate chapters provide step-by-step instruc¬ 
tion on how to reach peak psychological and physical 
conditioning. 5V£ x 3%, softcover, photos, 160 pp. $10.00 
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by Bradley Steiner 
Tells the true story of how profes¬ 
sional kilters go about their busi¬ 
ness. Of special interest is a com¬ 
plete Dim Mak anatomy chart with 
time reference guide, published 
here in English for the first time. 
Contents include: vital points, 
edged weapons, handguns, and 
unarmed killing techniques. For 
informational purposes only! 5Vi x 
8Vi. softcover. illus., 112 pp. $10.00 


US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

1982 edition of the finest military medical handbook we 
have ever seen! The U.S. Army Special Forces are known 
to train the world's most accomplished medics, and this 
book is the reason why. It has everything: 400 pages of 
comprehensive info on disease diagnosis and treatment, 
emergency war surgery, drugs and doses, emergency 
paramedical skills, plus big sections on pediatrics, ob¬ 
stetrics, orthopedics, emergency dental treatment, and 
much, much more. Every survival library must have this 
book! 4x7, softcover, illus., 400 pp. $14.95 



SURVIVAL POACHING 

by Ragnar Benson 
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wild game under any circumstan¬ 
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mink, muskrat, trout, salmon, 
grouse, pheasant, ducks, and 
dozens more. Includes detailed 
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useful selection. 5% x 8Vi, 250 pp„ 
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ton 1100 semiautb into a selective-fire assault shotgun 
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detailed manual has over 70 close-up photos, machin¬ 
ist’s drawings, and full scale templates. The conversion 
process retains all original parts (except for safety) and 
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are required. Equipped with a ten-shot magazine and 
assault stock, your full auto 1100 will be a survivalist's 
shotgun without peer. 9 x 12, illus,, softcover, 88 pp. 

$ 12.00 
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535 pp. $14.98 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

NRA ANNUAL MEETINGS, 7 MAY 1983 

T HE National Rifle Association has shut some doors in the last few 
years, but it has opened some, too. The NRA unplugged its free 
legislative action line, fumbled the ball on the Volkmer-McClure Bill, 
gave all the power that was worth having to the Executive Vice-President 
and fired Neal Knox. But, it also beat California’s Proposition 15 
(perhaps through no fault of its own), opened voting for Executive Vice- 
President to Life Members and may have trebled the voting rolls by giving 
five-year NRA veterans the same voting rights as Life Members. 

We are excited about the idea that the private gun-owner who has had 
five years’ continuous membership in the National Rifle Association can 
have something more to say about the way the NRA is run. We like this 
extension of the franchise. It makes a lot of sense in principle, and will 
work for all of us in the NRA. 

Making tens of thousands of members eligible to vote will tend to 
correct the NRA’s executive problem of not responding to membership. 
Myriad new voters who stand outside of the same old NRA gossip, log¬ 
rolling and throat-slitting will also make it harder for any small group to 
seize or hold control of the policy-making bodies. 

Let’s hope that this new right will not go the way of women’s suffrage 
or the teen vote when these groups turned out in such low numbers that 
they hardly affected elections. You have to use your vote for it to matter 
and this doesn’t mean the Directors* election alone. If an NRA member of 
five years’ standing can transport himself to Scottsdale, Ariz., on 7 May 
1983 he can vote on bylaws just the same as a Benefactor. 

This is a lot more important than it seems, since the voting members 
at the NRA Annual Meetings number in the hundreds. With the new rules 
on voting members, ordinary Annual Members could impose their popular 
will on any possible number of Life Members just by mobilizing the NRA 
membership of the Gila River valley. It is a great opportunity for the man 
who swings a hammer, pumps gas or drives a truck to make his weight 
felt in a game that has belonged to those rather better off than most 
of us. 

The only problem with that kind of turnout is that most voters won’t 
know the names or the issues involved in an NRA Annual Meeting, and 
this is a particularly sensitive year. The head of the Institute for 
Legislative Action was fired because he was doing his job too well, the 
NRA leadership is in Washington playing footsie with Bob Dole and Dole 
with Ted Kennedy, and a few months ago the Executive Vice-President 
offered to quit if the Federation for the National Rifle Association would 
help return the election of his office to the Directors. 

If you haven’t made the NRA a second job this must sound compli¬ 
cated, but there is a way to have it all made simple: Get a copy of the 
Gazette of the Federation for the NRA. It’s free, it’s short and it’s written 
by the people who brought you the direct election of the NRA’s Executive 
Vice-President. All you have to do is write to: John Bartholemew, 4815 
Milam, Houston, TX 77006 or Bill Pace, 10062 Larston, Houston, TX 
77055. If you don’t get your copy in the mail before 7 May 1983, look for 
it at the Annual Meeting. The Gazette will be there to tell you who the 
people are, what they are and what the bylaws mean. If you want to make 
contact with SOF and the FFNRA before the convention, write to me, Bob 
Brown, Dept. NRA, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

Most important, though, is to get to the meetings and stay there. Most 
of the members leave each session by the middle of the afternoon, and 
that is when much of the dirty work is done by the small number of well- 
organized politicos who help the NRA become something other than what 
you want. If you read SOF, you probably can vote at the Annual Meetings. 
See you there. 

— Robert K. Brown 
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FLAK 


G unning 

FOR 180 ..: 

Sirs: 

I am writing you a testimonial letter on 
the AM 180 M2 submachine gun, or 
should I say an untestimonial letter. I am 
the proud sucker of the above-mentioned 
weapon. 

I read an old article in SOF (Winter 
’77). Your article is the only one that 
comes close to the truth. Your moderately 
heavy (five-pound) trigger pull is more 
like 15 pounds. I have broken one selec¬ 
tor, one bolt spring guide, one bolt spring, 
three extractors, one 16-inch barrel and 
one 9-inch barrel. 

Considering that 1 haven’t yet fired 
20,000 rounds, I find the weapon unac¬ 
ceptable. Every time I take the weapon 
out to shoot, something breaks. When the 
extractor breaks in the middle of a fire 
Fight, this could mean instant death. I 
have seen plenty of Remingtons explode, 
throwing the back of the case out and in¬ 
juring the shooter’s leg. 

Also the bolt spring guide is designed 
incorrectly. To make the weapon cheaper, 
the manufacturers chose to use a spring 
clip to keep the bolt spring guide from go¬ 
ing too far into the rear of the receiver. It 
should have been machined instead. 

I have also found that warranty service 
is sadly lacking. 

I feel that the kind of breakage that I 
have experienced negates the effectiveness 
of the 177 rounds. An ill-timed jam is a 
great way to visit all of your dear departed 
friends. 

Robert Roy 
Hartville, Wyoming 
Right on. Right on. Right on. The 
American 180 was one gigantic error from 
concept to execution. The supposed justi¬ 
fication for a submachine gun in caliber 
.22 LR is a paper fantasy. Poorly fabri¬ 
cated and subject to continual and as¬ 
tounding varieties of malfunctions , the 
American 180 deserves only a swift, not- 
so-decent burial among the mountain of 
other firearms gaffes. It will receive no 
footnote in the history of small arms. —- 
Peter Kokalis , Military Small Arms Editor 


LEGANT 

RESPONSE FROM ALASKA ... 

Sirs: 

Robert Elegant’s article was outstand¬ 
ing, intellectually satisfying and long over¬ 
due. It is a tribute to Robert K. Brown’s 
shaping and growth of SOF that SOF be 
the publisher of this, and in turn, it is a 
sad commentary on the state of the classic 
or traditional 4 ‘intellectual” and “ideas” 
magazines that it not appear there, but 
rather in SOF. 

Elegant has only eloquently and with 
factual detail stated what I felt through¬ 
out the Vietnam War: that print and video 
media published a limited, altered and ed¬ 
itorialized version of the truth. They — 
the reporters — violated every tenet 
taught to me by my old high school jour¬ 


nalism teacher, and in the process, cost 
me the ability to believe anything read or 
seen: “If a reporter wrote or said it, it 
probably didn’t happen, or didn’t happen 
quite that way.” Which in turn is a con¬ 
siderable and outrageous reduction in 
standards from that expected of this 
average high school journalist. 

I do have one minor complaint. While 
Elegant separates himself from the rest in 
intent and reportage, he nonetheless al¬ 
lows vestiges of his own (and their) opin¬ 
ions to creep back in — specifically: p. 
115, “No one likes to be treated as a fool 
even in the best of causes (and no one 
thought Indochina was the best of 
causes).” 

I would take exception to that. Some 
few of us did and do think Vietnam was 
the best of causes. I view the U.S. in¬ 
tervention as being the response to a 
legitimate request by South Vietnam to 
help them repel invaders and thereby re¬ 
tain their freedom. In April 1940, Ger¬ 
many invaded Denmark, staying until 5 
May 1945. The Danish forces quickly sur¬ 
rendered, with only the Royal guards pro¬ 
viding armed resistance of any kind. Bri¬ 
tain held on, long enough for the United 
States to enter. Without the U.S.A., Bri¬ 
tain would have fallen, and Denmark 
would have remained occupied, con¬ 
verted, Nazified. But America came, and 
by so doing, provided the opportunity 
once more for Danes to freely decide their 
own choice of government. 

America was a hero in May 1945, to 
myself as a Dane, and to millions of 
others. America was no less a hero for 
responding to the identical call for help 
from South Vietnam. The people who 
could have been allowed freedom of 
choice were the People, not the particular 
(and momentary) government, and it was 
the People of South Vietnam that actions 
by the Press and by popular support with¬ 
in the United States allowed to become 
imprisoned within one of the most re¬ 
pressive totalitarian systems in the world. 
We could have freed them: The vocal 
minority prevented us. 

Bonnie Williams 

Fairbanks, Alaska 


J OURNALISTIC 
ETHICS ... 

Sirs: 

As a former reporter and graduate of 
the University of North Carolina’s School 
of Journalism, I can only applaud Robert 
Elegant’s articulate indictment of the ir¬ 
responsible Western press (“Word War,” 
SOF, December ’82). 

Since the Vietnam-Watergate era, the 
American press has strayed from its ideals 
of fairness and objectivity, showing an ap¬ 
palling disregard for facts in major stories 
and an incredible disinclination to atone 
for mistakes. However, to admit one’s 
mistakes, especially those grave errors 
committed by American newsmen in re¬ 
porting the war, requires an integrity that 
these men sacrificed long ago. 

Today, one sees the same conformist, 
biased reporting on Nicaragua and El Sal¬ 
vador and a strange disinterest in the bru¬ 
tal subjugation of Afghanistan. It is ob¬ 
vious that the high ethical code the press 
rigorously applies to America’s political 
leaders does not apply to the press itself. 
Buffoons like Anthony Lewis still thrive. 
Stan K. Ridgley 
Clinton, North Carolina 


P RISONERS OF 
PREJUDICE ... 

Sirs: 

First allow me to say that, even as a 
female, I enjoy your magazine very much. 
I am a college freshman and while reading 
your December 1982 edition, I came 
across your editorial called “Viet Vets: 
Prisoners of Prejudice” by Dave McPeak, 
and it touched me so much that I had to 
write this letter to you. 

The military, and the Vietnamese War 
veterans especially, are of great interest to 
me because my father was in the Army. 
After 23 years in the Army he retired in 
1972. I also have three brothers in the Ar¬ 
my, and I am a member of Civil Air Pa¬ 
trol. I’ve written a number of papers on 
the Vietnamese War for school and have 
studied it through books such as Fields of 

Continued on page 89 
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More New 
Books and 
New Low Prices 
From Interservice. 



NIGHT MOVEMENTS. Transla¬ 
tion of rare Japanese silent move¬ 
ment handbook used to train 
infiltration experts and snipers. 
Covers night psychology; how to 
dress; vision; hearing; firing; 
edged weapons, more. You will 
learn to move unseen and silent 
through the night. 5ftx8ft" 133pp 
diagrams softcover $14.95 

ELEMENTS OF INTELLIGENCE 

edited by Roy Godson. The first 
volume of proceedings of the 
Consortium for the Study of Intel¬ 
ligence. Includes papers on anal¬ 
ysis and estimates, clandestine 
collection, counterintelligence 
and covert action. 6x9" 91 pp plus 
appendices. $9.95 

BROKEN SEALS. An authorita¬ 
tive report on who’s behind the 
intelligence war in America. 
Learn the names of those respon¬ 
sible for the attempted destruc¬ 
tion of U.S. intelligence and 
internal security agencies, their 
sources of funding, and where 
they are. With material from Gen. 
Dan Graham, former Director of 
DIA. 6x9" IIOpp illus. $4.00 

PLANNED POLITICAL ASSAS¬ 
SINATION by William L. Cassidy. 
Now declassified. Covers man¬ 
agement; intelligence; targeting; 
cover and security; orthodox and 
unorthodox weapons; explo¬ 
sives; chemical/biological tech¬ 
niques. Only professional study 
of subject ever written. 5ftx8ft" 
40pp softcover $6.95 hardcover 
$12.95 

COMPLETE BOOK OF STICK 
FIGHTING. Written by an Eng¬ 
lish officer for the Indian Police 
Service. Completely illustrated. 
Covers sticks; canes; training 
set-up for crowd fighting; blows; 
cuts; countermeasures; res¬ 
traints and disarming. Proven 
techniques. 5x7" IIOpp numer¬ 
ous photos softcover $8.95 

ANALYSIS AND ESTIMATES 

edited by Roy Godson. The 
second volume in this series 
treats political and technological 
surprise, analysis of deception, 
recruitment, training and incen¬ 
tives. 6x9" 224pp $10.95 

SOVIET TRADECRAFT. As men¬ 
tioned in Newsweek and the ABC 
TV news special on KGB espion¬ 
age in the U.S. This is an exact 
translation of an authentic Soviet 
intelligence training manual. 
Teaches secret meetings; dead- 
drops; countersurveillance; cut¬ 
outs; couriers; networks. 
Exclusively from Interservice. 
5ftx8ft" 40 pp. $4.95 

PRINCIPLES OF PROTECTION. 

The ultimate bodyguard hand¬ 
book from the Secret Service. 
Covers history of assassination; 
protective systems; basic tactics; 
planning. Note: Shipped to law 
enforcement and security offic¬ 
ers only. Send copy of creden¬ 
tials or use department letter¬ 
head. No exceptions. 516x8ft" 
83pp $20.00 

INTERSERVICE JOURNAL. 

Have you seen the latest 1J? 
Don’t miss out on the quarterly 
many professionals are calling 
the “most important new military 
journal of the post-war era.” A 
no-frills academic publication for 
the serious student. Not sold on 
newsstands. 7x10" $34.95 per 
year 

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE edit¬ 
ed by Roy Godson. The third 
volume includes an introduction 
to Cl work, the double-cross sys¬ 
tem, paramilitary aspects, insur¬ 
gency and terrorism, Soviet 
operations in the U.S. 6x9" 339pp 
$12.95 

UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS. 

Used at federal level to teach 
undercover work. Covers prelimi¬ 
nary investigation; undercover 
identity; contacts with suspect; 
reporting tips; precautions and 
possible pitfalls. Some call this 
the “Abscam Handbook.” 
8fcx11" 23pp. $5.95 

OBSERVATION AND DESCRIP¬ 
TION. From the Counter Intelli- 
gence Corps Teaches 
observation psychology; descrip¬ 
tion of persons; identification 
methods; recording scenes and 
incidents, improving memory. 
This is a true professional's hand¬ 
book. 8ftx11" 58pp illus. $8.00 

SIGNS OF CRIME by David 
Powis. The best work on criminal 
technique ever produced. You 
will receive detailed information 
on the streetcraft of professional 
criminals; hiding places; search 
tips; methods of entry. Thirteen 
fact-filled appendices. From 
Scotland Yard's finest. 6x9 236pp 
color illus. softcover $14.95 

COVERT ACTION edited by Roy 
Godson. The only authoritative 
study of the subject in print. 
Examines paramilitary tech¬ 
niques; counterespionage; insur¬ 
gency; case studies; trends. 
Written by CIA Covert Action 
Staff experts. 6x9" 200pp soft- 
cover $14.95 

HIDDEN CATCH. A wartime 
classic. Covers design, manufac¬ 
ture and use of escape and eva¬ 
sion aids, disguised devices, 
secret compartments and survi¬ 
val kits. Well illustrated. 5x7" 
176pp $10.95 

SCIENTIFIC SELF-DEFENSE. 

By W E. Fairbairn. Official 
unarmed combat textbook of the 
Shanghai Municipal Police and 
Royal Hongkong Police 
Teaches how to overcome a var¬ 
iety of oriental combat styles. 
This is the best text on disarming; 
holds and releases; use of the 
club; multiple assailants and 
more. 6x9" 175pp 200 illus. 
$17.95 

HANDBOOK OF OPEN 

SOURCES. The “Investigator s 
Bible." Covers wiretaps; infor¬ 
mants, sources of information 
available to everyone; all the 
inside tips and tricks of the trade. 
Originally developed for police 
intelligence operations. An Inter¬ 
service bestseller. 8ftx11" 52pp 
$5.95 

HOSTILE ESPIONAGE OR¬ 
GANIZATION AND METHODS. 

From Dept, of Counterintelli¬ 
gence at U.S. Army Intelligence 
Center & School. You will learn 
about types of operations; con¬ 
trols; agents and agent systems; 
recruitment; cover; training; 
security and much more. 814x11 

31 pp softcover $6.95 

SURREPTITIOUS ENTRY. A 

timeless classic in the special 
operations field. Discusses his¬ 
tory; wartime experiences; com¬ 
position of entry teams; training 
techniques; close calls; methods 
and procedures. Complete your 
library today. 5x7" 222pp illus. 
$10.95 

SAS PATROL TECHNIQUES. 

The only authentic British SAS 
manual ever offered. Discusses 
weapons; personal equipment; 
camouflage; infiltration; decep¬ 
tion; evasion and escape; build¬ 
ing of hides and much, much 
more. Supplies of this manual are 
limited. Please act today. 8ftx11" 
73pp. $9.95 


PLEASE RUSH ME THE TITLES I HAVE CHECKED BELOW IMTCDQFRV/IPP ft Aftfl 00 7 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED WITH EVERY ORDER IPM LnOLn V IV/L w UUV/ ”^ / IUI# 


Ext. 156 
In Calif, cad 
800-772-3545 


□ Scientific Self-Defense 17.95 

□ Art of Guerilla Warfare 4.95 

□ Hidden Catch 10.95 

□ Undercover Operations 5.95 

□ Covert Action 14 95 

□ Signs of Crime 14.95 

□ Hostile Espionage 6.95 

□ Handbook of Open Sources 5.95 

□ Observation & Description 8.00 

□ SAS Patrol Techniques 9.95 
O Principles of Protection 20.00 

□ Night Movements 14.95 

□ Stick Fighting 8.95 


□ Political Assassination 6.95 

□ Soviet Tradecraft 4.95 

□ Surreptitious Entry 10.95 

□ Broken Seals 4.00 

□ Interservice Journal 34.95 

□ Elements of Intelligence 9.95 

□ Analysis & Estimates 10 95 

□ Counterintelligence 12.95 

□ Art of Prowling 3.00 

□ Hands Off by Fairbairn 7 95 

□ Street & Guerilla Fighting 6.95 

□ Defense of Houses 4.95 

□ House to House Fighting 4.95 


NAME 


ADDRESS _ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 


Enclosed find 


for books checked here. 


Add $2.50 postage & handling. Calif, residents add 6ft% tax. 

Visa and Master Card accepted. Give card number and expiration date. 

INTERSERVICE PUBLISHING COMPANY, INCORPORATED 
DEPT. F20, BOX 5437, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94101 
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COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Bargain Battery On 
A BB-Gun Budget 

by Ken Hackathorn 


in order to allow Ken Hackathorn full 
range of his experience and knowledge of 
arms , SOF is introducing a new column , 
“Combat Weapon craft/* 

Under this new rubric , SOF’s well- 
known IPSC competitor, armorer and 
weapons pundit will continue to instruct 
readers in fundamental and detailed ana¬ 
lyses of the selection and use of combative 
firearms. — The Eds. 

V IOLENCE is more in the newspapers 
and more in people’s minds in lean 
times. That makes the subject of guns for 
the home more relevant at the times when 
many of us working men either don’t have 
work or aren’t getting raises. We may have 
quad-.50 dreams but a BB-gun budget. 

There are inexpensive, practical guns 
out there; you just need to find them. They 
should be reasonably priced, reliable and in 
the most common cartridges. Moreover, 
one gun will not perform all the tasks the 
hard-pressed citizen may require. The 
bargain battery needs at least three 
firearms: a trainer and working game- 
getter, a close-quarters combat weapon 
and a high-velocity rifle. 

The working gun for farmers, trappers 
and outdoorsmen of all types for nearly a 
hundred years has been the .22 Long 
Rifle-chambered long gun. Many fine .22 
autoloaders are on the market for prices 
close to those of the various manual 
weapons. The added speed of fire is worth 
what little added expense there may be. 


For instance, the Ruger 10/22 — my fa¬ 
vorite — is $128. 

Like many other .22 semis, the Ruger is 
accurate, reliable and chambers the world’s 
most numerous, cheapest rifle round. It’s 
good for teaching children about guns, 
marksmanship training and practice, and 
small-game hunting. In a pinch the .22 can 
be used for larger animals. A lot of deer are 
poached in this country with .22s. 

Extended clips and other accessories are 
available for the Ruger, and many find an 
inexpensive scope a useful addition. Get a 
couple of spare 10-round mags, at least, 


and if you do want a scope, an inexpensive 
one-inch-diameter 2.5- or 3-power Wea¬ 
ver or Tasco will do the job, especially 
since it won’t have to resist the shock of a 
full-house load. Also, you should have at 
least 1,000 high-velocity .22 Long Rifle 
cartridges on hand. A thousand rounds, 
the bare minimum for .22, are cheap, light 
and compact. At a couple of cents a round, 
you could have a suitcase full. 

Next, comes the gun that could save the 
lives of you and your family if there’s ever a 
real need to defend yourselves: the shot¬ 
gun. The obvious chambering is 12-gauge. 
It is not only capable of producing in¬ 
capacitating wounds, the ammunition is 
relatively inexpensive and stocked every¬ 
where. Loads are available to put holes in 
anything from dove and ducks to lions and 
trucks, and people fit nicely in the middle 
of that range. Though the ammo is heavy 
and bulky, a shotgun comes closer to doing 
everything than anything else you could 
possibly own. 

Your shotgun should be a pump, since 
autoloaders — though not what you would 
call “sensitive” to ammunition variation — 
will not cycle really light rounds, such as 
are common in some stocks of reloads, 
and no autoloader will handle both stan¬ 
dard two-and-three-quarter-inch and the 
more powerful three-inch Magnum. 

The Remington 870 with rifle sights and 
a cylinder-bore, 20-inch barrel is my rec¬ 
ommendation. Barrels are easily inter¬ 
changeable, so you can always modify it 
later, but with modern plastic-wadded shot 
loads, patterns are so good there’s really no 
reason for choked barrels for most pur¬ 
poses, anyway. The M-870 goes for $329 
and is probably the best buy for the money. 

Double-aught patterns badly out of most 
barrels, but at really close ranges, who 
cares? Some shotgun specialists prefer No. 
4 buck, and I can’t disagree with that, 
either. Whichever you like better should be 
represented by at least 100 rounds on 
hand. An additional 50 slug-loads make 
me feel more secure. Light game loads 
should also be stocked, since they are 

Continued on page 79 
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BUY DIRECT AND SAVE SATISfflCTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK 

$ 



NEW 

8-SHOT 
TEAR GAS 
REVOLVER 1 J_ 

Fires B-.22 cal. tear gas cartridges 
or blanks in seconds. You must be 
over 21 . 

#91000 BLUE-Sale Priced at only . 
#91002 CHROME-Sale Priced at 
(Add $2.00 for shipping) 
#91004 Hip Holster 
#91006 Tear Gas Cartridges (10) 
#91008 Extra-Loud Blanks-(IOO) 
#92000 Paralyzer Tear Gas Spray 
Pocket Size 
#92004 Paralyzer Tear Gas Spray, 
Police Size . . . . 



ww - 1 
KNUCKLE KNIFE 

Exact reproduction-brass handle. 6" 
blade. Truly a collector’s item. Check 
local laws before ordering. You must be 
over 21. 

#700918 $19.95 


$ 9.95 
$10 95 

$ 2.95 
$ 2.00 
$ 3.00 

$ 5.95 

$ B.95 



THE LITTLE 
BLACK BOX 

Warning this device 
is not to be used for 
surveillance! Automatically 
starts recorder when tele¬ 
phone is picked up. Records 
entire conversation, both sides Then automat¬ 
ically stops recorder when phone is hung up! 
Can be attached anywhere along the line-plugs 
into ANY recorder and causes absolutely no inte- 
ference or noise on the phone. MINIATURE! 
Only 1" x 2" x 3". 

#900002 with alligator clip hook-up $29.95 
#TR-150 with modular olug-in hook-up 29.95 


MILITARY KNIVES 



KA-BAR 25TH ANNIVERSARY U.S.M.C. FIGHT¬ 
ING KNIFE Stamped U.S.M.C. and with the au¬ 
thentic KA-BAR Olean, NY Trademark. Complete 
with genuine leather sheath. 

#02-1217. $29.95 

GENUINE BRITISH COMMANDO KNIFE 
Made in Sheffield. England. Complete with metal 
tipped leather sheath. 

#22279 . .. $24.95 

U.S. MARINE CORPS COMBAT KNIFE 7" parker- 
ized blade with heavy-duty leather sheath 

#5684 . .$15.95 

U.S. AIR FORCE SURVIVAL KNIFE 5i" saw-back 
parkerized blade Complete with leather sheath, 
thong and sharpening stone. 

#5733 . . $14.95 

(Add $2.00 per knife shipping) 



GENUINE G.l. LATE ISSUE 
C-RATIONS 

Limited Supply. 12 complete meals in govern¬ 
ment case. 

10220 $49.95 



GENUINE G.l. ISSUE M-4 
BAYONET FOR M-1 CARBINE 

Very Rare! Still in government wrapper. Com¬ 
plete with G.l. M6-A1 scabbard. Do not con¬ 
fuse this with imports. 

70024 $34.95 



S.W.A.T. COMBAT 
MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS 
FOR YOUR SHOTGUN increase shell 
capacity to 7 (IB" or longer bbls.) 8 (20" or 
longer bbls ), or 10 (26" or longer bbls.) Made 
for Remington 870,1100; Winchester 1200; and 
Browning 50A. Installs easily without alteration. 
Now used by the FBI, Secret Service, etc. Include 
make, model and gauge when ordering. 

7 OR B SHOT MODEL $22.00 

10 SHOT MOOEL (Not available for 

Browning 5-A). $36.00 

BRAND NEW RIOT GUN 
PISTOL GRIP KIT 

The ultimate in firepower and shortness. Used 
extensively by Federal law enforcement officers. 
Easy to install. Take off buttstock and replace 
with our pistol grip. For Rem. 870, Marlin 120, 
Win. 1200, Mossberg Pump, High Standard Pump, 
Win. Mod. 12 and Ithica 37 (Please specify 
when ordering.) 

#RGK $30.00 

G.l. SHOTGUN 
CARTRIDGE 
POUCH 


Holds twelve shotgun shells. O.D. green canvas 
with belt loops. Two snap closures. 

#10021 $ 5.95 

ACCESSORIES FOR THE MINI 14 
#RM1 Rear Sight Tool, to adjust 

windage & elevation $ 9.95 

#RM2 Match Rear Sight, blue $ 9.95 

#RM4 Flash Hider, Blue Steel 

Installs in seconds $14.95 

#RM5 Stainless Steel Flash Hider $19.95 

#RM 6 Extra Power Recoil Spring- 
Improves Feeding, reliability. 

Specify series 1B0.181.182 $ 4.95 

#RM7 Ventilated Handguaid $13.50 

#LSP-10 Mini 14 Manual $ 2.95 



BRAND NEW M-1 
CARBINE ACCESSORIES 

#30016 5-shot Magazine $2.50 

#30018 15-sho! Magazine $2.50 

#30020 30-shot Magazine $ 4.00 

#30000 60-rd. Jungle Clip- 
(Ciips 2 30 shot clips 
together) $ 4.95 

$30002 Sling and Oifer $ 3 95 

#10102 15-rd. Magazine Pouch- 

holds 2-15 shot mags . $ 1.50 

#30024 30-rd. Magazine Pouch- 

holds 2 or 4-30 shot mags. $ 4.95 

#30010 Flash Hider. $12.95 

#30000 Muzzle Brake-Reduces recoil 

and muzzle jump . $12.95 

#30006 Piston Nut Wronch $ 2.95 

#30004 Scope Mount no drilling or 

tapping . $12.95 

#013 Carbines, Cal 30 Technical 

Manual $ 5.95 


CLIPS, 

MAGAZINES > 0 M 
& POUCHES ^ M 

#33006 AR-15/M-16 30-shot. G.l. $ 6.00 

#33008 AR-15/M-16/AR-180/ 

AR-IB 40-shot steel $24 95 

#33000 20-shot for Mini-14‘ $ 9.95 

#33002 30-shot for Mini-14 $12.95 

#33003 40-shot for Mini 14 $24.95 

#33010 Browning Hi-Power 9mm 

pistol, 13-shot $15.00 

#33451 Colt .45 auto, 7-shot # 5.00 

#34515 Colt .45 auto. 15-shot $15.00 

#33204 25-shot for 10/22“ Rifle $24.95 

#33215 Uzi mag. new condition, 

9mm 32-round $14.95 

#452M G.l. Pouch with 2 new G.l. 

Colt .45 mags $11.95 

#M14S G.l. Pouch with 3 new 30-shot 

mags for Mini-14 $39.95 

#M16S G.l. Pouch with 3 new G.I. 

AR-15/M-16 30-shot mags. . $24.95 

MIN114 and 10/22 are registered trademarks 

of Sturm, Ruger & Co. 



HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMOIS 
SHIRTS 

This handsome, com¬ 
fortable shirt is great 
for hunting, fishing, 
and all-around cas- . 
ual wear Durable, 
yet soft American- 
made 10 oz. cotton 
cloth All double¬ 
needle stitching, two 
button-down breast 
pockets, full cut 
Looks better and 

feels softer with each washing Available 

(3) Tan, (4) Navy. (11) Lt Blue, (10) Rust. 

( 6 ) Oark Green. Sizes (S) 14-14V*. (M) 15 
15V 2 , (L) I 6 -I 6 V 2 , (XL) 17-17V? 

#1500 $16.75 

(XXL) I 8 -I 8 V 2 (XXXL) 19-19V2 $20.95 

Tall man's sizes-over 6'0" tall and sleeve length 
over 34". 

(M) 15-15 V 2 . (L) I 6 -I 6 V 2 . 

(XL) 17-17V2 . $19.95 


BRITISH 

COMMANDO 

BATTLE 

JACKET 

LAST 

CALL! 


This attractive 
jacket is Brand 
New government 
surplus. A lightweight rugged, all-purpose jacket 
made of O.D. color, denim. May never be avail¬ 
able again Sizes: S, M. L 

* Please send height, chest and waist measure¬ 
ments for an exact fit. 

#BCBJ Dnly $14.95 



SHIPPING, INSURANCE AND 
HANDLING CHART 

Includes shipping, handling and insured delivery 
within the United States. 

Orders under $10 00 Add $ 2.00 

Orders from S10.01 to $25.00 Add $ 3.00 

Orders from $25 01 to $50 00 Add $ 4.00 

Orders from $50 01 to $100.00 Add $ 6 00 

Orders from $100.01 to $150.00 Add $ 8.00 

Orders over $150.00 Add $10.00 


THE BLACK BOOK 
OF DIRTY TRICKS 

Improvised Munitions Handbook", is the 
most sought alter, heretofore impossible 
to obtain Army Manual. Includes reveal¬ 
ing chapters on: Improvised Explosives 
and Propellants; Mines & Grenades; Small 
Arms Weapons & Ammo, Mortars & Rock¬ 
ets; Incendiary Devices; Fuses; Ignition 
& Delay Mechanisms. Plus how to man¬ 
ufacture Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shot¬ 
guns, and Recoiless Rilles from easy to 
obtain materials and much, much more! 
New expanded edition! Limited Number 
available! ORDER NOW! 

#BB $10.00 ppd. 


BRAND NEW 
ORIGINAL 
G.l. M-65 
FIELD JACKET 

Available in Sizes: 

S, M, L. XL 

#1100 O.D. GREEN 
$49.95 

#1102 CAMOUFLAGE 
$49.95 

#1103 Original G.l. M-65 
Cold Weather Liners $16.9 

(Add $2.00 per unit for shipping.) 

OROERING INFORMATION: Fill out coupon or separate sheet. Mail with payment. Add shipping or order will be delayed. BA, MC, COD'S may call 
800-323-3233 Minimum phone order $25.00. Illinois. Alaska, Hawaii call 312-766-1150. PARELLEX CORPORATION, 1285 Mark St. Bensenville, III. 
60106. For questions or information cal! 312-766-1150 © 19B2 PARELLEX CORP. 



Mail to: PHRELLEX J) 

^CORPORATION 

Please send following; 

QTY. NUMBER 


1285 Mark St., Bensenville, III. 60106 


DESCRIPTION 


Dept. D4 


PRICE 


□ SEND CATALOG 

□ CHARGE TO MY 
Illinois Residents 
Include 5.25% Sales Tax 


□ Money Order □ Check Enclosed SHIPPING 

□ Master charge □ Visa/Bankamerica Card TOTAL 


mil n~r: 

111 1 111 1 im 

1 EXP. DATE | 

rm 

□ 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS. 
CITY_ 


.STATE _ 


.ZIP. 


.PHONE. 


NEW 1982 FULL-COLOR CATALOG of the very best military surplus, outdoor clothing and action equipment. A 
separate section of specialist books and manuals. All items guaranteed. $2.00 (Free with order). 
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SEA KAYAKING: A Manual for Long- 
Distance Touring. By John Dowd. Uni¬ 
versity of Washington Press, Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 5569, Seattle, WA 98105. 1981. 
240 pp. Paperbound with black-and-white 
photos and line drawings. $18.95. Review 
by Bill Guthrie. 

S EA KAYAKING is concise, detailed, 
fluently technical, gently stylish — 
and perhaps the most frightening book 
ever written. 

Most successful “how-to” books try to 
ensnare the reader with hyperbole about 
the difficulty of the undertaking, the 
beauty of surroundings, and the courage 
and dignity of the practitioners. John 
Dowd’s work has none of this: Sea 
Kayaking calmly and particularly explains 
much more than the usual reader would 
like to know about organization, planning 
and execution of long journeys across salt 
water in open, paddle-driven craft, and 
everything that can go wrong with such a 
kayak trip. 

Anyone with an inclination to hypo¬ 
chondria should avoid this book, since he 
will find himself exhibiting symptoms of 
tenosynovitis (inflamed tendons) and 
kayaker’s elbow (like waier-on-the-knee, 
only it’s on the elbow). More common 
diseases — hyper- and hypothermia, 
fungal infections, boils, carbuncles, blis¬ 
ters and salt rash are each given dispas¬ 
sionate professional treatment. Of this 
list, the worst is seasickness. 


IN REVIEW 



“I have several times been badly seasick 
in a kayak myself, and as anyone who has 
suffered the problem knows, it is a grim 
experience. In a kayak there is little you 
can do except grit your teeth and keep 
paddling.” It is this very coolness that 
makes Dowd’s account of this very dan¬ 
gerous “sport” more real and awful. 

Dowd also explains the likelihood, dan¬ 


gers and treatment of hallucinations in¬ 
duced by fatigue, but his greatest sang 
froid is evident in his discussion of losing 
a boat in cold water. 

“If you do find yourself in cold water 
without the protection of an immersion 
suit or boat, the outlook is grim. Thrash¬ 
ing about will bring your temperature 
down fast. Treading water will cool you 
into unconsciousness twice as fast as 
holding still. Swimming will only kill you 
unless the land is very close. Depending 
on the temperature of the water, you may 
be able to swim ten yards or you might get 
half a mile.” 

Sea Kayaking is sensibly and clearly 
written, and demonstrates more experi¬ 
ence than most could live through. It is 
not merely a book for long-distance kayak 
tourists: Anyone who spends time in the 
outdoors away from likely rescue can 
benefit from Dowd’s sound advice on 
emergency equipment. Wounds, foraging, 
water distillation, radios, medicine, ag¬ 
gressive animals and navigation are all ex¬ 
plained in clear simple language. Sea 
Kayaking is a systematic, complete, mod¬ 
est and awe-inspiring book better de¬ 
signed to teach survival under the worst 
possible conditions than the vast majority 
of survival manuals. 


DAMNIT, IKE, I WAS THERE. A play 
in two acts by Ladislas Farago. Produced 
by Sol Radam. Directed by Gregg Alm- 
quist. Sets designed by Dan Reeverts. 
Review by Bob Poos. 

W ITH absolutely no factual founda¬ 
tion upon which to base it, I 
strongly suspect that the average SOF 
reader is no great devotee of legitimate 
theater. Here is one case where an excep¬ 
tion should be made. 

This short one-man play starring Biff 
McGuire is, of course, about Gen. George 
S. Patton. Patton has just received word 
that he is to be relieved of command of his 
beloved Third Army, which under his 
leadership blazed the way to victory across 
France and Germany in World War II, 
and assigned to produce a military history 
of the European Fighting. Thus, he knows 
he will never again command troops, the 
role he loved and for which, indeed, he 
was born. He is an embittered man and 
while packing to leave his headquarters, 
he reflects aloud to himself on the conver¬ 
sations, clashes and controversies he had 
with other senior officers during the war 
— Eisenhower, Bradley, Montgomery. 
That’s the setting for this remarkable 
drama written by Ladislas Farago and 
drawn from two earlier books he auth¬ 
ored: Patton, Ordeal and Triumph and its 
sequel. Ordeal. 

McGuire, who actually served in Pat¬ 
ton’s Third Army during the war, does a 

Continued on page 88 
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SEND TO 

idland 

tterprises 


DEPT. 

P.O.BOX 3611 

CHATTANOOGA,TN 37404 


FIRST QUALITY 50% COTTON/50%POLYESTER 

SIZES: S,m,l,xl 

( XXL AVAILABLE IN WHITE T-SHIRT ONLY: $12.00 ) 

COLORS: 

T SHIRTS: TAN.LT.BLUE. BLACK 
JERSEYS: gray with navy sleeve only 

PRjCESjT SHIRTS $8.50 JERSEYS : $10.95 

PRICE INCLUDES U.S. POSTAGE 
(CANADA: add S1.00. FOREIGN: add S3.00) 

SEND U S. CURRENCY ONLY! 

TO ORDER: ENCLOSE TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 
-AND STATE: 

l)QUANTITY 2)SIZE 3)COLOR 4) ITEM CHOICE 

OR PHONE YOUR ORDER TO 

615/624-1851 

WE ACCEPT MASTERCARD OR VISA 


ALL SHIRTS QUALITY HAND SILK- SCREENED 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
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MAKE MONEY! HAVE FUN 
TOO! Start Right Now! No 
Previous Experience Necessary. 


LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME . _ vftlI 
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WHAT TO DO, HOW 

You’ll see how to take apart and repair almost every 
well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and automatic. We 
take the mystery out of ballistics. Show you how to 
smooth up actions, fit and repair stocks, rechoke 
shotguns, customize handguns. Includes 
bedding techniques, stock inletting, fitting 
drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black 
powder guns. How to buy and sell new and 
used guns for profits. 


GUN BEPAIB! 




As a “Gun Pro” trainee at North American 
WE SHOW YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 


* ni % inside tips/™ ss you 

trg-jrss&s-- 


If you qualify otherwise, you may 
obtain a Federal License to buy and 
sell guns, ammunition and accessories 
without inventory... while you are 
still a student at North American. 


Everything Explained in 
Easy-to-Understand Language 
so Even a Beginner Can Follow 

Explanations include photos, diagrams, 
i drawings and charts. We send you all the 
tools you need so you actually learn by doing 
as you follow the lessons. You receive catalogs, 
bargain bulletins, requirements for Federal 
Firearms License. 




This means you can begin making ex¬ 
tra cash almost immediately — order¬ 
ing guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started to¬ 
ward a business of your own... if that 
is what you want after you graduate. 


IV Start 

'"our Own l 

Home 
[Business i 


■i 

i< 
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- 
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FIRST FOLD HERE 


SPECIAL 
TOOLS AND 
EQUIPMENT INCLUDED.. 

You get precision gauges, fine 
gunsmith’s screwdrivers, honing 
stones, checkering tools, 

K- plus much, much more. 


/approved 

V FOR ■ 

veterans^ 


GUNS ARE BIG BUSINESS. Gun repair, custom ammo-making, 
sporterizing, custom stocking, sales—all are profit oppor¬ 
tunities for the expert. Now, at home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you need to become that expert. We 
do not know how many of our graduates have started their 
own gun shops, but we have letters on file from some 
who have. And we'll send you the results of a survey 
showing employment success of our graduates. 
Graduation from this course does not insure that 
you will get a job. To find out how our graduates 
have done, send for our job placement record. 

You get it all! How to buy and sell guns . . . customize, 
repair and accurize them ... fit and finish stocks ... do 
hand-loading . . . zero-in scopes . . . understand ballistics 
.. . restore antique firearms , . . use black powder 
weapons . . . import guns , . . adjust chokes . . . and more. 

Because you study at home, you can graduate in months 
... or take up to two years. Your handsome Diploma will 
proclaim you as a “GUN PRO” when you proudly display 
it in y°u>* own shop or at work. ^ FIRST FOLD HERE 


NO POSTAGE NECESSARY when you 
mail this ENTIRE Postage-Paid ad 

To Mail—Fold ad in following manner: 



1. Remove entire page— 
Lear or cut on dotted line 
to left 

2 . Fold page in half on 
1st fold lines 


3 . Fold page again, on 
2nd fold lines 

4 . Tape or glue the 3 open 
sides and drop in the 
mail box today. 


ffKH 

mm. 

60HS '« 


GUN REPAIR, BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 


Gives you a good start toward going into your 
own business or applying for a fob in a 
gunshop. 
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CUSTOMIZING | 

| RE-LOADING 

1 CHECKERING 

| SPORTERIZING 

CUSTOM AMMO | 

GUN REPAIR 


| SALES, IMPORTING* ACCUR I ZING 

| TROUBLE-SHOOTING | j MAKE 

GUN SALES andMUCH ' MUC “ M0RE ’ 
MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN 
There are more than 20 million hunters plus 
more millions of target shooters, gun collectors and 
owners in the U.S. APPROVED FOR VETERANS 


Name_ 


Address. 
City_ 


State 


I North American School of Firearms, 4400 Campus Drive, 
Dept. RS023, Newport Beach, CA 92660 
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Stephen A. Latuszek , Jr., refers to the 
dictionary definition of the bamboo viper 
to introduce his story: "Venomous, green 
in color , it feeds on frogs and small birds, 
sometimes descending from its arboreal 
perch to hunt along streams. ” As 
Latuszek tells it: 

I T was another exceptionally bright, 
hot, sweat-filled day in Vietnam, the 
kind we had finally learned to accept — 
although getting to know them had been 
another experience. 

This day had a slightly different twist 
for me. We of Charlie Battery, 2nd Bat¬ 
talion, 32nd Artillery, were on a newly 
started field mission. Our battery was 
composed of two eight-inch and two 
175mm self-propelled howitzers. We were 
up from Cu Chi in support of the 196th 
Light Infantry Brigade. 

Our convoy had stopped near Tay 
Ninh. We didn't know that what was now 
a grassy field with bordering jungle and 
the Black Virgin Mountain on the near 
horizon would eventually become a base 
camp. First in position was the mess 
truck, so it wasn't long before we had a 
late lunch. 

Coming back from eating, I had to 
walk through ankle-deep water. My feet 
appreciated my decision to wear the 
original-issue boots instead of the webbed 
jungle ones. 

I was swinging my mess kit to dry it out, 
when a movement on the ground not more 


IT HAPPENED 
TO ME 


A Snake In the Grass 
Saved His Ass 

by Stephen A. Latuszek, Jr., 
as told to M.L. Jones 



than six or eight feet in front of me caught 
my eye. I looked down and saw a bamboo 
viper. It stopped me in my tracks. Well 
alerted, I looked around for more and saw 
first one, then several, trip wires leading 


to a 60mm mortar round, with all but a 
small part of its tail fins below water. If it 
hadn't been for the snake, this booby trap 
would have put an abrupt end to my tour. 

I yelled and waved, flagging away 
anyone else from taking the same route. 




GGMMANDG 

WATCHBAIMD 


Exclusive Crystal Cover Strap! 

Protects your watch and 
conceals nighttime glow* 

Heavy-Duty, Mil-Spec Web, 1%". Sewn 
with nylon thread. Nearly indestruct- 
able and will not rot. Velcro® Hook-n- 
Loop closures secure the Cover and our 
unique Double-locking wrist band will 
not come off even under stress. 
Washable. Measure wrist to nearest V 
and specify color. Olive, Black, Sage 
Green, Navy, 

#CB1, $5.50 


BRIGADE’S KNIFE POUCH 

A fitting accessory for most pocket knives, Made of the 
same material as our Commando Watchband. Regular size 
fits most pocket knives and all width belts. Velcro® 
protective Flap keeps knife safe and ready when you need 
it. Olive, Black, Navy, Sage. 

#PCH1, Regular $3.95 

#PCH2, Extra Large for Buck size knives. 

#PCH3, for Swiss Champion. Specify type. Olive, Black. 
Just $4.95. 

NYLON COMMANDO FIELD WALLET 

a ed nylon packcloth wallet with Velcro® closure. 5 
e pockets for bills, I.D. and credit cards. Water 
repellent, washable & comfortable. A must for an 
outdoors person. Choose Olive, Camouflage, 

Brown, Blue, Green or Divers’ Red. 

#NWT-79, $7.95 


Brigade-- 

Quartermasters, Ltd. 

266-SF Roswell Street 
® Marietta, GA 30060 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Send Check, Money 
Order or Charge to Visa or Mastercard. Include $1.50 
Postage & Handling Fee for all U.S.A. Zip Code 
Addresses. Foreign Orders must request Postage Rates. 
Sorry, No C.O.D.'s. 

Charge Phone Orders To Your Bankcard 
Call (404) 428-1234 


The Exec was notified. He had the area 
roped off until it was decided how to 
dispose of the booby trap. The area was 
cleared and the mortar detonated by plac¬ 
ing a small charge beside it. 

Later, 1 realized how clumsily I had 
acted in a new area that had not been 
cleared of any traps. After cursing myself, 
I thanked Lady Luck for sending a snake 
to save my life. ^ 


I F you have a personal adventure 
for "It Happened to Me” or *7 
Was There , '* triple-space type it and 
send it to SOF, P. O. Box 693, Boul¬ 
der, CO 80306, Attn: M.L . Jones. 
Alt stories should be 500 words or 
less . Upon publication, SOF will 
become owner of all publication 
rights. Submitted articles are subject 
to editing and revision, although 
their content and theme will not be 
changed. 

Photos (with captions and credits) 
are also helpful . Captions should be 
typed on a separate sheet of paper 
and keyed to each photograph. 

Enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope so we can notify you of ac¬ 
ceptance or return your story. Article 
payment is $50, upon publication . 
All entrants will receive an SOF 
patch. 
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DIRECT FROM U.S. OPTICS 

QUALITY SUNGLASSES AT FACTORY PRICES 

Metal Frame Sunglasses Feature • Impact resistant lenses • Handcrafted • Polished glass lenses • Hardened metal frames • 








Gold 


Gold 


Gold 


Address 


State 


Add Postage, Handling and Insurance 
$1 00 per pair 


Total $_ 


Free case with each pair. 


NOTICE: Don't be fooled by cheap imitations. These glasses are 
made exclusively for U.S. Optics.™ To make sure you get the best, 
order now and if not completely satisfied return for refund within 
30 days. No Non-sense 30 day guarantee. c c opy nght 1902 u.s. Optics* 


Style # 


Quantity 


Frame Color 


Black 


Brown 


Black 


Black 


Price 


To order your U.S. Optics™ sunglasses, send check or money order 
to U.S. Optics,™ Dept. 841, P.O. Box 14206, Atlanta, Georgia 30324. 
Credit card customers please fill in Card # and Exp. Date. 

FREE — limited time only— deluxe velour-lined case with each pair of 
glasses ordered (a $3.00 value). Dealer inquiries invited. 

Credit card orders may call 1-404-252-0703. 


Gold 


Visa or Master Charge # 


Exp. Date 


Black 


Name 


Only 

$9.95 


Only 

$14.95 


World FamouB Pilot's Glasses 

These precision flight glasses are now available 
to the public for only $7.95 If you could buy them 
elsewhere, they’d probably cost you over $20.00 
Specify gold or silver frames A $20.00 value 
only $7 95 2 pairs for $14.00. 


Only 

$9.95 


Rich Tortoise Shell Style 
Classic style, large gradient lense 
A $20.00 value only $9.95. 2 pairs for $18.00. 


Change-A-Matic Flight Glasses 

Features lenses that darken outdoors 
and change back to lighter Lints indoors. 
Speedy gold or silver frames A $30 00 value 
only $14.95 2 pairs for $28 00 


Aviator Teardrop Flight Glasses 

Flexible cable temples, gold frames. 

A $20 00 value only $9 95 2 pairs for $18.00, 


Only 

$10.95 




Mirrored Lens Flight Glasses 
Unexcelled glare protection,gold or silver frames. 
A $25.00 value only $10 95. 2 pairs for $20 00 


Change-A-Matic Aviator Glasses 

Gold frame, flexible cable temples 
Lenses darken outdoors, change back to 
lighter tints indoors A $30.00 value, 
only $14.95. 2 pairs for $28.00. 


Standard Aviator Glasses 

Traditional stems, gold frames 
A $20.00 value only $9 95 2 pairs for $18.00. 


Girl Watcher 

Gray mirrored lenses, black frames. 

A $20 00 value only $9 95 2 pairs for $18 00 


The SportBman 

Sports giaphic on black metal frame 
A $25 00 value only $ 14 95 2 pairs for $28 00 


& Shooting Glasses 

lenses bnghten visibility 
Gold frames A $30 00 value only $14.95 
2 pairs for $28.00. 


The Classic 

Black metal frames, gray lenses. 

A $30.00 value only $14.95. 2 pairs for $28.00. 


Black Metal Frames 

Thin and durable black metal frames 
Aviator teardrop style lenses 
A $25 00 value only $14 95 2 pairs for $28 00. 


Only 

$9.95 


Only 

$14.95 
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O VERRATED and overrevered, espe¬ 
cially by the Marine Corps, the 
Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR) was 
held in America’s small-arms inventory 
far too long. 

Shortly after World War II, Fabrique 
Nationale d'Armes de Guerre (FN) of 
Herstal Iez Liege, Belgium, introduced 
the Model D BAR. This weapon featured 
a number of much-needed improvements 
over the U.S. Model 1918A2 BAR. 

Most important, the FN Model D incor¬ 
porates a quick-change 21 Vi -inch barrel 
with a series of 30 radial cooling fins at the 
rear — an expensive, but useful, addition 
to a large rifle-caliber machine gun used in 
the sustained-fire squad-support role. The 
U.S. Model 1922 BAR, produced only in 
limited numbers for the horse cavalry of 
the ’20s, made use of a short (18-inch), 
heavy barrel with cooling fins. The FN 
Model D’s barrel is threaded at the muzzle 
end to accept a muzzle nut, blank-firing 
device or flash cone (which adds three 
inches to the barrel length), all of which 
were issued with the weapon. 

To remove the barrel, press in the lock¬ 
ing lever on the right side of the receiver, 
turn the carrying handle upward to the 
vertical position and push forward. The 
entire process takes longer to describe 
than accomplish. 

The FN Model D is the only version of 
the BAR to ever feature a really rapid 
disassembly. To field-strip the Model D, 
first place it on the bipod in the firing 
position with the magazine removed and 
the bolt forward. Withdraw the trigger- 
guard retaining pin and trigger assembly. 
Pull the butt retaining pin out to the right 
and swing the butt 90 degrees downward 
until it is resting on the ground. Then, us¬ 
ing the recoil spring rod, simply pull the 
entire operating mechanism (the slide, 
piston, bolt, bolt lock, link, hammer and 
return spring rod) out the rear of the 
receiver. Eat your hearts out, all you 
former-Marine BAR gunners! 

The FN Model D retains the important 
two-stage extraction system of the original 
BAR. Primary extraction occurs during 
the bolt’s opening movement as it is 
started slightly backwards when its cam 
comes into contact with the rear section of 
the bolt guides. Complete extraction by 
direct pull happens only after the chamber 
pressure has been dissipated and the ac¬ 
tion is unlocked. 

The gas regulator is mounted to the bar¬ 
rel and is of the exhaust type. Screwed in, 
most of the gases pass into the cylinder, 
giving maximum thrust. As it is un¬ 
screwed, the regulator allows increasing 
amounts of gas to escape into the at¬ 
mosphere, Adjustment of the regulator is 
best accomplished by trial firing, as with 
the FN FAL rifle. 

To avoid attachment to the quick 
change barrel, the bipod was repositioned 
rearward to a more sensible location 
under the gas regulator. 

The Model D offers two rates of auto 
fire rather than a semiauto option. The 



FN’s Mode! D BAR, a distinct improvement 
over U.S. BAR M1918A2. However, it 
arrived on the scene far too late. (Author’s 
collection.) Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 


slow rate (“R” on the selector lever) is 
about 400 rpm and the fast rate (“M” on 
the selector lever) is about 700 rpm. The 
trigger mechanism contains two sears. 
When the selector lever is placed on the 
fast, or “M” position, the left sear is cut 
off and does not interfere with the slide’s 
movement. When the selector lever is 
placed on the slow, or “R” position, the 
left sear moves a catch which releases the 
lever that actuates a rack, pinion and 
rachet that slow down the forward travel 
of the moving parts. Single rounds can be 
easily ticked off by an experienced oper¬ 
ator when this clockwork-type rate re¬ 
ducer is in operation. (The U.S. M1918A2 
BAR uses a different system to achieve the 
same effect.) 

The Model D’s buffer, housed in the 
butt stock, consists of a series of split fric¬ 
tion rings and cones together with the buf¬ 
fer spring and recoil spring (also mounted 
in the butt rather than in the piston slide 
assembly, as it is in the U.S. BAR). 

The staggered box-type magazine holds 
20 rounds, but it is not interchangeable 
with U.S. BAR magazines. The rear sights 
are of the European tangent type, ad¬ 
justable in elevation from 100 to 1,500 
meters, with no adjustment for windage. 
The trigger assembly has a comfortable 
pistol grip, but the magazine well is poorly 
designed and is not flared like that of the 
U.S. M1918A2 BAR to expedite insertion 
of magazines. 


The weapon is finished with a black, 
baked enamel, by now almost a trade¬ 
mark of FN small arms. A quick-detach¬ 
able buttstock monopod with an overly 
complex vernier scale and worm gear 
mechanism was also included. In combat, 
this useless appendage would certainly be 
thrown into the nearest ditch as soon as it 
was issued. Because of their battlefield ex¬ 
periences in WWII, the Japanese even¬ 
tually discarded a similar, but simpler, 
monopod in later versions of their ex¬ 
cellent Type 99 LMG. 

The Belgian Army issued the Model D 
in caliber .30-06 and it was purchased by 
Egypt in 7.92mm during the reign of King 
Farouk. Conversion to 7.92mm requires 
only a barrel and magazine in that caliber. 
The FN Model D was also adopted by 
Luxembourg, but by few other countries. 
Chambered only in WWII calibers, this 
well-designed but belated improvement 
over the U.S. BAR arrived far too late. 

Trampled by the rush to assault rifles, 
intermediate cartridges and the so-called 
General Purpose Machine Guns (GPMG), 
the FN Model D BAR became only the 
evolutionary dead end of the Browning 
Automatic Rifle. An interesting footnote, 
but only used in battle by the one Belgian 
volunteer battalion committed to the Ko¬ 
rean War. 

If you must own a BAR, by all means 
this is the one to own. It is available in tru¬ 
ly excellent, unissued condition from 
ARMEX International (Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 252, Broderick, CA 95605) to quali¬ 
fied Class 3 dealers and law-enforcement 
agencies. The price of only $495 includes a 
spare .30-06 barrel and magazine, bipod, 
monopod and complete spare parts and 
cleaning kit.x 
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Here’s something you don’t usually see in armor 
ads... 

HARD FACTS 


A lot of armor makers seem bent on keeping you 
from knowing much about their products. We don’t 
see it that way. If you are going to stake your life 
on something, we think you need to know as much 
as possible about it. So read on. 

There are nine layers of 31 x 31 count, 1,000 denier, 
Zepel-D© treated Kevlar© 29 in each SILENT PART¬ 
NER© armor insert — exactly the style and weave 
of Kevlar recommended in the 1977 NILECJ study 
that set the national standard for police armor. A lot 
of manufacturers cut their cost by using some¬ 
thing less. 

We have one quarrel with that study. It says the 
most powerful round you need to worry about on 
the street is the .38 Spl. 158 gr. round-nose lead 
projectile. Since 20 percent of all police officers 
killed in the line of duty are shot with their own or 
their partner’s gun, that’s not very realistic. 

Here’s a rogue’s gallery of rounds recovered from 
a standard nine-layer SILENT PARTNER insert un¬ 
der NILECJ test standards. (A more detailed report, 
covering the full range of rounds tested, comes with 
your armor.) 


Rem. 230 gr. .45 ACP FMC 
Velocity: 836 FPS 
No armor layers penetrated 


* 


H 


Rem. 250 gr. .45 Long Colt LRN 
Velocity: 770 FPS 
No layers penetrated 







Rem. 210 gr. .41 Magnum LSWC 
Velocity: 994 FPS 
No layers penetrated 


Rem. 158 gr. .357 Magnum JHP 
Velocity: 1,151 FPS 
One layer penetrated 


Fed. 123 gr. 9mm Para. FMC 
Velocity: 1,069 FPS 
Three layers penetrated 


Rem. 115 gr. 9mm Para. JHP 
Velocity: 1.161 FPS 
Two layers penetrated 


W/W 115 gr. 9mm Para. Silvertip 
Velocity: 1,190 FPS 
No layers penetrated 


S&W 125 gr. .38 Spl. Nyclad 
Velocity: 1,001 FPS 
No layers penetrated 


W/W 40 gr. .22 Magnum JHP 
Velocity: 1,210 FPS 
Two layers penetrated 


CCI 32 gr. .22 LR Stinger 
Velocity: 1,283 FPS 
Two layers penetrated 





(ALL BULLETS PHOTOGRAPHED ON 1/8" GRID) 



FINALLY! Body armor so comfortable you can wear it all the 
time ... so effective it exceeds the federal government’s 
recommendation for standard police body armor . . . and so 
inexpensive our slogan is literally true — you can’t afford to 
be without it. 

This is serious armor — the same style and weave of Zepel©- 
treated Kevlar© recommended by the federal report that set 
the national standard for police body armor. But there is 12.5% 
more armor, front and back, in your SILENT PARTNER than 
that report recommended! 

SILENT PARTNER'S T-shirt design is unique. It’s the first suc¬ 
cessful combination of a comfortable cotton garment and first- 
rate flexible armor. You put on your SILENT PARTNER like an 
ordinary T-shirt. Armor and all, it weighs just 1.5 pounds! 

And at this price, it’s some of the cheapest life insurance you 
can buy! 



125. GR .38 Spl. 

AT t FT. (Bullet sWppld 


SQ 

t|95 

ONLY 




250 6ft. M5 ACP HU 

AT 1 FT. (BULLET STOPPED 
8V FIRST LAVER OF AftftOR) 



(JC) Jungle Camo (DC) Desert Camo (W) Undercover White (B) Ninja Black 


(Order your normal T-shirt size) 

S (34-36) 

M (38-40) 

L (42-44) 

XL (46-48) 


(1) Complete units: 

{shirt, front and back armor) 

@ $99.95 each 

Qty. 

















$ 


Color(s) 

JC 

DC 

W 

B 

JC 

DC 

W 

B 

JC 

DC 

W 

B 

JC 

DC 

W 

B 


(2) Extra T-shirt Carrier(s) 

@ $22.95 each 

Qty. 

















$ 

NAME 

Shipping and Handling 

$ 5.00 

6% Sales Tax (La. res. only) 

$ 

STREET ADDRESS 

TOTAL 

$ 

o 

3 

I 


SIGNATURE 


CREDIT CARD NO. 


□ Check* Mall to: 

° Silent Partner, Inc. 

D Money Order 230 LAFAYETTE ST. 

□ Mastercard GRETNA, LA 70053 
0 Amex -hmm re*. 3 Tib 


CREDIT CARD CUSTOMERS! Get expedited shipment on VISA, 
Mastercard and American Express card orders by calling our 24-hour 
toll-free number: 


1-800-328-3890, Ext. 6028 

(CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY, PLEASE) 

For dealer or technical information, phone (504) 366-4851 
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M ercs freed 

IN ANGOLA 

Three Americans — two soldiers of 
fortune and a commercial pilot — 
were released in November after 
lengthy imprisonment by the Marxist 
regime in the African nation of Ango¬ 
la. The two are Gary Acker, 28, and 
Gustavo Grillo, 33, captured in Angola 
in 1976 while serving in the forces of 
anti-Marxist leader Holden Roberto of 
the National Front for the Liberation 
of Angola (FNLA). The other American 
was 32-year-old Geoffrey Taylor, 
taken by the Angolans in 1979 when a 
private plane he was ferrying to Cape 
Town, South Africa, made an emer¬ 
gency landing. 

The Americans were released in ex¬ 
change for two Soviet airmen, cap¬ 
tured by Jonas Savimbi’s UNITA (Na¬ 
tional Union for the Total Liberation 
of Angola) forces in southern Angola. 
The South Africans freed a Russian 
sergeant major and 94 Angolan fight¬ 
ers. (See “To Russia with Love,” SOF, 
January ’82, and “The War the World 
Forgot,” SOF, July, August *81.) 

Also included in the exchange, 
which was arranged by American and 
Soviet diplomats and supervised by 
the International Red Cross, were the 
bodies of seven men killed in fighting 
over the past six years. The coffins 
contained the remains of four Rus¬ 
sians, two South Africans and one 
Cuban. The bodies were switched be¬ 
tween aircraft bearing Red Cross 
markings amid tight military security 
at Lusaka Airport. 

For more information on the cir¬ 
cumstances in which Acker and Grillo 
were captured see Bulletin Board, 
SOF, Fall 76, and “Murder in 
Luanda,” SOF, Winter 77. 

W ALTERS WRONG 

CHOICE FOR VA . . . 

The Reagan Administration main¬ 
tained its tradition of nominating 
substandard candidates to head the 
Veterans Administration with its new 
VA chief. 

He is Harry N. Walters, whose main 
claim to military fame is that he was a 
football star at West Point. Walters 
resigned his commission the day his 
obligatory four years’ service was up 
to become president of a paper com¬ 
pany in Potsdam, N.Y. He formerly 
was assistant secretary of the Army 
for manpower and reserve affairs, a 
political appointment. 

Walters became the first VA chief 
who never served in combat, a bone 
of contention to veterans’ organiza¬ 
tions which specifically asked 
Reagan to appoint a combat veteran 
to the post, one who might be more 
sympathetic to veterans’ — particu¬ 
larly Vietnam veterans — problems. 

Confirmed by the Senate, Walters 
succeeded Robert Nimmo, a wealthy 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 



by Bob Poos & John Metzger 




SOF Foreign Correspondent Jim 
Coyne, in Central American bush last 
November with anti-communist 
guerrillas, stands with Commandante 
“Vikingo” and anti-Sandinista guerrillas 
of FARM Union Democratica 
Nicaraguense at base/training camp on 
Nicaraguan border. Under direction of 
“El Negro” Chammoro, this group 
prepares for offensive deep inside 
Nicaragua, part of escalating anti¬ 
communist guerrilla campaign being 
waged for that strategic Central 
American country. Look for Coyne’s 
report in a future issue of SOF. 

Photo: Jay Mallin 

California Korean War veteran who 
spent most of his 17 months in office 
under fire from veterans’ groups 
which accused him of being more in¬ 
terested in cutting the VA’s budget 
than veterans’ problems. 

C BS STIRS CONTROVERSY 
WITH FILMS AND FIBS . . . 

A Vietnamese resistance group 
that is starting to work its way into 
operations against the communists 
has run into problems with the news 
department at CBS, according to Alan 
Dawson of the Bangkok Post. The 
group has charged that CBS altered 


the facts on their anti-communist 
movement and now refuses to correct 
the error. CBS reported the group is 
active in Vietnam, while in fact — ac¬ 
cording to resistance leaders — the 
guerrillas are only in the process of 
formation and are thus far restricted 
to a base area in Laos, far from the 
Vietnamese border. 

This all began early in 1982 when 
the rightist resistance led by former 
Adm. Hoang Co Minh invited New 
York-based cameraman Nguyen Dinh 
An to attend an official ceremony in 
the jungle to inaugurate the group. 
The location was supposed to be a 
secret, and for the public the group 
said it was “in Indochina.” They have 
revealed the meeting was in a section 
of a Lao resistance camp four miles 
from the Thai border. 

But when An’s film, narrated by 
former Vietnam reporter and 60 Min - 
utes star Morley Safer, was aired on 
CBS (and rebroadcast on the Voice of 
America around the world), the loca¬ 
tion was reported to be “on the Viet- 
nam-Cambodia border.” 

The resistance asked for a correc¬ 
tion from CBS, on the grounds that 
the communists were going to even¬ 
tually find out where the ceremony 


16 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


APRIL/83 






had been held — far from Vietnam — 
and would ridicule the group’s claims 
made by CBS that it was in Vietnam¬ 
ese territory. CBS didn’t reply to 
several letters from the group. No cor¬ 
rection was made, although sources 
say the network finally asked its 
Indochina-watching bureau in Bang¬ 
kok for an evaluation of the protest. 
The bureau’s investigation told CBS 
in New York that it thought the Safer- 
An report was probably false. CBS 
has not yet corrected the report, nor 
addressed the issue, despite queries 
by other media representatives. 

Thus far, Hanoi has made no men¬ 
tion of the resistance group. Presum¬ 
ably, at least for now, it feels that it 
poses no threat to Vietnam, and is not 
worth public attention. 

C FA 

IN CHARLOTTE . . . 

This note appeared in the Free Af¬ 
ghanistan Report, printed by the Com¬ 
mittee for a Free Afghanistan, in No¬ 
vember 1982: 

“Thousands of people attended the 
convention hosted by Soldier of For¬ 
tune Magazine in Charlotte, N.C. The 
Committee for a Free Afghanistan 
was there, represented by Executive 
Director Karen McKay and Counsel 
David Isby. All expenses and the cost 
of the display were covered by Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine itself as a con¬ 
tribution to the Committee. At the 
convention, combat footage from Af¬ 
ghanistan was shown and briefings 
on the situation in Afghanistan were 
given. Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
has become one of the last refuges of 
real-life reporting of the world’s trou¬ 
ble spots, so their support is especial¬ 
ly gratifying.” 

We thank the Committee for the 
compliment, and commend its mem¬ 
bers for the work they are doing for 
the Afghan Freedom Fighters. The 
mujahideen still need your help. 
Please send what you can to the Af¬ 
ghan Freedom Fighters Fund, P.O. 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. For fur¬ 
ther information on the Committee 
for a Free Afghanistan, write them at: 
1237 Pennsylvania Ave., S.E., Wash¬ 
ington, DC 20003. 

A merasian 

CHILDREN AID ... 

Readers who wish to obtain infor¬ 
mation concerning wives and children 
still in Vietnam, or want to help those 
who were left behind, may contact 
Sister Mary Nelle Gage, Lutheran 
Social Services of Colorado, 2695 Al- 
cott, Suite 133 S, Denver, CO 80211. 
Phone: (303) 433-3301. 

C ASH REWARD 
OFFERED . . . 

On Saturday, 16 October 1982, 
someone removed from the seminar 


room, Holiday Inn Woodlawn, visual 
props, i.e. charts, photos and maps 
belonging to Capt. Larry Dring, M/Sgt. 
Ernie Husted and Lt. Col. Mark 
Berent. 

SOF will pay $200 cash for the 
return or information leading to the 
return of these items. All correspon¬ 
dence will be confidential. Call Con¬ 
vention Director at (303) 449-3750 or 
mail the items directly to SOF, P.O. 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

B rits honor 

FALKLAND FIGHTERS . . . 

Americans don’t hold parades to 
honor their military heroes anymore 
but the British still do it — and in 
style. British servicemen who won the 
Falkland Islands War paraded 
through the heart of London in a 
celebration of victory and national 
pride which drew thunderous ova¬ 
tions and cries of “Well done, boys.” 

The “Salute to the Task Force” was 
designed as a tribute from the City of 
London, the original square-mile sec¬ 
tion of Roman London which now 
composes the British business cen¬ 
ter. But London Lord Mayor Sir Chris¬ 
topher Leaver said it should “be seen 
as the entire nation’s thank you.” He 
and Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
stood on the reviewing stand and the 
Lord Mayor doffed his ostrich-plumed 
tricorn hat as each unit of the 
1,200-man task force passed by. 

Royal Marines, soldiers and the 
British Navy swiftly recaptured the is¬ 
land group after its seizure on 2 April 
1982 by Argentine invaders, who then 
suffered one of the most humiliating 
defeats in modern military history. 

J APAN’S MOVE 

TOWARD SELF DEFENSE . .. 

Japan will attempt to beef up its de¬ 
fense capabilities in 1983. The Japa¬ 
nese Defense Agency is asking the 
government and parliament for $10.86 
billion — a 7.3-percent increase — to 
augment all branches of service. Per¬ 
centage increases are 11 percent for 
the Air Force, 9.4 percent for the Navy 
and 4.8 percent for the Army. In addi¬ 
tion, the Defense Agency’s Technical 
Research and Development institute 
is requesting $150 million, an in¬ 
crease of 10.2 percent. 

New Air Force procurements would 
include 82 aircraft, 81 short-range air 
defense missiles and 48 sets of Gen¬ 
eral Dynamic’s “Stinger” portable 
missiles. The Navy wants a number of 
ships ranging from destroyers to 
high-speed missile boats. Ground 
forces want to buy 16 sets of Kawa¬ 
saki Type 79 antitank missiles, eight 
sets of Type 81 air defense missiles, 
44 sets of “Stingers” and 74 main bat¬ 
tle tanks along with an unspecified 
quantity of armored personnel car¬ 
riers, howitzers and mortars. 


The United States has had its mili¬ 
tary stretched thin in recent years, 
and a Japanese defense build-up will 
permit more Japanese self-reliance, 
and less reliance on U.S. protection. 
SOF supports this trend, which has 
been advocated by responsible Amer¬ 
ican conservatives and military 
leaders for years. 

S PECIAL OPS COMMAND 
GETS ROLLING ... 

The Army has formed a new special 
operations command to speed U.S. re¬ 
sponses to leftist insurgencies in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. The 
action is the first significant result of 
instructions in Defense Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger’s five-year De¬ 
fense Guidance Plan. Weinberger 
said in announcing the document: 
“We must revitalize and enhance spe¬ 
cial operations forces capable of pro¬ 
jecting U.S. power where the use of 
conventional forces would be prema¬ 
ture, inappropriate or infeasible.” 

The new Special Operations Com¬ 
mand, located at Ft. Bragg, N.C., is 
headed by Brig. Gen. Joseph C. Lutz. 
It includes existing Special Forces 
units at Ft. Bragg, Ft. Devens, Mass., 
Panama and West Germany .and the 
Army’s two Ranger battalions. Gen. 
Lutz said Special Forces would grad¬ 
ually be expanded by 30 percent to 
flesh out the new command. 

V IETNAM’S 

UNKNOWN SOLDIER ... 

Defense Secretary Caspar Wein¬ 
berger has assured Washington veter¬ 
ans’ group leaders that a soldier killed 
in Vietnam will soon be buried at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Ar¬ 
lington National Cemetery. Because 
of advanced medical procedures used 
during the war, the problem of uniden¬ 
tifiable corpses was virtually elimi¬ 
nated, but the Pentagon has now ac¬ 
cumulated four sets of remains that 
will be almost impossible to identify. 
One of them will be given a ceremon¬ 
ial burial at Arlington perhaps as early 
as May 1983. 


T urks get tough 

ON SOVIET BORDER ... 

Turkish troops who patrol the 
380-mile, border between Turkey and 
Russia have been ordered to shoot on 
sight any Soviet soldiers who enter 
Turkish territory. 

The order is a direct response to 
the August 1982 deaths of two Turk¬ 
ish troops who were shot after in¬ 
advertently crossing the border. Ac¬ 
cording to Turkish military officials, 
Soviets who crossed the border in the 
past were simply warned off. 
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ADVENTURE 

QUARTERMASTER 

by John Metzger 



New 94 ... 

SOF was fortunate in receiving some 
of the first photographs released of 
Heckler & Koch's new 94 series semi¬ 
automatic carbine. 

We haven't seen the gun yet, but here 
is some general information: 

The weapon will be offered in two 
models: The HK 94 A-2, with fixed, 
high-impact plastic stock, and the HK 94 
A-3, with sliding metal stock. Both 
weapons are identical except for the 
stocks, and are semiautomatic carbine 
versions of the full-auto HK MP 5 SMG. 

The 94 will be produced in 9mm Para- 
bellum with a 15-round magazine. Barrel 
length is 16.1 inches. Approximate 
weight is 5.8 pounds (the MP 5 SMG 
weighs 5.4 pounds as a result of the 
shorter barrel). A 30-round magazine, 
sling, magazine loader and unloader will 
be sold as accessories. The 94 should be 
on the U.S. market by the time this sees 
print (April or May 1983). The A-2 will 
retail for $650 and the A-3 for $720. 


SOF looks forward to a chance to fire 
this new carbine and report our ap¬ 
praisal to our readers. For more infor¬ 
mation, contact Heckler & Koch, Inc., 


Dept. SOF, 933 North Kenmore St., 
Suite 218, Arlington, VA 22201. Phone: 
(703) 243-3700. 



Blade to live by ... 

Lifeknife makes a survival knife to 
help keep you alive in tough places. In¬ 
cluded in the hollow handle are wire saw 
(for emergency use only), seven fish 
hooks, 20 feet of 10-pound test line, 
three heavy-duty sewing needles with six 
feet of utility wire and three to four 
“British life-boat matches,” which can 
be lit, immersed in water, and stay on 
fire. The knife's most unique feature is 
the compass fitted into the handle butt 
— an extremely luminous, oil-filled, 
jeweled diver’s compass, waterproof to 
100 meters. 

Overall length is IOV 2 inches, with full 
weight of 9 Vi ounces. The blade is a six- 
inch modified Bowie with sharpened 


false edge and serrated saw on top. The 
420C stainless steel blade is extremely 
corrosion resistant. A leather sheath, 
sewn with nylon thread and brass riv¬ 
eted, is standard. The handle is alumi¬ 
num alloy, with baked-on semi-gloss 
enamel finish. 

I personally shy away from hollow- 
handled knives because of balance com¬ 
promises and lack of a full tang, but the 
Lifeknife offers enough trade-offs to 
make it a worthwhile purchase — espe¬ 
cially at its reasonable price of $39.95. It 
will make an excellent addition to sur¬ 
vival kits in the home, car, boat, pack, 
etc. For more information, contact Life¬ 
knife , Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 771, Santa 
Monica, CA 90406. 



G rab 

a gripper ... 

Pachmayr, Inc., famous for its rubber 
hand-gun grips, has further improved its 
line with the introduction of the “Grip¬ 
per.” This one-piece combat-style grip 
for double-action revolvers incorporates 
all the standard features of the well- 
known Pachmayr revolver grip, plus the 
addition of finger grooves and wrap¬ 
around that cushions the back-strap. 

The finger-groove design positions the 
hand correctly, allowing for quick and 
positive target acquisition from a fast 
draw. The padded back-strap fills the 
web of the hand and absorbs recoil bet¬ 
ter than ever — even for heavy service 
loads. The one-piece Gripper really 
“molds” the shooter to the revolver, re¬ 
sulting in improved accuracy during rap¬ 
id-fire double-action shooting. 

Pachmayr’s Gripper is available for 
$16.25 from dealers, or directly from the 
company for $16.25 plus $2 shipping. 
For further information, contact Pach¬ 
mayr Gun Works, Inc., Dept. SOF, 
1220 South Grand Ave., Los Angeles, 
CA 90015. Phone: (213) 748-7271.^ 
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ASSAULT 

SYSTEmS 


Tough! 


Strong 11 oz. Cordura nylon, 
super K-Kote waterproofed, 1" foam 
padding protects weapon, nylon thread 
-double stitched at seams, military spec, 
welded black D rings and hardware, nylon YKK 
lockable zipper, 2“ nylon web carrying handle 
and detachable adjustable padded shoulder strap, 
hook and loop compartment closures. Unconditionally 
guaranteed. Specify Black or Vietnam Leaf 
Camouflage ..and weapon. 


#ARC Assault Rifle Case. Customized for all Assault Rifles including 
collapsible stock models. 5 Outside Mag pouches plus compartment 
for handgun, scope, bipod, etc. S65 


Pistol 

Cases 


#SMGC 
Submachine 
Gun Case. 

§|||PP^ For U2I, Ingram Mac 
|PF* 10 & 11. 6 Outside Mag 
pouches plus handgun and 
accessories compartment. S60 


#SWC Special Weapons Case. 
33", 40" and 48" length models to fit all riot 
shotguns, scoped rifles, other weapons. Outside 
compartments for handgun., ammo, knives 
and accessories $65 


W Foam padded, full 
opening, lockable, waterproofed 
nylon handles. #P10 10" S11.50; 
#P12 12" $13; #P14 14" $14.50; 
#P20 20" S16. 


#HN45 

Military 

Shoulder 

Holster 


Stronger than ieather. but allows gun 
to breathe. Lightweight and flexible for A 
super comfort. Hook and loop closures 
secure weapon. Washable no mildew! 

Black only. Specify weapon and left or right. 


Strong 11 oz. Cprdgra iffl 

nylon, super K-Kote water- vi n 

proofed, military spec. 

black D rings and hardware, 

nylon YKK lockable zipper, B H 

2" nylon web carrying 

handle (except Escort and . 

Diplomat Bags) and detach- ^■ 

abte/adjustable padded , > 

shoulder strap. Folds 

flat for storage. Specify illLi 

Black or Camouflage. ^ 

A) #IB30 International ■ 

Gear Bag (30Lxl2Hx13W). 'I|p3| 

Top of the line and loaded 

with features! Dual inside nitflftfftWI 

zipper pockets and JtM 

divider flap, 4 exterior 
zippered pockets. $129.95 

B) #PB27 Pro Gear Bag E 

(27Lx15Hx1GW). 

Big-carries all! One main 

compartment plus an outside zippered pouch. $70 

C) #MB22 Medium Gear Bag (22Lx1QHx12W). 
Perfect utility bag. One main compartment with 
inside zippered pouch. $45 


For- 

autos 

and medium 
frame revolvers. 

Can be worn concealed 
or military style. Conforms 
to body shape~$35. For 
6" BBL-$40, 


Beit Holster 
Assembly 


2" Nylon web bell 
Hf with Fastek quick- 
IBS{Mr release buckle holds 
L:® ballistic nylon holster 
- for all .45 and 9mm auto's, 
and flapped double mag. pouch. 
#BH Holster $35? Belt 
$16.75. #MP Mag. Pouch S10. 
#BHA Complete Assembly $60. 
, ‘For 6" BBL-add $5. 


#SHC 

Concealabfe f 
Shoulder Holster 
Fits any gun, l 
Elastic back fj 
strap allows j/ 
free arm ^ 
move- X 
ment. / 

$40 / 


4 AH 

Ankle 

Holster 


D) #FB14 Flight Bag 
(14Lx11Hx9W). Our best 
gear bag. Ideal airline 
carry-on size. One main 
compartment plus an 
outside zippered pouch. 
545 


E) #DCB Diplomat Bag 
(17Lx10Hx9W). Big capacity 
many features. Padded 
bottom and walls, dual 
outside flap compartments 
on one side, envelope com¬ 
partment on other. $71.50 


F) #ECB Escort Bag 
(11Lx9Hx6W), Small shoulder 
bag with padded bottom and 
walls. One main compart¬ 
ment plus an outside 
zippered pocket. Ideal 
for cameras. $45.00 


For 

revolvers 

MJPf ‘ ‘ 1 and small auto's. 
Rubber padding over 
pP* 1 ankle area. Nylon breathes 
-no sweat buildup. Black only. $30 


Also available: Black nylon baseball hat with A/S Logo. $6.95 • Nylon Tri-fold Wallet with A/S Logo, black or camouflage, $7.95 • Garment 
Bag (matches other A/S Gear Bags) 3-suit size, black or camouflage. $66.75 • Security Pouch, similar to our Ankle Holster shown above, but 
carries money, credit cards or valuables, black only. $24.50. • Send $2.00 for complete Assault Systems catalog-free with order. 


Please send me the following: 


/ Plus $3 per order for postage \ 

‘ (Canada and Hawaii $5). \ 

MasterCard, Visa, AmEx, Money \ 
Order, Check or C.O.D.—merch. held 
for clearance of checks not certified. 

Send Dealer FFL oi 
Law Enforcement Dept, letterhead. , 
LAW ENFORCEMENT & 

\ DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED / 


Bill my: Q Master Card □ Visa □ AmEx 

Exp. Date- Card #_ M _ 

Name_ 

Address__ _ 


SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL. INC. \ 

626 HORAN DRIVE • ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2476 \ 

TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800 325-3049 

.MISSOURI RESIDENTS: 1-314-343-3575 . 
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EDITORIAL 

THE UNITED NATIONS — AMERICA’S 
SETT-INFLICTED WOUND 



“You will lose control of 
the United Nations to 
the developing countries 
and city-states, who will 
inevitably be easily 
manipulated by the 
Soviet Union.” 

Charles de Gaulle 


bv Ross Mackenzie 



H AS the UN, in terms of America’s interests, 
outlived its usefulness? 

Soon after its birth 37 years ago, the UN prema¬ 
turely entered doddering senility. It began babbling 
and making no sense at all. Some Samaritan took it 
to the Intensive-care unit, where it was hooked up 
to American-provided respirators that have kept its 
heart and lungs pumping for the many years since 
detectable brain function ceased. Perhaps, in the 
name of compassion, the time has come to pull the 
plug perhaps the time has come to allow the UN to 
drift away into a dignified death. 

The UN’s intended function was to serve as a 
town meeting of the world. It was based on the 
premise that nations would not start shooting at 
one another as long as they continued to talk to 
one another — usually about peace. Never mind 
that its precursor, the League of Nations, didn’t 
have that effect: The Japanese were talking about 
peace in the league when they stole Manchuria; 
Mussolini was uttering paeans to peace in the 
league when his troops invaded Ethiopia; Stalin 
was singing hosannas to peace when he attacked 
Finland, for which his government was thrown out 
of the league. 

The UN was to be somehow different, but it 
hasn’t been. And it hasn’t been different because 
of the communist bloc, which has refused to coop¬ 
erate in peace. Indeed, the communist bloc uses the 
UN as a weapon of war. Lenin and Stalin, and 
♦heir contemporary Kremlin disciples, postulated 


the inevitability of war for the final overthrow of 
capitalism. But they postulated as well the weaken¬ 
ing of the capitalist world through the medium of 
negotiation and talk. As Stalin said in 1927, citing 
Lenin: “The maintenance of peaceful relations 
with capitalist countries is an obligatory task for 
us. The basis of relations with capitalist countries 
consists in admitting the co-existence of two op¬ 
posed systems.’’ 

Long ago the UN ceased to be a world forum for 
the airing of views, and became instead a pit for the 
baiting and bearding of Uncle Sam and his allies. 

Back in the ’50s, Charles de Gaulle saw clearly. 
He told President Eisenhower: “You will lose con¬ 
trol of the United Nations to the developing coun¬ 
tries and the city-states, who will inevitably be easi¬ 
ly manipulated by the Soviet Union.’’ We have 
learned how right he was. 

Let the Reagan administration, then, declare 
that henceforth the United States shall continue to 
participate in UN deliberations, but that it no 
longer will vote — on anything. Thereby the 
United States would deny meaning to every UN 
vote. And if the panjandrums and the commissars 
fail to get the message — the message that we are 
done with being rhetorically roasted largely at our 
own expense — then, surely, we ought to pull the 
plug. Maybe, even now, the moment for pulling it 
has arrived. ^ 

Reprinted by permission of Tribune Company Syndicate , Inc . 
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It ’s like having X-ray ears... 


Tiny, powerful electronic “ears” 
let you hear whispers through walls, 
conversations 2 miles away. 


The Dyna-Mike 
Transmitter 

It’s smaller than a quarter. But DYNA-MIKE 
will transmit every sound in a room to an FM 
radio tuned to the proper unused frequency, 
from Va mile to 2 miles away. 

If you're at a 
neighbor’s home 
a block from 
your own, 
you can 

hear your baby’s 
cry, or you can 
tell the instant your 
spouse comes home. If two 
of you are driving tandem in two cars, one or 
both of you can communicate with the other 
even if other cars drive between you. 

DYNA-MIKE has as many uses as your im¬ 
agination can think of. For a business con¬ 
ference, let the tiny microphone sit unob¬ 
trusively on the table or concealed on a shelf, 
and you’ll be able to record every word. For 
businesses, you can put an FM receiver in a 
warehouse or remote office and ' ‘broadcast" 
instructions or orders to be filled. 

Public speakers never had a better friend 
than the DYNA-MIKE. No wires or setup - just 
turn on one or more radios and your speech will 
come through with perfect fidelity. Put one on 
the front porch. If you hear a suspicious sound, 
turn on the radio and you’ll hear the doorbell or 
the ring of the telephone. 

Choose Your Model 

New Horizons is introducing three models of 
the DYNA-MIKE supersensitive broadcast 
microphone. Model IC-18 is the world’s 
smallest micorphone — it's a miracle of elec¬ 
tronic miniature power, with a high-fidelity 
range of 1800 feet. Introductory price is 
$129.95 (two for only $119.95 each). 

Model X-18 is the longest-range microphone, 
with an unbelievable two-mile range. Introduc¬ 
tory price is $149.95 (two for only $139.95 
each). 

Model X-3 is the most sensitive microphone. 
It broadcasts perfect-quality sound even from 
low-levels or whispers, up to 1,500 feet. In¬ 
troductory price is $99.95 (two for only $89.95 
each). 

Each microphone is fully wired, complete 
with standard HC-1.35V. battery, good for 100 
hours of continuous use and easily and inex¬ 
pensively replaceable. 

Of course you’re protected by the New 
Horizon guarantee: use any DYNA-MIKE 
transmitter microphone for 30 days, with the 
right to return it for a full refund if you’re not 
delighted. 



PHONE OR USE THIS COUPON 


The Super-Ear 

You’ll hear it all. 

Effortlessly, you can hear not just a baby’s 
cries, but quiet breathing, through a concrete 
wall a foot thick. Put the SUPER-EAR earphone 
in your ear and place the speaker on the wall. 
That’s all there is to it. 

SUPER-EAR hears everything, and even more 
astounding, hears it clearly. It’s as though the 
wall weren’t there. If you’re coming home late 
at night and think intruders are in your 
residence, let SUPER-EAR find out for you. 
Want to know if the meeting is over in the room 
with the closed door? SUPER-EAR will tell you 
in a second. 

SUPER-EAR is undetectable from the other 
side of the wall. The quality of sound has amaz¬ 
ing fidelity—good enough to record, and 
SUPER-EAR has its own built-in recorder jack. 

Because SUPER-EAR is the ultimate listen¬ 
ing device, you can 
use it to pinpoint hidden 
squeaks in your car 
or the source of 
mysterious 
engine 
noises. 

Construction 
experts use 
it to check 
for flaws 
or cracks 
in buildings. 

It Works Anywhere! 

Ever put your ear to a railroad track to try to 
hear the train? Try it with SUPER-EAR. You’ll 
hear that train many miles away. Use it as a 
powerful stethoscope on yourself, a friend, or a 
pet. You can even hear a bird’s breathing. 

The only source for SUPER-EAR is New 
Horizons. Choose from two models — Model 
SB-5, with ultrasensitive microphone, $139.95 
(two for only $129.95 each); or Model SB-1, 
with suction-type microphone, $99.95 (two for 
only $89.95 each). 

Use your SUPER-EAR for 30 days. If for any 
reason you're not delighted, the absolute New 
Horizons guarantee means you can return it for 
a prompt refund. 



The Phone Answerer 
Recorder 

The PHONE ANSWERER/RECORDER con¬ 


nects in seconds between any tape recorder 
and your telephone. When you’re away it 
automatically delivers a message up to 20 
seconds to anyone who calls: when you’ll 
return, when to call back, where you are. 

When you’re there, the ANSWERER/- 



RECORDER starts 
any cassette recorder 
automatically 
when you pick 
up the phone 
and shuts 
off when you 
hang up. 


It records both sides of the conversation with 
astonishing clarity, giving you a permanent 
record of every call, preventing unauthorized 
use of your phone, and eliminating misun¬ 
derstandings over what was said. It’s specially 
wired to extend recording time on your tape 
recorder. Needs no batteries - it’s always 
“alive”. 

The PHONE ANSWERER/RECORDER is a 
masterpiece of miniaturization. It’s yours for 
$49.95 (two for only $44.95 each). PHONE 
RECORDER unit alone, records but doesn’t 
answer, $29.95 (two for $24.95) each). Every 
instrument has the unbeatable New Horizons 
guarantee. 


For immediate service on credit card orders, 
call toll-free 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week: 

1-800-227-1617 

Ask for operator NO. 110 

in California: 800-772-3545 

We Absolutely Guarantee! Use any electronic 
instrument acquired from us for up to 30 days. 
If you decide for any reason that you don’t want 
to keep it, return it for a 100% refund. 

New HORIZONS 

245 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 


NEW HORIZONS, 245 Fifth Ave., Dept. SF2, New York, N.Y. 10016 

Please ship at once, with 30-day money-back guarantee: 

□ Super-Ear Model SB-5, $139.95 

Indicate payment method: 

_Check enclosed 

Bill to_VISA 


□ 2 for $129.95 each 

□ Super-Ear Mode! SB-1, $99.95 

□ 2 for $89.95 each 

□ Dyna-Mike Mode! 1C 18, $129.95 

□ 2 for $119.95 each 

□ Dyna-Mike Model X-18, $149.95 

□ 2 for $139.95 each 

□ Dyna-Mike Model X-3, $99.95 

□ 2 for $89.95 each 

□ Phone Answerer/Recorder, $49.95 

□ Phone Recorder, $29.95 

□ 2 for $24.95 each 


. Master Card 


No_ 

Expires _ 

Name_ 

Address. 
City _ 


. Signature . 


.State. 


-Zip. 


Please add $1.75 per total order for shipping. 
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CHINA’S 

AMERICAN 

HERO 



T ENS of thousands of Chinese lined 
the avenue of sorrow as the cortege 
passed on a spring day in 1932. Four 
thousand more appeared at Hungjoa 
Airdrome to offer tribute at graveside. 

The cortege, which had rolled slowly 
from Moore Memorial Church in 
Shanghai, was composed of the hearse, 
45 flower-laden cars and 300 more 
vehicles carrying the leaders of China. 
Included was T.V. Soong, Prime Mini¬ 
ster. The state funeral honored a nation¬ 
al hero of China. But the man was not 
Chinese. 

He was Robert McCawley Short, 
American. More exactly, Col. Robert 
Short, American pilot who had died in 
an air battle while defending China 
against Japan. 

Robert McCawley Short was given a 
state funeral, made a national hero and 
posthumously awarded a colonel’s com¬ 
mission because of his deep idealism. 
His death on that fateful day of 22 
February was a gallant climax to a 
lifetime urge to fight — and die if 
necessary — for the underdog. 

Robert Short during his brief life was 
the idealistic All-American Boy. He 
grew up in Tacoma, Wash., in an era 
when lifestyle dictated clean living, hard 
playing, championing the underdog and 
most important — succeeding in life. It 
was a national syndrome shaped by 
home, church and school. Heroes, in 
story books, triumphed because they 
lived by the rules. Robert Short’s whole 
life was an emulation of his boyhood 
heroes. In turn, he became one in his 
own right. 

Short was an early breadwinner. In 
the strive-and-succeed manner of the 
Horatio Alger boy-hero, he helped sup¬ 
port his widowed mother and younger 
brother by working as a messenger in a 
Tacoma shipyard. 

In school he was not a model student. 
But one school principal remembers: 
“He would fight for his friends or for 
anyone he thought was imposed upon. 
He had courage.’’ 

After high school, Short worked with 
a survey crew on the Cushman Dam, 
then under construction. With the ap¬ 
proach of fall he was faced with a deci¬ 
sion. Should he continue working and 
ease the financial burden at home? Or 
should he try making his way through 
college? College had a strong pull, but 
the thought of his family’s welfare 
decided the issue. 

With college at least temporarily out 
of reach, he sought self-improvement in 
correspondence courses. A year or so 
later, a friend suggested he try for the 
Army Air Corps Flying Cadet program. 
Short investigated the possibilities. 
What he found out was that candidates 
for appointment must be unmarried, be¬ 
tween 20 and 26 years of age, have satis¬ 
factorily completed at least two years of 
standard college work — or pass a writ- 


Robert Short's brief notation on the back 
of this photo: “1st Solo." Plane is 
Consolidated PT-1 Trainer. Photo: Ed 
Short 

ten education examination — and pass a 
physical examination whose standards 
were high. 

All qualified candidates would be as¬ 
signed to the Primary Flying School, 
March Field, Riverside, Calif. After 
completion of a six-month course, they 
would spend another six months in ad¬ 
vanced training at Kelly Field, San An¬ 
tonio, Texas. Flying cadets would re¬ 
ceive $75 per month, plus a ration allow¬ 
ance of $1 a day. They would wear a dis¬ 
tinctive uniform. 

In addition to flying time, cadets 
would receive instruction in theory of 
flight, airplane engines, aircraft rigging, 
machine guns, map-making, military 
law, meteorology, navigation, radio 


code — in all, 28 subjects necessary for 
the trained military pilot. Upon suc¬ 
cessful completion of the course, the fly¬ 
ing cadet would be commissioned a sec¬ 
ond lieutenant in the Air Corps Reserve. 

For Short, the suggestion he try the 
Air Corps program came at a most pro¬ 
pitious time. At the moment, he was 
caught up by the Lindbergh phenome¬ 
non then sweeping the country. Lind¬ 
bergh’s New York-to-Paris flight and 
subsequent grand tour of the United 
States in the Spirit of St . Louis had 
much to do with Short’s decision. 

Along with 28 other candidates, he 
took the written and physical examina¬ 
tions at Vancouver Barracks. The hours 
of self-improvement paid off. He was 
one of three selected. At March Field, 
Short was sworn in with the class that 
entered training on 1 March 1928. 

The cadets, a carefree lot, anticipated 
a wonderful year of flying. But their ar- 
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SOFer Robert Short: 
First American In Air War 

Against Japan 


by Martin Cole 




Robert McCawley Short: American and 
Chinese Nationalist hero. Photo: Courtesy 
of Ed Short 

dor was soon shaken. From enlisted men 
who served them, they began hearing 
distressing facts of attrition. Examining 
boards, called “Benzine Boards/’ con¬ 
vened frequently, and would account for 
two-thirds of the class being “washed 
out” in the primary stage. Of those who 
were fortunate enough to get to Kelly, 
the chances were that about one out of 
10 would be on hand to receive his wings. 

“We live in suspense,” Short wrote in 
his first letter home. 

In the days ahead, he received instruc¬ 
tion in the Consolidated PT-1 trainer. 
Sometime during the third week, he re¬ 
ceived his first words of assurance. An 
instructor making a check flight told 
him, “Short, you seem to grasp what it’s 
all about.” 

Fear of the Benzine Board increased 
with the tempo of training. One by one, 
cadets with long faces turned in their 
gear and said goodbye. By nightfall their 
cots had gone to storage. On 27 March, 
Robert wrote his mother that as yet he 
had not been called before the board, so 
for the time being he presumed every¬ 
thing was all right. Mingled with this 
concern was a deep-seated feeling of re¬ 
sponsibility. “I will be paid Saturday 
he wrote, “and I will send you a check.” 

A month later, he had acquired nearly 
20 hours of solo and dual time. Besides 
landings and takeoffs, he was practicing 
80-degree banks, right and left spins, 
wingovers and chandelles. Statistically, 
the odds of lasting the course were 
against him, yet the tone of his letters 
was, “I am resolved to Finish.” He 
studied hard, including free weekends. 

By June, the pace had increased with 
the summer temperature. The dreaded 
board was taking its toll. More than half 
the class had been sent home. There was 
no disgrace in the flying cadet being 
washed out. On the other hand, there 
was undeniable honor in lasting out the 

Pilot Robert Short pictured when he was 
flight instructor in Los Angeles area. 

Photo: Ed Short 
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course. Those who had survived thus far 
felt like veterans, although by no means 
secure. 

With the approach of graduation, 
Short found himself faced with a tough 
decision. There had developed in recent 
months a desperate need to lift the 
financial burden at home. Now that he 
was in the top five of the class, Short 
believed he would be assured a flying 
job. So his agonizing decision was 
whether to continue at Kelly Field or ask 
for a discharge. After much soul-search¬ 
ing, he sacrificed his Army career. 

Short’s flying ability and likable per¬ 
sonality opened doors of opportunity. 
For several years he was a familiar figure 
at southern California airports. He did 
private flying for the wealthy and a stint 
of test-piloting for Lockheed. Eventual¬ 
ly, in answer to previous correspon¬ 
dence, he received a telegram offering 
him an airmail run in China between 
Shanghai and Hangchow. The pay was 
attractive and Short accepted. 

In Shanghai, Short met sickening dis¬ 
appointment. The Loening amphibians 
he was to fly were nothing more than 
fugitives from the junk pile. He refused 
to fly them. Fortunately, other tem¬ 
porary flying jobs came his way until he 
was hired by the L.E. Gale Company, a 
firm marketing American planes in the 
Orient. 

As a field representative, his work 
took him to every province of China as 
well as to Japan and the Philippines. He 
became a close friend to T.V. Soong, 
who appointed him an adviser to the 
Chinese Air Force. 

In the following year, his letters home 
revealed more and more a nature that 
was not to be deterred. The empathy for 
his fellow men and the code of fair deal¬ 
ing that had characterized him since 
boyhood now played a significant role. 
Only one in 50 Americans, he wrote, 
cared to understand the Chinese. The 
American advisers preceding him had 
lied shamefully and misinformed the 
Chinese to their own advantage. 

Short also felt a deep sense of injustice 
over the Mukden incident in Manchuria, 
a small-scale Pearl Harbor attack in 
reverse. The Japanese Army leaders sta¬ 
tioned at Kwantung belonged to a feder¬ 
ation of officers that secretly plotted for 
an extension of Japanese power. Japa¬ 
nese merchants over the years had in¬ 
vested in the development of Man¬ 
churia. Their army clique, eyeing the 
rich agriculture, timber and mineral re¬ 
sources of the area, concluded Japanese 
expansion should not only begin there, 
but begin immediately. 

They staged a fake Chinese bombing 
raid that knocked out railroad bridges 
near Mukden. The railroad was a Japa¬ 
nese investment. After vehemently de¬ 
nouncing innocent China to the world, 
they used the incident as a pretext to 
take over Manchuria. 


With prophetic insight, Short wrote 
home: “Mother, you cannot realize the 
brutality and the uselessness of it all and 
what the United States will have to con¬ 
tend with sometime in the years to come. 
Japan has no bases of supplies and if the 
world powers allow her to keep Man¬ 
churia it won’t take 10 years to prepare 


AMERICAN HISTORIAN 

Martin Cole is a retired historian/ 
curator for the state of California. 
His SOF article on the life of Robert 
McCawley Short is adapted from a 
longer version which appeared in his 
book; Their Eyes On The Skies , 
published by Aviation Book Com¬ 
pany, Glendale, Calif. 

Cole declares, “My story is largely 
based on an unpublished manuscript 
written by the mother of Robert 
Short. The battle scene comes from 
eyewitness accounts told to Short’s 
brother when he visited China, con¬ 
temporary newspaper accounts and 
from the Japanese version, which 
was related to me by editor and 
author Goro Suzuki of Tokyo, Ja¬ 
pan, and which can be found in his 
book, New Frontiers In A Bold Sky 
(the literal translation of the Japa¬ 
nese title).” 

Cole is presently at work on his 
sixth book. He has had some 50 ar¬ 
ticles published in national maga¬ 
zines! After his retirement, he spent 
four years as associate editor and 
three years as editor of the Journal , 
published by the American Aviation 
Historical Society. He lives In Whit¬ 
tier, Calif. 


Distinction of shooting down Japan’s first 
American adversary in aerial combat is 
credited to Lt. Nojitugu Ikuta, pictured on 
left. Nakajima 3-type fighter in 
background. Photo: Goro Suzuki 



With the inscription: “Greater love hath no 
man than this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends,” memorial to Robert Short at 
Hungjoa Airport, Shanghai, China, as it 
appeared in 1932. Today, American 
visitors, who ask to see it, are unable to 
learn whether either grave or monument 
still exists. Photo: Ed Short 
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Grief-stricken Mrs. Elizabeth Short and 
Edmond commit son and brother to 
immortality, Shanghai, China, 1932. Photo: 
Ed Short 

for a world conquest with the United 
States as the prize.” 

As the shooting war heated up and the 
Japanese Army made substantial gains 
in Manchuria, the Japanese Imperial 
Navy, jealous of the Army’s success, at¬ 
tacked Shanghai. When the war closed 
in around the international settlement, 
fear mounted that trigger-happy Japan¬ 
ese might overrun the area. 

“Just now it is nine p.m.,” Short 
wrote in a letter home, “and the big 
Hong Kong Bank building clock is strik¬ 
ing, and sitting in my office, 1 can hear 
the bup-bup-bup of machine-gun fire. It 
isn’t steady. Just occasional.” 

From his vantage point, Short saw the 
indiscriminate bombing of Shanghai, 
and he saw women and children killed. 
He felt utter helplessness at his inability 
to do anything. These awful sights and 
his frustration contributed to a fast-ap¬ 
proaching climax. 

The triggering event was the arrival of 
a Boeing fighter. Through Short’s sales 
work, he had succeeded in selling an ex¬ 
perimental fighter plane to the Chinese 
government. At the Boeing plant back in 
Seattle, this particular plane had out¬ 
lived its usefulness, but X-66W, c/n 
1260, was the proven prototype for the 


U.S. Army P-12E and Navy F4B-3 
series. In appearance it was a single-seat 
biplane with metal monocoque fuselage, 
powered with a 450-hp Pratt & Whitney 
engine. Its top speed was around 200 
miles per hour. The outstanding P-12s 
developed from this particular test plane 
marked an era in pursuit development. 

In contrast to such a superior fighter, 
the Air Force of the Chinese Central 
Government was a conglomeration of 
obsolete American and European 
planes. Russian advisers had organized 
the Air Force in 1927; thus the mainstay 
of its planes were the Soviet-built De 
Havilland 9As of 1918 design. By Amer¬ 
ican standards, not only were the Chin¬ 
ese planes inferior, but its pilots were to¬ 
tally lacking in flying proficiency. Prob¬ 
ably the only Chinese pilot capable of 
flying the Boeing was Col. T.S. Shen, 
who had trained at Kelly. 

At the badly bombed Hungjoa Air¬ 
drome outside Shanghai, the P-12 was 
uncrated and assembled. At dawn one 
morning, Short made a test flight. After 
taxiing to the runway, he checked the in¬ 
struments and controls. When satisfied, 
he advanced the throttle. Almost as soon 
as the fighter got rolling, it came off the 
ground in a jackrabbit hop. The P-12, 
he discovered, was a “hot” airplane. 

After Short’s test flight, the Chinese 
insignia of a 12-point white star on a 
light blue circle was painted on the olive- 
drab fuselage. The Boeing now had to be 


delivered to the Chinese Air Force, be¬ 
lieved to be at Nanking. Because a three- 
hour flight there could be interrupted by 
roving Japanese patrols, machine-gun 
belts were threaded into the twin Brown¬ 
ing .30-calibers. 

When all was ready, Short took off. 

The date was 19 February 1932. He 
had 36 hours to live. 

The route to Nanking took him over 
villages Japanese Navy bombers had 
pounded ruthlessly. Somewhere along 
the route — possibly shortly after leav¬ 
ing Shanghai, he was spotted by Japan¬ 
ese Lt. Tokoro, leader of a recon¬ 
naissance flight. The three planes in 
Tokoro’s command were Mitsubishi, 
BIM, type 13, two-place, single-engine 
biplane bombers. Besides the pilot, each 
machine carried a rear gunner. The 
BIMs were attached to the carrier Kaga , 
as were all Japanese Navy planes oper¬ 
ating in that area. 

Tokoro was flying at about 10,000 
feet when he saw and recognized a P-12 
flying in a westerly direction. The P-12 
was flying at the same altitude, and on a 
course that would bring it within 
shooting distance of the Japanese. The 
P-12 was known to Navy Intelligence 
through the Japanese spy system. What 
was not known was the plane’s perfor¬ 
mance. At the moment Tokoro assumed 
the American fighter was being flown by 
a Chinese. Japanese contempt for 
Chinese pilot skills, and the fact they 
were three against one, offered an ex¬ 
cellent combat opportunity. Accord¬ 
ingly, they closed in for the kill. 

Short met the challenge by pushing 
the throttle forward, easing back on the 
stick and standing the P-12 on its tail. 
Over his shoulder he saw the Japanese 
feebly trying to climb to meet him. After 
gaining 1,500 more feet of altitude, he 
executed a fast wingover and came div¬ 
ing down on his adversaries. 

Now it must be recognized Short had 
had no combat training. Had he gone to 
Kelly Field, he would have fired machine 
guns at moving targets, and participated 
in simulated air battles. As he came div¬ 
ing out of the sky, lining his sights on a 
forward adversary, he would become his 
own instructor. 

The P-12’s excessive speed carried 
Short past the lead bomber, and he did 
not know whether his short burst found 
its target. He pulled up and away from 
the Japanese, who were turning to meet 
him. In the next few minutes, as Short’s 
combat maneuvers and shooting im¬ 
proved, Tokoro realized that the enemy 
was fast gaining the upper hand and 
shortly he and his men were going to be 
shot down, one by one — unless Tokoro 
resorted to the old WWI trick of having 
each plane fasten itself on the tail of 
another, making what is called the 
Lufbery circle. With the rear gunners 

Continued on page 66 
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Miami Narc Drops The “Man” 


THE DAY I 
SHOULD 

HAVE 

DIED 

by David Kowalski 



In the summer of 1973 , David Kowal¬ 
ski was trying to figure out how to sup¬ 
port a family of five while working his 
way through college . He was also “re¬ 
adjusting” from wearing Uncle Sam's 
green uniform — and expense-paid va¬ 
cations to such exotic places as Pleiku, 
Vietnam, where he had been with Com¬ 
pany B, 5th Special Forces Group. Ko¬ 
walski has had police experience as pa¬ 
trolman, narcotics officer , detective and 
chief of police , and is currently serving 
as a captain in the Air Force Reserve. 
Back in *73 on an August evening , Ko¬ 
walski had a rather terrifying experience 
— one that he would never forget: 

N INE August 1973 was just like any 
other day, or so I thought. My 
usual routine was to get out of bed, go to 
work for eight or ten hours, and then go 
to school for another four or six hours. 
On the 9th, however, I wasn’t going to 
school — but I did have a special job 
planned to make the day worthwhile. 


I was a cop assigned to the narcotics 
division of the Hialeah, Fla., Police De¬ 
partment, and I had a pretty decent¬ 
sized “buy” planned for that night. Be¬ 
cause of my six years in military intelli¬ 
gence, and my year with Special Forces, 
I tended to be detailed and thorough 
with my operations. I relegated every¬ 
thing to a written operations plan and 
had always tried to recon the terrain 
thoroughly just before each “buy.” 
Nevertheless, twice in the previous three 
months I had been involved in cases that 
hadn’t gone exactly as planned, and 
damned near had my head blown off by 
a well-meaning deputy sheriff. 

Anyway, I got to the office, retrieved 
my operations plan from the desk draw¬ 
er, pried my partner away from the cof¬ 
fee pot, selected a nondescript Chevrolet 
Impala from the motor pool, and 
headed out to North Miami Beach where 
I was to meet a major supplier of co¬ 
caine and quaaludes that evening. 

We cruised up and down sunny south 


Florida streets, peered down a hundred 
alleys, drank coffee in three different 
diners, and grabbed a meal at the Mc¬ 
Donald’s on Northeast 179th Street. All 
this time, my partner Dave was admiring 
my new Cuban-style, tropical shirt-jac¬ 
ket. He jokingly told me that if I got 
shot that night, he wanted me to will him 
my shirt. We laughed and 1 promised 
him that if I were shot, he could have it. 

By 1400 hours, we had reconned the 
area to our satisfaction, and returned to 
headquarters to make final preparations 
for the night’s operation. Dave was go¬ 
ing to “listen” to me from the electronic 
surveillance van, two other narcotics of¬ 
ficers would tail me in one car — and 
two detectives borrowed from Robbery 
Division would monitor my activities 
from a second sedan. We had drawn 
maps and charts of the area, and were 
familiar with all the one-ways, dead¬ 
ends and “good-access” alleys in the 
neighborhood. 

At 2000, we left headquarters, played 
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a little cat and mouse through Liberty 
City to practice our surveillance tech¬ 
niques and test the body transmitter, 
then headed toward North Miami 
Beach. I was driving a new blue and 
white Trans Am, packing two snub¬ 
nosed S&W Model 19s under my shirt, a 
small stainless Bauer .25 in an ankle 
holster and three thousand bucks worth 
of fancy electronic transmitter taped to 
my arm pit. I had a grocery bag full of 
cash, and I was on my way to make a 
score that I was sure even Serpico would 
have been proud of. 

I arrived at my “snitch's” apartment 
at 2055 and told her I was ready to make 
the “score.” I had only met Sheila a 
week before. I arrested her after she sold 
me five pounds of weed behind a local 
department store. I lectured her on the 
evils of selling dope, and told her that 
the judge could probably be persuaded 
to make life a little easier for her if she 
“cooperated” and helped me bust a big¬ 
ger dealer. She agreed to arrange this 


contact with one of Miami's supposedly 
big-time dope dealers, who, she said, 
supplied half the high-school market in 
Miami. I could hardly wait to get my 
teeth into this scum — and that very 
anxiety almost cost me my life. 

I stepped inside Sheila's apartment — 
and she told me that plans had changed. 
Delivery would not be at the apartment; 
the “man” would meet me at a nearby 
motel. The first rule of undercover work 
is that you never, never , change plans in 
midstream — but I was so anxious to 
bust this defiler of innocent children that 
I agreed to go to the motel. Hell, what 
could go wrong? I had half the police 
force following me, I was wearing 
enough electronic equipment to shame 
an AW AC E-3 A, and I was armed to 
the teeth. 

She said the “man” would meet me at 
exactly 2130. Not one minute earlier, 
and not one minute later. We walked to 
the parking lot, climbed into the Trans 
Am, and nosed out onto 184th Street. 


We stopped at a 7-11 so she could call 
the “man” and tell him we were on our 
way. While she was on the phone I used 
my body mike to transmit a hurried list 
of changes and amendments to my fol¬ 
lowing protectors. 

Sheila came out of the 7-11 and we 
pulled out of the parking lot toward 
179th Street. Little did I know that pull¬ 
ing out of the parking lot was the last 
thing my surveillance team saw me do, 
and the last clear transmission they 
heard over the body mike was back in 
the apartment when I first said hello to 
Sheila. They never heard the details of 
the change, nor did they know I was 
driving all over North Miami Beach with 
the informant in my car. 

When I turned east on 179th, they 
thought they saw me turn west, so they 
all went that way. When they couldn't 
find me, they frantically started a criss¬ 
cross grid search, but, of course, the 
longer they searched the further apart 
we got, and all my cues — “Gee, I didn’t 
know there was a Dodge dealer over 
here,” “Well, I’ll be damned, there’s 
the Greyhound station,” “Wow, those 
railroad tracks are rough on my new 
car” — were wasted; nobody outside my 
car was hearing them. 

At 2125 we arrived at the appointed 
motel. Sheila told me to wait in the car. 
She would go in to see if the “man” was 
ready. The instant she was out of ear¬ 
shot I started babbling instructions to 
my surveillance team — instructions 
heard only by me. I had no idea that 
they were almost five miles away, look¬ 
ing frantically for a blue and white Trans 
Am, hearing nothing. 

At precisely 2130 Sheila leaned out of 
the door and motioned for me to come 
in. As I approached, she told me she 
would wait in the car. I was to go to 
room 10 and go in without knocking; the 
“man” was expecting me. 

Boy, was he ever! 

Upon entering the room, I saw a man 
standing to my left and slightly to my 
rear. A second man, standing in the cen¬ 
ter of the room, excused himself and 
entered the bathroom located to my left 
front. The door was dragging on the car¬ 
pet and I was having trouble closing it. I 
turned my back to the room and forced 
the door closed. As 1 turned back, a 
third man, wearing a woman's stocking 
over his head as a mask, jumped from 
behind an open closet door, assumed a 
crouched shooting position, pointed a 
shiny steel revolver at me and said: 
“This is it, motherfucker.” 

Just at that instant, from the corner of 
my eye, I saw the man to my left-rear 
coming down with something in his 
hand to hit me on the back of the head. I 
cringed. The blow was very hard and I 
felt warm all over, seeing everything as 
though it were in a red light. As I fell, I 

Continued on page 70 
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SOF Exclusive Report 

AFGHAN TUNNEL 
INFERNO 


SOF recently received this letter , air¬ 
mailed from Europe. We reprint it and 
the information it enclosed as a service 
ntr readers. — The Eds . 


iTtRS, 

As a former Afghan officer now living 
m Paris until my health enables me to 
return to Afghanistan to fight against 
Soviet barbarianism, 1 must thank you 
for your interesting news, pictures and 
support for my people. Afghanistan is 
not much in the headlines these days but 
Scores still die daily as a direct or indirect 
esult of the communist invasion of my 
country 

You must have heard of the so-called 
‘ accident” in the Salang Tunnel in 
north-central Afghanistan. This was no 
accident I have personal knowledge 
from the leader of the Afghan resistance 
of Kohistan, Khwaja Nuruddin, that the 
lead vehicle in the Soviet convoy was 
rammed by an Afghan, dressed in Soviet 
uniform, driving a gasoline truck. On 
impact the driver died and an impact 
fuse planted on the tanker went up, 
sending burning gas down the length of 
the convoy. 

This convoy was carrying supplies of 
poison gas (and, what is worse, nerve 
gas) for the Soviet garrison in Kabul. As 
the tanks of the Soviet vehicles exploded 
so did the gas cylinders and within 20 
minutes over 1,000 Soviet and pro- 
Soviet soldiers died. 

The media have claimed another 300 
Afghan civilians died, but this is not 
true The Soviets have not allowed any 
details of this operation to be published. 

The serious problem at the moment is 
food and water. The Soviets have poi¬ 
soned many karez systems (underground 
water channels connecting wells), burnt 
crops and forests and killed animals. 
Now that the snow is falling, it is forcing 
the Soviets back into their strongpoints 
and daily their grasp on the country 
weakens, how clouds and snowstorms 
limit their air power and it is further 
menaced by the ground-to-air missiles 
that we are finally obtaining. 

We feel that both Iran and Pakistan 
could do more to help. We do not ignore 
Pakistan’s hospitality towards our refu¬ 


gees but we feel that they could allow 
transport of great quantities of muni¬ 
tions, which are piling up in Karachi, 
destined for the resistance movement. 
Also, Iran could let more food and 
weapons across the border in the region 
of Herat and Maimanah. 

I have been a professional soldier for 
30 years and 1 feel bad being out of the 
war zone. Here in France, under the 
hand of an extreme left-wing govern¬ 
ment, it is not easy to make propaganda 
for a free Afghanistan although there 
are very many groups which support us. 
There are French doctors and nurses 
working with the mujahideen, although 
their hospitals are prime targets for 
napalm and fragmentation bombs. 

1 am enclosing some photos of Soviet 
gas kits. These were taken by a French 
photographer on the spot in Pul a 
Khumri. (It may be noted that the first 
convoy of Soviet armor that came into 
Afghanistan included at least 30 Type 
TMS 65 vehicles which are specifically 
for gas decontamination.) Much infor¬ 
mation has been obtained by the resis¬ 
tance about Soviet tactics and arms and 
we would be happy to share these with 
anti-communist forces in the U.S.A. and 
elsewhere. 

Thank you to your editors, reporters 
and readers for the support you are giv¬ 
ing the Afghans, We will not forget! 

Sincerely, 

Paghmani 

formerly Royal Afghan Army, 
now the Afghan Resistance 
Movement 


RUSSIAN 

TRANSLATIONS 

AVAILABLE 

Paghmani’s letter included two 
photographs and translation of the 
Russian instructions on the photos as 
well as the text of a Russian gas 
manual. Readers interested in obtain¬ 
ing copies of this material may send 
50 cents and a business-size self-ad¬ 
dressed stamped envelope to SOF, 
Dept. SChem, P.O. Box 693, Boul¬ 
der, CO 80306. 


TUNNEL THEORIES 

by Bill Guthrie 

Government news control and the 
competitive Afghan resistance ru¬ 
mor-mills nearly ensure that there 
will be no clear and certain solution 
to the puzzle of what happened to the 
military convoy in the Salang Tunnel. 

All reports agree that the disaster 
was triggered by an explosion in the 
tunnel. That explosion has been at¬ 
tributed to accidental ignition of fuel 
vapor, a fuel tanker inadvertently 
colliding with another convoy vehi¬ 
cle, a photoelectrically detonated 
bomb planted in the tunnel — and 
Paghmani’s mujahid dressed in com¬ 
munist clothing. 

Every source concurs that the Rus¬ 
sians blocked off the ends of the tun¬ 
nel, in case there might be a mujahi¬ 
deen ambush. Most reports also 
agree that everyone or nearly every¬ 
one in the tunnel died. Again, how¬ 
ever, the cause of death is not certain. 
Paghmani supports the account that 
poison gas was the culprit. 

Others blame carbon monoxide 
from idling truck engines, or asphyx¬ 
iation from burning gasoline or the 
explosion removing oxygen from the 
air. Still others affirm that the Rus¬ 
sian and Afghan Army troops began 
fighting as they tried to escape, and 
they killed each other. 

Each version has its strong and 
weak points. Enough people are 
claiming to have blown the tunnel 
that it is unlikely that the truth will 
ever be known, so the exact means of 
detonation remains uncertain. How¬ 
ever, since all agree there was an ex¬ 
plosion — even the Russians and the 
Afghan government — it is only rea¬ 
sonable to assume there was one. 

The sealing of the tunnel is agreed 
upon, but not certain. Although 
necessary to any asphyxiation or 
carbon-monoxide poisoning explana¬ 
tion of a high-percentage kill of the 
tunnel’s occupants, it is likely that 
the tunnel could not have been closed 
up at its ends. As of two years ago the 

Continued on page 86 
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FLAG 

FLAP 

Sign of the Future 

by Joseph R. Svinth 


M ERCEDES-BENZES jostled with 
taxis and army trucks on streets 
whose open sewers carried effluvia from 
wealthy suburbs, and cigarette vendors 
hawked their wares outside banks and 
carpet stores. The crowds on the street 
included women in veils and women 
with Paris fashions slit up to here, men 
in Pierre Cardin suits and men in rags. 
Soldiers with machine guns stood guard 
around monuments and city squares. 

A hot afternoon breeze stirred the 
American flag hanging limply over the 
walled U.S. embassy. Inside the chan¬ 
cellery, a crew-cut man in a business suit 
sat in an office beneath a picture of the 
Marine Corps memorial. 

“Sgt. Wright,” he said to a uni¬ 
formed Marine unloading a shotgun, “I 
need a flag detail out at the American 
school July third. They called the am¬ 
bassador to ask for Marines for some¬ 
thing they’re having out there, and he 
said okay since it’s an American func¬ 
tion and the embassy isn’t having an of¬ 
ficial function that day.” 

“The afternoon of the third?” asked 
Wright as he put away the shotgun. 
“Yeah, about 1400.” 

Wright looked at a schedule. “Well, 
five of us are off. Since it’ll take at least 
four people, we’ll all go so we won’t 
have any trouble deciding who’ll stay. 
You want me to check the place out?” 

“It should be okay,” said the crew- 
cut man. “They said they’d fix every¬ 
thing for us.” 

The school driveway was filled with 
police and soldiers to protect it from a 
recurrence of recent anti-government 
riots when the Marines arrived for the 
ceremony. The school itself stood in the 
middle of a dusty valley overlooked by 
unfinished high-rises. Hundreds of 
Americans, Coke® in one hand and a 
hot dog in the other, milled around, 
sweating under the desert sun. Five Ma¬ 
rines, carrying dress blues, joined them. 

“Where are we headed?” Anderson 
asked the others. 

“To the grandstands,” replied 
Wright. “The flags are waiting for us in 
the locker rooms. We’ll change clothes 
there and do it. We’ll wait until the 
music starts, then march out, go down- 
field and run ’em up. When you’re 
done, step back and wait for both flags 
to be up before saluting.” He pointed to 
Moten and Norton. “You guys will have 
the American flag, which means you’ll 
be on my left. Any questions?” 

There weren’t. 

There were two flags lying folded on a 
bench in the locker room which smelled 
of old gym socks. Anderson picked up 
the American flag and said, “Hey, this 
thing doesn’t have any eyelets ... but it 
does have 48 stars.” 

“What?” said Wright. “Let me see 
that.” 

“The other one’s the same way,” said 
Anderson. “What are we going to do?” 


“Well,” mused Wright, “I guess we’ll 
have to tie them up with shoelaces 
through these holes” — he pointed to 
holes in the flags along the seams — 
“and hope they stay up long enough for 
us to get out of here.” 

He started untying his tennis shoes. 
“This is the last time I take anybody’s 
word that everything’s okay without 
checking it out myself.” 

The flags were readied with the shoe¬ 
laces and the Marines changed into their 
uniforms, standing on the benches to get 
into their trousers so as not to spoil the 
creases. Even inside, the brass shone. 

“Are we ready?” asked Wright. Four 
Marines nodded or muttered assent. 
“Then let’s do it.” 

They took the flags and waited in the 
cool shadows cast by the grandstand un¬ 
til the first anthem started. “Forward, 
march!” said Wright. 


EMBASSY MARINE 

Joseph R. Svinth was a Marine 
from August 1975 until January 
1980. He served 364 days in Tehran, 
leaving in October 1978, only months 
before the American Embassy was 
captured by Iranian “students.” At 
that time the country was already un¬ 
der martial law and Svinth says, “I 
cried crocodile tears all the way to the 
airport,” 

Svinth says of his days as a Marine, 
“The only medal I ever got was the 
one for three years of undetected 
crime and the only time I ever took 
my piece from its holster except to 
put it away was the night I read The 
Shining on the midwatch, and I had 
the shotgun out, too, for that one.” 
Svinth is now studying African his¬ 
tory and writing about his experi¬ 
ences in Iran and South Africa. And, 
in case you hadn’t guessed, he was 
the unnamed corporal in charge of 
raising the Shah’s flag. 


The Marines stepped out across the 
cinder track onto the parched grass of 
the football field. “Column right, 
march!” came the command, and they 
strode the 50 yards to the flagpoles. 

Coke®-drinking, camera-clicking 
Americans clustered around the small 
hill on which the flagpoles stood. 
“Squad, halt!” said Wright, and Five 
sets of shiny heels crashed together. 

The two pairs of Marines with flags 
stepped forward to tie the shoelaces to 
the halyards. Anderson and another cor¬ 
poral ran up their flag, but it jammed 
halfway and they had to bring it back 
down; Norton and Moten raised the 
American flag and stepped back. 

The pair on the right struggled with 
their Gordian knots. A man stepped 
from the crowd with a pocketknife in his 
outstretched hand. “You guys want a 
knife?” he asked. 

“Ignore him,” muttered Anderson, 
his lip movements hidden by his chin- 
strap. Ignored, the man shrugged and 
stepped back. “The Star-Spangled Ban¬ 
ner” finished playing. 

The knots came undone and the flag 
was retied to the other side of the 
halyard. This time it went up and the 
pair stepped back. 

“Present, ARMS!” snapped Wright, 
and five hands touched hat frames. 

“Order, ARMS!” Five hands 
dropped to the red stripes along trouser 
seams, and the crowd applauded. 
“About, FACE!’’ The Marines 
wheeled. “Forward, MARCH!” The 
crowd still roared. 

Wright wondered if the knots had 
held or if they had slipped to make the 
flags bunch up on the halyards. He 
turned around when he reached the em¬ 
bassy van in the parking lot. A gust of 
wind took the Iranian flag and pulled it 
free. 

“Let’s get the fuck out of here,” said 
Wright as the Shah’s flag floated away. 

The American flag was still flying as 
they left.5? 
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CHARLIE BLACK 


AVar Correspondents 
Remember One 


Charlie Black, a reporter for a small 
Georgia newspaper who became one of 
the really colorful , perhaps legendary, 
characters in the Vietnam War , died 
recently. The following are some recol¬ 
lections by two men who knew him well 
up where the war was in Vietnam: Bob 
Poos of SOF, former Associated Press 
combat correspondent in Vietnam , and 
Joe Galloway , longtime war and foreign 
correspondent for UPI (United Press 
International). 

by Bob Poos 

HARLEY Black’s luck ran out on 
18 October 1982 and not from 
bullets or some other outside violence as 
those who knew him expected, but from 
violence within his own body — a mas¬ 
sive heart attack. 

And thus the First Cavalry Division, 
or, rather, the First Air Cav as we knew 
it in Vietnam, lost the best friend it ever 
had. For, although Charlie was not 
hims'elf an Air Cavalryman, he probably 
spent more time in combat with that unit 
than anyone else ever associated with it. 

Charlie was a war correspondent for 


Charlie Black employs small Army crane as 
photo vantage point while covering the war 
in Vietnam. Photo courtesy Columbus, Ga., 
Ledger-Enquirer 

the Columbus, Ga., Ledger-Enquirer , 
hometown paper of the Air Cav, which 
was based at nearby Ft. Benning, Ga., 
before it left as a unit for Vietnam in 
1965. Charlie had covered the Cav back 
when it had been the old 11th Air As¬ 
sault Division (Experimental). 

Nobody ever knew quite how he did 
it, but he convinced the publisher of his 
paper that he was the only person quali¬ 
fied to cover the Cav and that he must 
accompany it to ’Nam. He accomplished 
this partly by declaring that it would cost 
the paper almost nothing, since (he pro¬ 
jected) he would spend most of his time 
in the field, and the Army would feed, 
clothe and otherwise care for him. 

It worked out just that way. Charlie’s 
initiative was apparent from the first. He 
even stowed away on the airplane carry¬ 
ing part of the Cav’s advance party. 

Charlie sometimes (read frequently) 
irritated or outraged ranking officers of 


the division by his antics, but they 
couldn’t help being fond of him because 
of his innocent (feigned) audacity 
(unfeigned). And because he rapidly 
became not only the Cav’s Boswell but 
its foremost publicist. 

Nobody in the old Cav, from Com¬ 
manding Gen. Harry W.O. Kinnard to 
Third Brigade Commander Lt. Col. 
(later Col.) Hal Moore to Spec. 4 Tom¬ 
my Cole, ever did anything wrong as far 
as Charlie was concerned. 

The strange thing about this is that 
Charlie was a most unlikely candidate to 
be an enthusiastic biographer of an Ar¬ 
my unit in combat. Unlikely for two rea¬ 
sons: 1) He was too old, 40-something 
when he got there. 2) He was a former 
Marine, a Marine’s Marine at that, a 
Raider who made several WWII combat 
operations, who cheerfully — hell, 
eagerly — went to Korea when the Ma¬ 
rines mobilized their inactive reserves. 

Age. Charlie let neither that, nor 
gargantuan samplings of Ba Mui Ba beer 
nor a couple of decades of relatively soft 
living deter him from striding up and 
Continued on page 83 
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SAY GOODBYE, 
COMRADE 

JAWS SOF Breaks 

Bread With The KGB 


T HE pallid wire-service reporter next 
to me at the bar of the Foreign Cor¬ 
respondents Club of Thailand, in Bang¬ 
kok, whispered through the foam of his 
Amarit beer, “The KGB’s here.” He 
rolled his eyes toward the crowded FCC 
bar behind him. 

“You mean TASS?” I named the So¬ 
viet “news” agency synonymous with 
spying. “No,” he repeated, “the 
KGB.” His eyes darted around as he 
spoke. “Him. The big smiling guy with 
the beer.” 

The “big smiling guy with the beer” 
noticed my curiosity immediately. What 
the hell, I thought; I raised my glass as a 
toast. “Wise men learn much from their 
enemies,” Aristophanes said, and 
“Stubbsy,” my old high-school football 
coach, once said, “Don’t tie your shoe¬ 
laces during the kickoff.” Both state¬ 
ments seemed oddly appropriate now. 

The burly man, in his late 30s or early 
40s, genially returned my gesture, but his 
eyebrows arched with consternation as 
he sipped and studied the situation. It 
was unique, even for Bangkok. 

Robert K. Brown, editor and publish¬ 
er of Soldier of Fortune Magazine, sat at 
a dais with two other panelists in a room 
crowded with journalists. The panel was 
going to discuss the issue of “cheque¬ 
book journalism.” 

Brown was all for it. What he didn’t 
like was hyprocrisy and incompetence. 
There’s nothing wrong with paying for 
information, he reasoned, but one need 
not go about it like a drunken sailor. 
American television networks and others 
with megabuck budgets to spend have 
muddied the water with checkbook jour¬ 
nalism on a number of sensitive and im¬ 
portant stories: the “money talks, bull¬ 
shit walks” school of journalism. The 
consequences are dangerously unpredic¬ 
table to serious investigations regarding 
the continued existence of American 
prisoners of war in Southeast Asia, and 
the use of chemical and biological weap¬ 
ons by Vietnam or the Soviet Union. 
Brown was mad. 

I assumed that was why the big guy 
with the beer was present. Word of this 
Wednesday-night fight had been on the 
street for weeks. 

“SOF is going to be here,” I heard an 
Irish journalist near me say. 

I looked over my shoulder as the big 
guy drained his beer. I told the bartender 
to buy him another one. Why not, I 
thought. 

The panel discussion flared up. Brown 
and Alan Dawson, another panel partic¬ 
ipant and author of the book 55 Days: 
The Fall of Vietnam , verbally eliminated 
some wimp panelist billed as “a former 
State Department spokesman.” No con¬ 
test. Bored, I looked around the room 
for some action. 

The big guy was buying me a beer. 
“Anatoly Korolev, Soviet Embassy,” 
he said, and offered his hand. His grip 


by Jim Coyne 


Originally, I thought of this as an in¬ 
teresting barroom anecdote, rather than 
an article . But SOF's Managing Editor 
Jim Graves said, “Write it, 99 so here it 
is. When I told some of my friends in 
Bangkok of our meeting with the KGB, 
and that I was writing it up for the 
magazine, they thought that was even 
funnier. I asked a well-known, well- 
respected journalist friend of mine if he 
had ever heard of the Soviet “diplomat 99 
I was about to identify in print as a KGB 


was firm and friendly. “Jim Coyne,” I 
said, “ Soldier of Fortune Magazine; no 
doubt you’ve heard of us.” 

He laughed. “Of course. I’ve read 
your magazine, but it’s very difficult to 
get.” We both laughed. 

“What brings you to Bangkok?” he 
asked me. 

“Chemical and biological warfare vio¬ 
lations by Vietnam and the Soviet 
Union,” I replied with a smile. 

“Oh, that,” he said, and shrugged. 
“We’re not doing any of that stuff.” 

His voice contained no trace of an ac¬ 
cent. He spoke and understood English 
perfectly, even the idioms. 

“I wouldn’t expect you to confide in 
me if you were,” I said. 

The panel discussion degenerated into 
a joint attack by both the panel and the 
audience on the “former State Depart¬ 
ment spokesman,” who was reduced to 
incoherence. 

Anatoly said, “We should have lunch 
sometime,” then wrote his name, tele¬ 
phone number and address on a cocktail 
napkin. I hesitated, but gave him my 
telephone number in return. I noticed 
his address was only four blocks from 
SOF’s apartment. 

“I don’t often have the opportunity 
to meet Russians socially,” I said. 

“You should,” he answered. “It’s im- 


agent. “You mean f Jaws, 9 99 he an¬ 
swered. “Sure, everyone knows what 
he's up to, but nobody's said so in print. 
He's very good at what he does, you 
know; that's why we call him Jaws. 99 

I asked my friend what would happen 
once the article appeared in print. He 
said, “Two things. One, Jaws will pro¬ 
bably be reassigned; the KGB is 
humorless, you know. And, two, what 
happens to you will be another story.'' 


portant to understand both sides of the 
issue. Perhaps next week?” 

My mind went into neutral. 

Brown and I were scheduled to leave 
for Pakistan, possibly even Afghanistan, 
the next day. We had told no one. 
“We’re going to Aranyaprathet,” I 
said, quickly naming the Tbai-Kampu- 
chean border town 200 kilometers east 
of Bangkok. “I’ll call when I get back.” 

“Fine,” he said, preparing to leave. 

“What exactly do you do at the Soviet 
Embassy, Anatoly?” I asked. I expected 
some sort of “cultural attache” smoke¬ 
screen. “I’m chief of the Political Sec¬ 
tion,” he answered and smiled. He of¬ 
fered his hand again. “Until then.” 

Chief of the Political Section? I 
thought, as we shook hands. That makes 
him at least a colonel. Why did I give 
this guy my phone number? He wasn’t 
worried about blowing his cover, that 
was certain. 

Bob Brown was happy. The panel dis¬ 
cussion was over, and it had been, in his 
own words, “Another small, humble 
victory over the forces of darkness and 
tyranny.” 

“Who was that?” Brown asked, as 
Anatoly excused himself and walked 
away. 

“Chief of the Political Section at the 
Soviet Embassy,” I said, dryly. 
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“No shit? KGB!” Brown beamed. 
“What did he want?” 

“He wants to have lunch next week.” 
I said. Brown looked at me as if I were 
Kim Philby, the British intelligence 
agent who defected to the Soviet Union 
in the ’60s. 

“Fuck a bunch of Russians.” Brown 
replied, and walked off to the bar. 

I thought that was the last of it. 

Brown and I boarded a JAL flight 
from Bangkok to Pakistan the next 
morning, and were in Karachi by noon. 
Crows circled like predatory hawks 
above the port of Pakistan’s southern¬ 
most city, wheeling and cawing endlessly 
above the noise and dust. In one week 
we would be far north, in action inside 
Afghanistan. The memory of Anatoly in 
Bangkok faded, replaced by clearer, 
more immediate dangers (see “SOF In¬ 
side Afghanistan,” SOF, Nov. ’82). 

Weeks later, exhausted after two 
sharp skirmishes inside Afghanistan, 
and days in the sun along Pakistan’s 
rugged Northwest Frontier Province, 
Brown and I returned to Bangkok. 

We headed straight for the Grand 
Prix, a favorite watering hole in Bang¬ 
kok’s notorious Patpong District. Any 
number of itinerant journalists may be 
found there on a given night hard at 
work on perverse, often strange sub¬ 
jects. The Grand Prix serves the purpose 
of a foreign correspondents club in 
Bangkok far better than the official one. 
“If they’re not in here,” one old timer 
told me, mesmerized by the music and 
the dancers, “they’re dead.” 

“Don’t come here,” a dancer flirted, 
“unless you want to have fun.” 

Rick Menard, the American owner of 
the Grand Prix for more than 16 years, 
said to me, “Anatoly’s been asking 
about you.” I choked on my drink. 

I had not been in-country 48 hours. 

“He comes in here?” I asked, sur¬ 
prised. “What did he want?” 

“I don’t know,” said Menard. “What 
have you been up to?” 

“Same old thing,” I said, and drained 
my beer, “Been in Afghanistan, saw 
some Russians.” 

“Oh,” he said, and changed channels 
on the television set. “Benny Hill” 
flickered on. 

“Bob,” I said, “the KGB guy’s been 
asking for me.” 

Brown spat Skoal into a bar glass. 
“Fuck ’im. Tell ’im that we were in 
Afghanistan.” 

Robert Moberg seemed to stoop low 
as he ambled through the door into the 
crowded bar. “Mo” flew anything the 
U.S. government would give him for 
more than nine years, based out of the 
American Embassy in Bangkok. Before 
that he flew for the U.S. Army for many 
years in Vietnam. He wore a U.S. Spe¬ 
cial Forces Decade lapel pin on his west¬ 
ern-cut jacket. He sort of looked like 
“McCloud,” only nastier. He spoke 


with the low whisky drawl known only 
to southerners and army aviators. “I 
am,” he often said humbly, “a legend 
among my peers.” 

Moberg commanded the 281st Avia¬ 
tion Company (AML/AHC) in Vietnam 
from 1966 to 1967. Twenty-five helicop¬ 
ters known only to me as radio callsigns: 
“Intruders” for the slicks, and “Wolf- 
pack” for the gunship platoon. They 
were always in the shit. I hadn’t even 
known that there was a name for Delta 
Project then. 

I first heard of Moberg in 1966, when 
the gunship I was gunner on was dis¬ 
patched south along with one other ship 
to assist the 5th Special Forces in Nha 
Trang. Two “Shark” gunships from the 
174th Aviation Company (AML/AHC). 
Temporary duty (TDY) in Nha Trang: 
Nothing could be Finer. 

We flew some of the hairiest missions 
of the war during the day, and were 
often parked in Nha Trang by nightfall. 
Nha Trang was most beautiful from the 
air at dawn, when it sparkled in the ris¬ 
ing sun, a jewel set in the crescent bay of 
the blue South China Sea. 

“Jackie,” a local lady with whom I 
was deeply, and profoundly in lust, was 
also the most beautiful girl in Nha 
Trang, maybe even Vietnam. Playboy 
eventually photographed her for one of 


their “Girls of Vietnam” stories. 

One night Jackie told me she was 
“dating the commanding general of the 
airbase.” I couldn’t believe it. Jackie 
was the best looking tail in the entire 
country. I never had it so good — and I 
was only a Sp/4. 

I never had the chance to find out 
more; I TDYed to “Gang Bang Fuk” 
somewhere in the central highlands with 
the 174th. The war got worse; Jackie 
and I lost touch. 1 left for good in 
December 1967. 

Fifteen years later, Moberg and I 
shared a beer while he waited for a flight 
to Bangkok. I told him Jackie’s story 
and mentioned her real Vietnamese 
name as we sat in the quiet air terminal 
at Chiang Mai. “You son of a bitch,” he 
said. “It was you! I told her I was a 
goddamn general!” 

“Mo” works for United Oilfield Ren- 
tals/United Oil and Gas Services in Sing¬ 
apore now. Thousands of drilling plat¬ 
forms dot the surface of the Gulf of 
Siam. Times are good for the off-shore 
oil business. 

He knew the players as well as anyone 
in Southeast Asia, I reasoned. 

“Mo,” I said now, over the bar noise 
at the Grand Prix, “the KGB wants to 
see me.” 

“Fuck the KGB,” he said. He raised 
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his glass. “Here’s to Jackie.” 

We closed the bar. Outside the even¬ 
ing dissolved into the silver-misted dawn 
of Bangkok. 

The telephone rang and I blinked 
awake in the bright morning light. 
“Hello?” I said groggily. 

“Jim, this is Anatoly, remember? I’ve 
been trying to reach you. Where have 
you been?” 

I was wide awake with a jagged pain 
between my temples. “Oh, well, actual¬ 
ly, Anatoly, I’ve been in Afghanistan.” 

There was a brief pause on the other 
end of the phone. 

“I thought you said you were going to 
Aranvaprathet?” 

“Something came up,” I said. “Ap¬ 
parently the Soviet Union invaded Af¬ 
ghanistan a few years ago. Maybe you 
remember reading something about it in 
the papers?” 

I could hear him laugh on the other 
end of the phone. 

“How about lunch at one o’clock, the 
Narai Coffeeshop, Sukhumvit Road, 
Soi 56?” 

“Sure,” I said, as I massaged my eyes. 
“Why not.” 

“Good,” he said. “One o’clock.” He 
hung up. 

“Browngetup!” I yelled. “The KGB 
wants to meet us!” I heard fumbling 
movement in the other room. 

“The KGB’s awake!” I yelled. 
“We’re burning daylight!” 

Brown’s door opened a crack. “What 
are you talking about?” he growled. 
“It’s not even eight o’clock!” 

“Anatoly just called,” I said. “Guess 
who’s coming to lunch?” 

“Who’s Anatoly?” Brown asked. 

“The KGB guy,” I replied. 

“Fuck ’em, I’m not talking to any 
Russians.” He slammed the door. 

“I’m not going alone,” I said. “It’s 
just not done. Besides, I told him we 
were in Afghanistan.” Brown’s door 
swung open. “Let’s go meet him and get 
it over with, or he’ll just keep calling. 
Let’s see what he’s up to,” I reasoned. 

“O.K.” Brown asserted, ‘‘but I’m not 
shaking his hand.” 

After breakfast, we discussed our 
strategy. “I don’t want to go,” Brown 
stated. “Why don’t you go alone?” 

“I want a witness,” I said. 

“Even if you told him everything, 
he’d never believe you,” Brown joked. 
We decided to walk to the Narai Coffee¬ 
house, a decaying tourist-rate hotel and 
guesthouse nearby. 

At lunch hour the place was deserted. 
Inside, it was as cold and quiet as a 
morgue, chilled by some mammoth, hid¬ 
den air-conditioner. None of the wait¬ 
resses spoke English. 

Brown sat down next to me in a rear 
booth. “I’m not sitting next to him,” he 
said. We sat together in the rear booth, 
facing the door. I wasn’t sure I could re¬ 
member what Anatoly looked like. I 


ordered two Bloody Marys. 

At precisely 1330, Anatoly walked 
through the door alone. He hesitated 
while his eyes adjusted to the dark in¬ 
terior of the coffeeshop. In a few mo¬ 
ments he spotted me and walked toward 
our booth; Brown and I stood. Anatoly 
and I shook hands wordlessly; there was 
a measure of uncertainty in his manner. 
I believe he thought I would be alone. 

“This is Robert Brown, editor and 
publisher of Soldier of Fortune Maga¬ 
zine,” I said. “Bob, this is Anatoly 
Korolev from the Soviet Embassy.” 
Anatoly extended his hand, and after a 
moment's hesitation Brown shook it. A 
minor reduction in tension followed. We 
all sat down. 


We settled in for 
our tete-a-tete. 
The game was 
about to become 
interesting. 


The awkward pause was interrupted 
by the arrival of our drinks. 

“So,” Anatoly began, “I understand 
you’ve been in Afghanistan?” 

“Yeah,” I said. “We just got back.” 

“Well,” he laughed, “where were 
you? What did you see?” 

“We were in the countryside with the 
guerrillas,” I replied. “We watched a 
T-62 get hit. A couple of mortar attacks. 
A couple of doomed outposts of the 
Kremlin.” 

He shrugged. “What could we do? 
We were invited there to help the gov¬ 
ernment put down an insurrection.” 

We all laughed; it was too absurd. I 
imitated a pistol with my thumb and in¬ 
dex finger, “I can ‘invite’ anyone this 
way,” I said. 

“Afghanistan is not my area of 
specialty,” he said, and frowned. 

“How long have you been in Bang¬ 
kok, Anatoly?” Brown asked in an at¬ 
tempt at civility. 

“Oh, for a few years now,” he said. 
“Before that in other areas of Asia.” He 
smiled. 

“It must be difficult to go back to 
Moscow after Bangkok,” I said, unable 
to imagine the contrasts. 

“Not at all,” he laughed. “I just get 
on an airplane. You should come to the 
Soviet Union,” he joked, “see for your¬ 
self.” 

“I don’t think I would be welcome 
there,” I said. “I doubt if I would be 
free to wander around.” 

“Well,” he answered, “every country 
has its restrictions.” 

I let it drop. That’s not what we were 


there to discuss. I was not planning a 
tour of the Soviet Union. 

“Why did you want to meet with us, 
Anatoly?” Brown cut straight to the 
heart of the matter. 

“Well, I was.. .curious. I wanted to 
see what Soldier of Fortune was really 
like — I’m here for the same reasons 
you’re here,” he said. “You know.” 

He relaxed and leaned back confident¬ 
ly into the booth and ordered a beer. I 
noticed a small, wiry Thai man with sun¬ 
glasses sit down in the booth behind 
Anatoly, facing us. 

It was Anatoly’s treat: We ordered 
lunch on the Soviet Union. Brown or¬ 
dered white wine on ice, and the most 
expensive Seafood entry. I did the same. 
We settled in for our tete-a-tete with the 
KGB. The game was about to become 
interesting. 

“What are you going to do when 
someone, somewhere, holds up one of 
your chemical and biological rockets, 
and says, ‘Here it is'?” 1 asked. “What 
about the flagrant CBW attacks by the 
Vietnamese in Laos and Kampuchea, 
assisted by the Soviet Union?” 

He didn't even register a hit. I could 
see he was used to fielding the CBW 
issue. “Oh, Jim, really,” he said. “We 
could never do anything like that. The 
consequences would be too, how shall I 
put it, expensive for us. We stand to lose 
too much. This material you have men¬ 
tioned, it is extremely dangerous. We 
can not allow it to be given to anyone; 
especially not the Vietnamese. Why 
should we? No one will produce such a 
rocket, or evidence, because there is 
none.” His assertion was cordial. 

He was good. He spoke with warmth 
and conviction. His manner was charm¬ 
ing and informal, and he lied through 
his teeth. No aparatchik here. This guy 
could be a cubmaster in the Bronx. 

“Well, Anatoly,” I said. “It’s only a 
matter of time.” 

“What do you mean?” he asked. 

“Communism is dead,” I said. 
“Finished.” 

I went to the core of the matter, where 
I hoped he was vulnerable. “Marxism is 
a joke, Anatoly.” I said. “Russia itself 
is a contradiction of the ‘workers’ para¬ 
dise.' If Marxism were paradise, workers 
wouldn’t be in the streets of Warsaw. If 
it were paradise why would anyone want 
to leave?” 

I warmed up, prepared for a time-on- 
target multi-battery barrage. “Your 
‘client states,' such as Poland. Cuba, 
Angola, Nicaragua, Laos and Vietnam, 
are literally on the edge of bankruptcy. 
The false economic and ideological prin¬ 
ciples upon which your nation is based 
might best serve as models of misman¬ 
agement.” Anatoly lit a cigarette. 

“Furthermore,” I continued, “the 
anachronisms of Marx no longer appeal 

Continued on page 72 
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PHOTO INTELLIGENCE 

Thai Guerrilla Provides Smoking Camera 


by Alexander Bowie 


W : got back to base camp at early 
evening. As the landing lights 
flashed on, the pilot banked the Huey 
gunship tight and let her down fast 
with her nose pointing high in the air 
— dropping the last few feet too fast 
and landing hard. 

The pilot turned, grinned and 
shouted through the rotor noise, 
“Sorry about that. I’m a little rusty 
these days. Gotta put in some more 
hours.” I grinned back and gestured 
toward the chopper’s actual pilot, a 
young captain. Our John Wayne land¬ 
ing had been made by an army staff 
major just down from Bangkok for a 
few days front-line recce and by his ex¬ 
pression he was having a lot of fun. 

Two hours previously, guided in by a 
smoke grenade, we had dropped hard 
and fast into a rough jungle LZ (landing 
zone). A wounded trooper hit during a 
contact with communist guerrillas was 
quickly thrown through the starboard 
door. Almost immediately the chopper 
powered into the sky. A burst of ma¬ 
chine-gun fire hit us as we passed close 
to a limestone ridge. The door gunners 
opened up with M60s, blasting the 
communist positions with accurate 
,30-cal. machine-gun fire. 

The wounded trooper, a private of 
2nd Battalion, 15th Regiment, 4th 
Division, Royal Thai Army, lay in 
shock on the steel floor of the chopper, 
a field dressing bandaged to his face. 
He had taken an AK-47 round through 
it. A 40-minute flight got us back to the 
military hospital at 4th Army HQ at 
Nhakon Sro Thammarat where he was 
rushed off to surgery. 

As 1 clambered out of the chopper, 
the pilot rushed round, grabbed my 
arm and pointed through his door and 


FAR RIGHT: Self-styled National 
Liberation Army of Thailand fords 
shallow jungle river, moving to attack 
Ban Koksai near Patthalung in 
peninsular Thailand. Guerrillas carry 
AKs, Ml6s and Chinese Type 56 
carbines. RIGHT: H&K G 3 at the 
ready, civvy-clad CPT runs through 
village as hut-burning begins. 



AROUND THE WORLD 

Aiex Bowie, a 32-year-old photo- 
journalist, was born in Belfast; North¬ 
ern Ireland. The son of a British Army 
signals officer (now retired), Bowie 
was formerly employed in retail mar¬ 
keting with a large oil company. How¬ 
ever. he got bored sitting at a desk. He 
applied for and won a university 
scholarship in visual communications. 

During his first year, the building in 
which he studied was blown up by a 
200-pound bomb left by an IRA ter¬ 
rorist unit, which had chickened put 
before reaching their intended target, 
Sandy Row, a working-class Protes¬ 
tant enclave in west Belfast. 

After completing an honors degree 
in England —- again not wishing to sit 
behind a desk (this time an art direc¬ 
tor’s) — the author began to travel the 
world, looking for action. 

Now a regular contributor to Time 
Magazine, Bowie has covered armed 
conflict in his native Northern Ireland, 
the Middle East (Iraq, Iran. Cyprus), 
the Horn of Africa (Eritrea, Ethiopia), 
Central and Latin America, (El Salva¬ 
dor. Nicaragua, Bolivia) and more re¬ 
cently in Southeast Asia, where he is 
presently based. 
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FAR LEFT: Communists 
know learning is enemy of 
fear; Royal Thai flag flies 
over torched schoolhouse 
in Ban Koksai raid. LEFT: 
Threatening and taunting, 
revolver-brandishing 
guerrilla leader tries 
ineffectually to scare gut- 
shot farmer into paying 
communist “taxes.” 



up to the Huey’s roof. There, a little to 
the right of his seat, was a grouping of 
three bullet holes, exiting out and up 
through the forward stabilizing fin. 

“That’s very good,” he shouted ex¬ 
citedly. “That’s 10 baht [50 cents] a 
hole, extra combat pay.” And he 
laughed. I was about to ask him if he 
really meant it, when Maj. Banchom 
pulled up in his Japanese pickup truck. 

After shouting through the noise, he 
pulled me away from the chopper and 
suggested we have a quiet drink (tea or 
Coke®) in his office. 

His large office was empty of people 
at this time of evening, but full of 
desks, typewriters and in-out trays. 
Huge campaign maps lined the walls, 
full of comments in Thai and colored 
pins marking contacts with communist 
insurgents and probable communist 
camps. 

We sat down and chatted about my 
day’s trip to the Thai Army’s front-line 
zone of operations against communists 
in Krabi and Surat Thani Provinces. As 
a matter of course 1 asked the major if 
he had any intelligence photos taken 
during an actual raid on a communist 
base. He excused himself for a few min¬ 
utes before reappearing with a photo 
album. Its shots showed soldiers of the 
combined police-military-civilian com¬ 
mand force based out of 4th Army 
headquarters at Nhakon Sri Tham- 
marat. They were fairly pedestrian 
photos. 

I asked, “Haven’t you anything more 
dramatic?” 

The major got up again, crossed the 
room to another desk, took out a key, 
fitted it into a lock and opened a 
drawer. He reached inside and re¬ 
moved a brown envelope. “Have a look 
at these,” he said. “Perhaps this is 
what you call more interesting.” 

The small color prints were certainly 
that: They showed communist guerril¬ 
las moving through dense jungle, infil¬ 
trating a village, shooting a farmer in 
the stomach, firing the village and flee¬ 
ing in panic as government forces con¬ 
verged on the area. 

As the major told it, the communists 
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RIGHT: Guerrilla prepares 
to fire U.S. M79 grenade 
launcher as communists flee 
village. FAR RIGHT: Leaders 
of raid run from Ban Koksai 
as government forces 
converge. 




were an operational unit of the Com¬ 
munist Party of Thailand (known by the 
military as the CPTs), which called 
themselves the National Liberation Ar¬ 
my of Thailand. They were holed up in 
a series of limestone crags which run 
the length of southern Thailand like a 
giant spinal column. Every so often the 
communists would decamp and move 
through the jungle until they came to a 
ban (village). They would then change 
into civilian clothes and slowly infil¬ 
trate the village. 

In the December ’81 attack shown in 
the photos, the communists, armed 
with an assortment of weapons — 
M16s, Mis, G-3s, M79s and the Chin¬ 
ese-made AK-47 — approached the 
village of Ban Koksai in Pattalung Pro¬ 
vince during the weekly Sunday mar¬ 
ket. The villagers and local farmers 
were peacefully trading their produce 
with their more affluent neighbors from 
a nearby town. 

The communists paraded along the 
dusty main road of the village, openly 
displaying their weapons. One pro¬ 
duced a bullhorn and called on the vil¬ 
lagers to stop trading. The insurgents 
then gave a political lecture on the cor¬ 
ruption of local government, the ulti¬ 
mate fall of the Bangkok regime and 
their own inevitable rise to power in a 
new state of equality for all. After a 
while the villagers got bored and went 
back to trading. The communists then 
demanded that they pay them a tax. 

“A tax?” asked one farmer incredu¬ 
lously. 

“What for?” asked another. 

The communist guerrillas replied, 
“For protection from local bandits. 
Without us,” they said, “your village 
would be overrun by bandits, your 
crops stolen and your women raped.” 

The villagers refused to pay. The 
guerrilla leader then demanded food 
for his men, and the people refused 
once more. 

To set an example, the communist 
leader ordered his men to fire the 
village. One farmer was singled out, 
and when he refused to give food to the 
insurgents or pay the protection tax, he 
was shot in the stomach. The guerrilla 


leader then had the wound loosely ban¬ 
daged with a white handkerchief, a 
communist red star emblazoned on one 
corner. He raised his pistol and 
threatened to come back and kill all 
members of the man’s family, should 
he be foolish enough to report the 
shooting to the local police or army 
unit. 

Meanwhile, according to the major 
— an intelligence specialist charged 
with civilian-military liaison for the 
region — one villager slipped away 
undetected and alerted a unit of 8th 
Zone Border Patrol Police. The BPP, 
together with a combined police- 
military unit from 42nd Command, 
quickly converged on the scene. 

Somehow the communists learned 
of their approach (perhaps from a sym¬ 
pathizer in the village), and fled after 
commandeering pickup trucks owned 
by visiting town traders. Some hours 
later the government troops engaged 
the communists. 

The major told me that three guerril¬ 
las were killed in the fire fight. Trails of 
blood leading away from the scene in¬ 
dicated that two or more guerrillas sus¬ 
tained serious wounds. Two com¬ 
munists surrendered to the Border 
Patrol Police. One of them had a 
camera in his satchel. The unit turned 
this and the two prisoners over to 

“From each according to his abilities, 
to each according to his needs": failing 
at extortion, communists succeed at 
theft of farmers’ trucks. 



military intelligence at 4th Army HQ. 
Officers processed the film and found 
these images, a definitive record of the 
attack at Ban Koksai. 

Former 4th Army commander, Lt. 
Gen. Juan Wannarat (a veteran of Pork 
Chop Hill in Korea and of Vietnam), 
started a re-education scheme which is 
teaching the surviving guerrillas the er¬ 
ror of their ways and showing them 
how to take up honest professions to 
enhance Thai society. The military 
command believes this will encourage 
desertion from the communist ranks. 

Asked why he had taken the photos, 
the former insurgent, a student, an¬ 
swered that he had wanted to surren¬ 
der to government forces and decided 
to bring something with him to demon¬ 
strate his sincere desire to leave his 
communist comrades. 

He told the officers, “Life in the 
jungle was too rough and no fun.” 

Military intelligence at 4th Army HQ 
allowed me to make copies of the color 
prints, showing the attack, which they 
described as a fairly normal type of 
communist action in the area against 
an undefended Thai village.^ 


Raiders fearfully scan road behind for 
signs of government pursuit as they 
hightail it in “liberated” trucks. 
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THAILAND’S 20th 
CENTURY DRAGOONS 

Dirt Bikes Speed Up Commando Ops 

by Jim Coyne 


BELOW: Two 
members of 
Thailand's Harn 
Suk Motorcycle 
Team, armed 
with Ml6Als, 
patrol road near 
Chong Charn 
mountains. Rider 
carries RPG-2. 
Photo: Jim 
Coyne 
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“Fortis cadere, 
cedere non potest” 

(a brave man may fall 
but he cannot yield). 


RIGHT: Beret flash 
worn by motorcycle 
units shows colors of 
Thai flag. Inscription 
reads “Eliminate the 
Cause of War.*’ Photo: 

Jim Coyne 



M AJ. Vinai was tired. 1 could hear 
the weariness in his voice as we 
sat inside the log-and-sandbag bunker 
serving as his battalion-sized com¬ 
mand post (CP). The remorseless sum¬ 
mer heat and humidity of southern 
Thailand seeped through the doorway, 
then spilled down to the damp and 
darkened room. 

Maj. Vinai had participated in six 
consecutive combat operations during 
the previous three months (February- 
April *82). He had earned the Rama - 
thepbodi (the King’s “Coin of Cour¬ 
age,” equivalent to the U.S. Medal of 
Honor), by rallying his exhausted vol¬ 
unteer ranger unit for a successful as¬ 
sault on Camp 508, the Communist 
Party of Thailand’s (CPT) strategic 
toehold in the southern panhandle of 
the country. He had every right to be 
tired. He had led his units without los¬ 
ing a man, inflicted great loss on the 
communist terrorists (CTs) and, in the 
last phase of the most recent opera¬ 
tion, spurred the attack — unarmed. 

1 had to ask: “Why unarmed?” 

He replied softly, shifting his weight 
in the dim light: “My men were tired 
and discouraged. We had fought hard 
uphill for weeks. That particular day 
we were pinned down, unable to move. 
The units behind us, on our flanks, 
were taking heavy casualties. It was 
raining. Night was coming. We could 
hear CTs moving ahead of us. We were 
all scared. I wanted to show my men 
we must not be afraid. We had to move 
up, not back. So I laid down my rifle, 
stood and told them to follow me to the 
top — they did. We won.” He said it so 
simply that it sounded like the rational 
thing to do: “Fortis cadere, cedere 
non potest” (a brave man may fall but 
he cannot yield). 

As the major's voice trailed off I 
heard his men kick-starting the 10 
175cc Suzuki dirt bikes used as road 
patrol, escort and quick reaction force. 
These men and their motorcycles 
played a decisive role in the battles for 
control of the Chong Cham Mountains 
and the capture of Camp 508, CPT 
HQ. In gratitude, Lt. Gen. Ham, the 
steel-willed commander of the Fourth 


Army Region, named them the Ham 
Suk Motorcycle Team — Ham’s 
Volunteers. 

1 hadn’t known any of this before 
coming to Surat Thani and the head¬ 
quarters of CPM 42 (Civilian, Police, 
Military). I knew only that the CPT had 
again been dealt a heavy blow by the 
Royal Thai Army (RTA). 1 figured, cor¬ 
rectly, that the motorcycles used by the 
RTA would be in the thick of it. 

Jim Morris and 1 were the first 
foreign correspondents to visit the 
recently captured CPT stronghold at 
Camp 508. The large-scale operations 
map on the wall of the bunker indi¬ 
cated — in red areas — where rem¬ 
nants of the displaced CTs from Camps 
508, 511 and 514 were fleeing north. 
The “you are here” mark on the map 
was right in the center. This is SOF’s 
report. 


RIGHT: Ham Suk team saddles up 
for road patrol from base camp in 
Surat Thani Province. BELOW: 
Dismounted rider wears captured 
web gear at former CPT Base 
Camp 508. He carries U.S. M79 
40mm grenade launcher. Photos: 
Jim Coyne 
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CENTER LEFT: Maj. Vinai 
briefs team leader before 
patrol. LEFT: Rain doesn’t 
stop Thai motorcycle patrol 
in mountains near captured 
CPT Camp 508. Photos: Jim 
Coyne 
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RIGHT: Harn Suk 
Motorcycle Team bikes 
keep CPT on run in 
southern Thailand. FAR 
RIGHT: Datsun pickup 
with mounted Soviet 
7.62mm X 54R SGM 
forms nucleus of 
auxiliary support for 
Harn Suk team. Photos: 

Tom Reisinger 





The 10 bright yellow Suzukis sitting 
in the summer sun outside seemed in¬ 
congruous with 20 black-fatigued, 
heavily armed riders. Each bike 
mounted two men. The driver carried 
an assault rifle, usually an M16 with 
more than basic load of ammunition; 
the rider also carried an assault rifle, 
but his primary weapon was an RPG-2 
with one-in-the-tube and three spare 
rounds in a special bracket welded to 
the side of the frame. The team leader’s 
bike was equipped with a rear-mount 
PRC-25 radio. Ten bikes to a team. 
Ten teams to a company. 

Using a lightweight dirt bike as an 
integral part of a modern army’s 
strategy and tactics is an intuitive, 
cost-efficient way of solving the prob- 


LEFT: Motorcycle team riders carry 
RPG-2$ and Ml6s. Note scarves for 
camouflage and dust protection. 
Photo: Jim Coyne. BELOW: SOF’s 
Tom Reisinger holds RPG-2 as team 
prepares to move out. Bikes carry 
spare rockets mounted in special 
brackets at left-rear. 

Photo: Kraiput Phanvut 
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He smiled: “No, we can muffle them if 
we have to, but when the CTs hear the 
bikes they tend to panic and make 
mistakes adjusting.” He laughed. “What 
really makes them nervous is when the 
engines stop!” 


lems of mobility and firepower. In the 
United States with our “if we can afford 
it, why not?” attitude, we are all too ac¬ 
customed to helicopters, armored per¬ 
sonnel carriers, tanks and trucks in 
those roles. In many areas of the 
world, however, armies have long had 
to make do without expensive equip¬ 
ment, often with startling success. 

For instance, in 1941, the British, 
trapped in Singapore at the beginning 
of World War 11, were stunned by the 
ferocious rapidity of the Japanese ad¬ 
vance through Malaysia. Demoralized 
and unprepared, 90,000 British troops 
soon surrendered to a Japanese force 
they outnumbered three to one. Gen. 
Yamashita, the ‘Tiger of Malaya,” 
used his unorthodox “secret weapon” 
to full advantage on the twisting trails 
and winding footpaths of the Malay 
Peninsula: the bicycle. 

The facts of Thailand’s motorcycle 
commandos are: 10 bikes equal 20 
men and 20 assault rifles with approx¬ 
imately 500 rounds of ammunition (a 
total of 10,000 rounds), 10 RPGs with 
four rounds each (40 rounds); one 
radio plus the odd M79 or M60. A com¬ 
pany, or 100 motorcycles, equals 200 
men with'assault rifles and 100,000 
rounds of ammunition; 100 RPGs with 
400 rounds of ammunition; 10 radios, 
et cetera. 

I continued to count the applications 
for such a unit as Morris and 1 climbed 
into a small pickup truck with the ma¬ 
jor. The bikes roared off in trail forma¬ 
tion in front of us. Still looking for 
flaws, I asked Maj. Vinai if the noise 
were ever a problem. 

He smiled: “No, we can muffle them 
if we have to, but when the CTs hear 
the bikes they tend to panic and make 
mistakes adjusting.” He laughed. 
“What really makes them nervous is 
when the engines stop!” 

“My god,” I thought, “that’s right! 
They dismount! These are 20th cen¬ 
tury dragoons: bikeborne infantry!” 

1 watched the escorts in front and 
behind. The drivers were alert, scan¬ 
ning each side of the paved road; the 
riders staggered the firing direction of 
their RPGs like tank barrels — first one 


to the right, second to the left, etc. We 
streaked along in the middle of the for¬ 
mation as it expanded or contracted 
according to visibility, twists in the trail 
and terrain, never more than 100 
meters apart. 

“Ambush?” 1 thought, “no way.” 
Maj. Vinai read my mind and beamed. 

Clouds reflected in the water lying in 
the fertile rice fields on either side of 
the asphalt highway. We flashed 
through the countryside. It looked 
peaceful. People passed our convoy, 
going in the other direction, without 
concern. We sped by motorcycles and 
cars as we wove briskly through the 
light rural traffic. 

Maj. Vinai’s eyes left the road only 
briefly as he spoke. “Our first task, 
with this unit, is to patrol the highways 
and roads. That’s why we kept the 
original yellow paint on the motor¬ 
cycles; I wanted them to look as nor¬ 
mal as possible. Bandits used to am¬ 
bush busses all along here,” he said, 
waving his arm casually toward the 
tree lines. 

“Our second responsibility is to re¬ 
main in reserve as a ready reaction 
force. Tactically, these motorcycles are 
sometimes better than helicopters. We 
can even deploy the unit from helicop¬ 
ters if necessary, motorcycles and all. 
We can adapt a motorcycle for use as a 
medical-evacuation vehicle by at¬ 
taching a wheeled litter as a sidecar. 
The same bike can bring supplies when 
it returns.” 

We turned suddenly from the main 
road onto a steep, bulldozed track 
climbing upward into the hills. 

Maj. Vinai could tell I liked bikes. I 
was taking notes as fast as I could 
while bouncing inside the cab of our 
small pick-up. 

“We can also be used in an anti-tank 
capacity; we’ve found it very effective 
for border patrol use as well,” he said. 
He turned on the windshield wipers as 
a light rain began to fall. 

The steep grade slashed into the 
trees. The motorcycles in front had dif¬ 
ficulty in the slippery clay. Some slid 
backwards; brakes locked and mud 
clung to the spokes. We stopped as the 


riders dismounted and walked. 

“Some things never change,” I said, 
smiling at the major. 

The drivers scrambled their bikes to 
the top of the road, the rest tried to 
walk. Two steps up, one step back, all 
the way to the crest. 

On the ridge line the road simply 
stopped. Underneath the trees a little 
farther up the hill, troops were dug in a 
tight perimeter, without wire. As we 
approached I could see that they were 
very dug in. 

‘This used to be one of the CPT’s for¬ 
ward bases. From here they would 
launch attacks on the highway down 
there.” Maj. Vinai turned the collar of 
his black fatigues against the rain and 
chill wind. 

Continued on page 74 


Harn Suk cycles patrol Isthmus of 
Kra, Thailand, keeping communists 
on the run. After capture of OPT 
Camp 508, Thai CPM 42 bulldozed 
road through it. Photo: Kraiput 
Phanvut 
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During the fight at la Drang, B Co. 
troopers captured an NVA command 
bugle and turned it into a weapon 
against its former owners. 

Some soldier in the outfit knew the 
basics of sounding a bugle and had 
picked up by ear the approximate 
notes of “advance,” “fall back,” 
etc., which he used to confuse the 
communists — and sometimes he just 
blasted out old cavalry calls in sheer 
defiance. 

A few months later, A and B Cos. 
were once again outnumbered, cut 


APREU93 


off and surrounded during the battle 
of An Thi. This time they had no hel¬ 
icopter resupply or medevac because 
of a driving 48-hour rain. 

When night approached at the first 
day’s end, most of the men did not 
believe they would see another dusk. 
I can testify to that because I was 
among them. 

Morning came, a sullen dawn, the 
sun barely discernible through rain 
and fog. A storm of firing broke out 
as cavalry troopers greeted the day 
with their traditional “Mad Min¬ 
ute.” But then silence fell. The dead, 
of course, were the quietest of all, but 
the wounded, even the dying, did not 


BUGLE CALLS 

by Bob Poos 


groan or make a sound. The few un¬ 
wounded stared stoically over the lip 
of a trench that had been taken in a 
bayonet charge. 

All was silent for a few mo¬ 
ments.. .until the ragged, but loud 
and clear, notes of a bugle rang out 
throughout the entire area. A caval¬ 
ryman lying next to me rolled over on 
one side, grinned and said, “Hey. 
That’s them crazy bastards in Bravo 
Co. We’re going to be OK.” In view 
of the situation, an objective, unin¬ 
volved observer might have called it 
an absurd statement. 

But I felt absolutely sure that he 
was right. 







WINNING ONE 

FOR GARY OWEN 

Bloody la Drang, Part 2 

by Robert T. Oles 



PART 1: In late 1965 U.S. forces encountered regular North 
Vietnamese Army troops for the first time — and the hit- 
and-run counterinsurgency operation of the early ’60s 
changed dramatically. The la Drang Valley, in the western 
section of Pleiku Province along the Cambodian 
border, was the site of some of the bloodiest fighting 
of the Vietnam War. Part I of “Bloody la Drang” 
found the 7th Cavalry at Landing Zone X-ray, 
rrounded by an aggressive, well-trained and 
well-armed enemy — and it looked as if the 1st 
Bn., 7th Cav at la Drang might suffer the same 
fate as its regimental predecessor at the 
Little Big Horn, some 90 years 
earlier when it was 

commanded by George 
Armstrong Custer. 





Skytrooper moves warily through underbrush as his platoon clears area beyond battalion 
perimeter at LZ X-Ray on second day of bloody fighting at foot of Chu Pong Mountain 
near Cambodian border. Photo: H.W.O. Kinnard 


C O. A and B’s first attempt to rescue 
the cut-off 2nd Pit. had been 
stopped cold by approximately 300 
NVA. Tactically, the link-up was unim¬ 
portant but — as so often happens in 
battle — the fate of the platoon had 
become symbolic: The Americans were 
determined to rescue their comrades and 
the North Vietnamese to annihilate the 
sky soldiers at all costs. 

American casualties continued to 
mount, especially among officers, NCOs 
and radiomen. This first major contact 
with North Vietnamese regulars had 
shown the cavalrymen that the NVA 
trooper was a well-trained, aggressive 
soldier and ah excellent shot, particular¬ 
ly with the rugged, efficient AK-47. 
Most 7th Cavalrymen who were killed or 
wounded that day had been shot either 
in the head or the upper torso. The 
PAVN (People’s Army of North Viet¬ 
nam) definitely aimed for unit leaders 
first — identified by their shouting and 
pointing, or carrying or talking on 
radios. The PAVN also concentrated 
fire on men wearing insignia of rank, 
particularly noncommissioned officers 
who wore stripes on their arms. (Shortly 
thereafter, Gen. Kinnard issued an order 
to dye all T-shirts. Gold and silver in¬ 
signia, badges and stripes were replaced 
by muted or black-cloth insignia and 
rank designations.) 

At approximately 1600 hours, Col. 
Moore ordered Cos. A and B to evacu¬ 
ate their casualties. They withdrew 
under covering fire from close contact 
with the enemy and prepared for a sec¬ 
ond coordinated attack, supported by 
heavy preparatory fire, to recover the 
beleaguered 2d Pit. Meanwhile, Co. C 
continued to hold off mass frontal 
assaults, supported by deadly, accurate 
artillery and close air support. The bat¬ 
talion S2, Capt. Metsker, was killed dur¬ 
ing this attack. 

Meanwhile, the isolated platoon’s 
situation steadily worsened. Lt. Herrick 
and his men desperately needed Moore’s 
reinforcements. The North Vietnamese 
continued to lace the perimeter with low 
grazing fire, making it difficult for Her¬ 
rick’s men to dig for cover. However, 
they returned fire, inflicting a heavy toll 
on the enemy; Sgt. Savage personally 
knocked off 12 of the enemy during this 
bloody afternoon . 

Lt. Herrick was mortally wounded by 
automatic-weapon fire. Although dying, 
the young lieutenant continued to com¬ 
mand the bending perimeter. In his last 
agonizing moments, he turned over 
command to S/Sgt. Carl L. Palmer, tell¬ 
ing Palmer to redistribute ammunition, 
call in support fire and, if possible, 
break for it. It seemed impossible they 
could survive until a rescue unit reached 
them. Palmer, already w'ounded, took 
over, but was killed within minutes. 

Immediately, the second squad leader 
took charge. As he began to move about 


HIGH TIME TROOPER 
by Bob Poos 

When the First Battalion, 7th Cav¬ 
alry, prepared to move out to Camp 
Holloway after the battle ended, one 
trooper displayed a certain amount 
of quiet initiative. 

The soldiers mingled with war cor¬ 
respondents who were also seeking to 
leave the scene in order to file their 
stories from Pleiku and send their 
film back to Saigon. 

One trooper inquired of Sgt. Maj. 
Plumlee: “Who are those guys? 
They’re wearin’ uniforms but they 
ain’t got no insignia.” Plumlee told 
him who they were and moved out to 
do other things. 

The soldier stood awhile, then laid 
down his M16, dropped his pack, un¬ 
hitched his cartridge belt, peeled the 
Cav’s horse blanket patch off his 
sleeve and stood almost unnoticed 
among the correspondents. 

He managed to get to Qui Nhon 
where he had a high old time among 
the bars and B girls until what little 
money he had ran out. Then he 
simply turned himself in and was sent 
back to An Khe. 

One of the correspondents, who 
had noticed what he was doing, later 
asked what became of him. A source 
said, “Nothin’. They sent him back 
to duty and out on the next opera¬ 
tion. What the hell. He did his thing 
in the fight and he was only gone a 
few days. Besides, what the hell were 
they going to do to punish him? Send 
him to Vietnam?” 


the men, the perimeter took a 
devastating crossfire which killed both 
him and the forward observer for the 
81mm mortar. The artillery recon¬ 
naissance sergeant was shot in the neck 
at the same moment. 

Sgt. Savage, the third squad leader, 
now took command. He grabbed the 
wounded artilleryman’s PRC25 radio 
and began calling in and correcting 
105mm howitzer fire from Landing 
Zone (LZ) Falcon. Within minutes, the 
perimeter was ringed by white- 
phosphorous artillery shells, some fall¬ 
ing as close as 20 meters. The shells kill¬ 
ed many of the enemy who were taking 
up close-in firing positions, and tem¬ 
porarily delayed an imminent rush at the 
perimeter. The men of 2d Pit. already 
knew that Charlie did not quit but just 
kept coming, and that they were in deep 
trouble: Of its 27 troopers, eight had 
been killed and 12 wounded. 
(“Charlie,” short for Victor-Charlie — 
VC or Viet Cong — was applied by 
American troops to all communist 
forces whether they were North Viet¬ 
namese [NVA] or Viet Cong [NLF-Na- 
tional Liberation Front] guerrillas. The 
word for communist in Vietnamese is 
Cong-san.) 

After the first unsuccessful rescue at¬ 
tempt, Co. B’s two remaining platoons 
returned to the creek bed where they met 
Capt. Herren, the company command¬ 
er. He briefed the two platoon leaders, 
Lts. Deveny and Deal, explaining that 
an artillery barrage would precede the 
second attempt, which was to be an 
assault by two companies which would 
then advance from the creek bed. 

Capt. Nadal’s A Co. would also use 
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the creek bed as a line of departure. The 
men removed their packs, which seemed 
to be getting heavier and heavier as the 
day wore on. More ammunition came in 
for the attack. 

As he was not sure of the trapped 
unit’s precise location, Nadal decided to 
guide on Co. B. If he met no heavy resis¬ 
tance, he would switch his company to a 
wedge formation. Just before jump-off, 
Nadal explained the 2d Plt.’s situation 
to his men, who all seemed eager to give 
the rescue a try. 

Heavy artillery and aerial rocket fire 
preceded the advance. At 1620 hours, 
Cos. A and B moved out. Almost im¬ 
mediately they ran into trouble. Un¬ 
known to them, between the first and 
second attacks, the enemy, well-camou¬ 
flaged and making good use of cover 
and concealment, had moved in closer. 
Many had dug into spider holes, others 
into the tops and sides of anthills, giving 
them elevated fields of fire. 

Capt. Nadal was the first man out of 
the creek bed with the first and second 
platoons. All immediately came under 
intense AK-47 fire. 

Lt. Marm, however, kept his 2d Pit. 
moving quickly until enemy machine- 
gun fire forced it to take cover. Trying 
to pinpoint the gun’s exact location, 
Marm deliberately exposed himself to 
draw enemy fire, firing an M72 antitank 
round at an anthill about 30 meters in 
front of him. Enemy firing continued. 
Marm then sprinted across the open 
ground and hurled fragmentation gre¬ 
nades into the enemy position, killing 
some of the NVA soldiers and finishing 
off the rest with a blast from his N^16, 
before being shot in the face. He was 
evacuated by helicopter. 

Marm’s bravery earned him the Medal 
of Honor. He was the first member of 
the 1st Air Cavalry Division to receive 
this award in the Vietnam War; 24 more 
would follow, 16 awarded posthumous¬ 
ly. No other division could match the 1st 
Cav’s heroism in Vietnam, 

Casualties mounted rapidly. Capt. 
Nadal’s company barely held its own. 
All the platoon leaders were dead or 
wounded and* the forward artillery ob¬ 
server and Nadal’s communications ser¬ 
geant lay mortally wounded. It was now 
1700 hours, with fading light. The pla¬ 
toons had only inched forward 150 
meters. Realizing the attack had lost its 
impetus, Col. Moore decided at 1740 
hours to pull back Cos. A and B to the 
fringe of the LZ and set up a tight defen¬ 
sive perimeter for the night. 

The battalion was now engaged in 
three separate fire fights: one company 
defended LZ X-Ray, two were attacking 
and one platoon was surrounded; all 
were under constant fire and taking 
many casualties. If the battle continued 
this way, the battalion was headed for 
defeat — particularly if the NVA real¬ 
ized how badly it was hurt. Battalion 



Largest division patch in U.S. Army was 
designed by Col. Ben H. Dorcy, 
commanding officer of 7th Cavalry 
Regiment, and his wife. 

Photo: Author's collection 


Maps: Author’s collection 



consolidation and the security of X-Ray 
concerned Moore most, especially since 
NVA prisoners had confirmed that three 
enemy battalions were perched on Chu 
Pong Mountain. The morning would 
show him whether to attack or order the 
isolated platoon to infiltrate back to 
friendly lines. 

The NVA commander counted on the 
fact that an American commander 
would not allow one of his units to be 
wiped out while he had the resources to 
effect a rescue: Charlie wanted to turn 
the situation into a meat grinder. 

Once again, using white phosphorous 
artillery and covering smoke, both A 
and B Cos. managed to break contact 
with the enemy. The second attempt to 
reach the isolated 2d Pit. cost almost 50 
casualties in little more than an hour. 

By 1705 hours, the 2d Pit. and com¬ 
mand group of Co. B, 2d Bn., 7th Cav¬ 
alry began landing on X-Ray. As men on 
the ground cheered, Capt. Myron 
Diduryk jumped from the lead helicop¬ 
ter, ran up to Col. Moore and saluted: 
“Gary Owen, Sir!” — traditional greet¬ 
ing of the men of the 7th Cavalry Regi¬ 
ment. Moore briefed Diduryk quickly, 
assigned him the leadership of the bat¬ 
talion reserve and told him to prepare to 
attack in either Co. A, B or C’s sector. 

Diduryk’s 120 air cavalrymen came to 
battle well prepared. Each rifleman had 
15 to 20 magazines of M16 ammunition, 
and every M60 machine-gun crew car¬ 
ried at least four boxes of ball ammuni¬ 
tion. The 40mm grenadiers had 30 to 40 
rounds for their M79 grenade launchers, 
and every man in the company carried at 
least one fragmentation grenade. Did¬ 
uryk had two 60mm mortars and 48 
high-explosive rounds as well. 

In the perimeter lineup for the night, 
2d Pit., Co. B, was attached to Co. C. 
Capt. Edwards placed it on the right 
flank of his perimeter. Co. A took ad¬ 
vantage of the dry creek bed. Co. B for- 
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went the creek-bed’s cover; Capt. Her- 
ren placed his two depleted platoons just 
forward of his command post (CP) in 
the creek bed, along 150 meters of good, 
defensive ground. He immediately be¬ 
gan to register his artillery fire as closely 
as possible to his defensive line and 
ordered his men to dig in “deep.” Co. D 
occupied the same sector. 

By 1800 hours, all of Co. B, 2d Bn., 
7th Cavalry, had arrived at X-Ray. 
Capt. Diduryk placed his two 81mm 
mortars with the 1st Bn., freeing the 
crews to help man the perimeter. 

By 1900 hours, Col. Moore had total¬ 
ly organized his battalion perimeter. The 
fighting died down considerably, except 
for sporadic sniper fire, which kept 
everybody on his toes. As nightfall 
closed in, the last of the wounded and 
recoverable dead were airlifted out to 
LZ Falcon and a resupply of much- 
needed ammunition, water, medical sup¬ 
plies and rations was flown in. The 
surgeon and medics were low on dex- 
adrine, morphine and bandages. Water 
remained a problem in the 100-degree 
heat and some troopers began to eat 
C-ration jam for its moisture. 

During the evening, Col. Moore vis¬ 
ited men along the perimeter, talking to 
them, making sure all the companies 
were prepared for the night. Although 
his troops were fighting for their lives 
against a tough, determined foe, morale 
was high; they still believed in the tall, 
fighting Kentuckian, who had been 
everywhere during the day, and in their 
battalion, the best in the regiment. If 
anyone could lead them out of this caul¬ 
dron, they knew Moore would. 

The cut-off platoon of B Co. was still 
in radio contact with Moore’s CP and 
anxious about a relief force, but the men 
understood the battalion’s critical situa¬ 
tion and they were determined to hang 
on until help broke through. 

That night, the commander of the 
66th NVA Regiment moved his 8th Bat¬ 
talion southward from a position north 
of the la Drang and gave it the mission 
of applying pressure against the eastern 
sector of X-Ray. Field Front headquar¬ 
ters arranged for the movement of the 
H-15 Main Force Viet Cong Battalion 
from an assembly area well south of the 
la Drang. The 32d Regiment had not yet 
left its assembly area some 12 kilometers 
away, and the heavy mortar and anti-air¬ 
craft units were still en route to X-Ray. 

After dark, the enemy made several 
light probes forward of A and B Cos. 
and of C Co. near where it tied in with A 
Co., but American artillery harassing 
and interdiction fires blunted enemy ag¬ 
gression. The two howitzer batteries 
from Falcon had a long, busy night. 
They fired almost 4,000 rounds around 
the battalion perimeter, the isolated 2d 
Pit. perimeter and the fingers and draws 
of Chu Pong Mountain where lights had 
been seen by Col. Moore’s S-3, Capt. 


Dillon, who circled X-Ray in the com¬ 
mand helicopter. 

Three times during the night, Charlie 
attacked Sgt. Savage’s solitary band but 
was turned back by concentrated M16 
fire. Even the wounded fought to main¬ 
tain the perimeter, and Spec. 5 Charles 
H. Lose, B Co.’s senior aid man, con¬ 
tinually ministered to the wounded and 
dying, Charlie taking potshots at him all 
the while. His skill and ingenuity saved 
many lives that night. When he ran out 
of bandages, he used the toilet-tissue 
packets, carried by most of the men, to 
stanch the bleeding. Lose’s calm profes¬ 
sionalism comforted the wounded and 
gave them hope. 

The blare of bugles announced the 
next attack on the surrounded platoon at 
0400 hours. (The North Vietnamese 
seemed to have no radios, their leaders 
relying on hand signals, shouting and, of 
course, the bugle. On the mountain, 
they used signal lights.) After the first 
bugle blast, Sgt. Savage called down an 
artillery barrage, followed by a tactical 
air strike. The Air Force used flares to il¬ 
luminate the target — a mistake — it 
also exposed the 2d Pit.’s position; luck¬ 
ily, there were no more casualties. 

The North Vietnamese would try one 
more attack that night; it too was unsuc¬ 
cessful. Throughout those horrible 
hours, Sgt. Savage and his men could 
hear and sometimes see the enemy drag¬ 
ging off their dead and wounded. 

Col. Moore reported later: “The en¬ 
emy appeared fanatical in his extreme ef¬ 
forts to recover bodies of his dead and 
wounded and their equipment. He used 
the night, the high grass, the anthills and 

RIGHT: Gary Owen troopers inspect 
communist weapons captured during the 
fierce LZ X-Ray fighting. Most captured 
weapons were destroyed. Photo: Author’s 
collection BELOW: Two exhausted troopers 
of 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry, one slightly 
wounded, move toward waiting helicopters 
for evacuation to Brigade HQ. Photo: 
H.W.O. Kinnard 




TELLING THEIR STORY 

With a master’s degree in history 
from Columbia University, Robert 
T. Oles has been involved in the 
publishing business since the early 
’60s, Since 1979, he has worked at the 
Regimental Press in New York as 
writer, editor and photo researcher, 
and recently came up with the idea of 
producing a series of books covering 
the complete histories of various 
military divisions and units. 

As Oles worked as editor and re¬ 
searcher on the project, the author 
assigned to write the history of the 1st 
Cavalry Division pulled out at the last 
minute. Oles, who served with the 1st 
Cavalry Division, 1st Cavalry Mili¬ 
tary Police Detachment, DMZ Po- 
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lice, and had done extensive research 
on the division, accepted the task of 
writing the history himself. The story 
of the 1st Cav in the la Drang Valley 
will be a chapter in the book, which 
should be published this fall. 

Oles is also in the process of pre¬ 
paring an outline for a military his¬ 
tory of the Middle East from 1800 to 
1920. 

The division history series will in¬ 
clude books on the 101st Airborne 
Division, the 82nd Airborne Divi¬ 
sion, the 1st Marine Division and 
others. The series has not yet been 
released, but our readers who are in¬ 
terested should contact Regimental 
Press, Dept. SOF, 555 Main St., New 
York, NY 10044. — John Metzger 


other concealment to maximum advan¬ 
tage. We found many of his dead with 
ropes tied around their ankles. 

“I saw two of my dead with similar 
ropes around theirs.” The North Viet¬ 
namese habitually stripped American 
bodies of everything, including dog tags 
and other ID, making it difficult for 
graves-registration details to identify 
American dead. 

At brigade headquarters. Col. Brown, 
following the struggle of the 1st Bn., 7th 
Cavalry, was pleased at its standing 
against heavy odds, while taking moder¬ 
ate casualties. Convinced that more 
troops would be needed in the X-Ray 
area, he radioed Gen. Kinnard for 
another battalion. Kinnard told him that 
the 1st Bn., 5th Cavalry, would be fer¬ 
ried to brigade headquarters the follow¬ 
ing morning. 

Since his troops were somewhat re¬ 
freshed from the nighttime lull in the 
Fighting, Col. Moore intended to try to 
reach the isolated platoon a third time. 
He was positive the enemy would contin¬ 
ue the obsessive drive to eliminate the 
platoon. This time, Moore would throw 
three rifle companies against the enemy 
instead of two. Capt. Herren’s force, 
Cos. A and C, would follow, protecting 
the right and left flanks against Charlie's 
favorite tactic of encirclement; they 
would also assist in the field push by B 
Co., if needed. S-3 Capt. Dillon would 
remain in command of the rest of the 


battalion at the perimeter. 

Just after daybreak, Moore ordered 
all company commanders to send out 
patrols to the front and rear of their 
perimeters, looking for snipers that 
might have infiltrated during the night. 
As soon as they moved out, enemy Fire 
erupted, shattering the morning quiet. 
Two recon squads from Capt. Edwards’ 
Co. C took the brunt of the fire. Quickly 
answering with M16 Fire and grenades, 
the sky soldiers began to pull back to 
their defensive positions. 

Once again Charlie had made good 
use of the dark, in Filtrating closer to the 
battalion’s defensive perimeter and then 
burrowing, Camouflaging and patiently 
waiting for daylight to hit the Americans 
with close-in Fire. Within minutes, the 
recon parties took several casualties and 
some fatalities. Men from other pla¬ 
toons were cut down as they tried to 
move up to give aid. 

When Capt. Edwards heard the initial 
Firing, he tried to raise the engaged pla¬ 
toons for a situation report. Finally 
making contact, he learned that most of 
his 3d Pit. and an attached platoon from 
Co. B, 2d Bn., had made it back to the 
perimeter unscathed. But Charlie had 
achieved the initiative once again. 

From his command post, Edwards 
could see a large group of NVA soldiers 
about 200 meters to his front, moving 
straight at him. He immediately called 
Col. Moore, requesting artillery Fire. 



APR1U83 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 47 














Then he and the four others in the group 
began pumping M16 fire into the enemy. 
When Charlie kept advancing, a some¬ 
what-shaken Edwards requested support 
from the battalion reserve. Moore re¬ 
fused; he and Capt. Dillon were con¬ 
vinced that the isolated platoon was the 
enemy’s main objective and they wanted 
to be prepared for the main push. 

In spite of supporting fire by artillery 
and Air Force fighter bombers, Co. C’s 
situation worsened. Disregarding heavy 
losses, the enemy infantry reached the 
foxhole line and hand-to-hand fighting 
seemed imminent. Enemy fire inten¬ 
sified, making it difficult for the 
beleaguered Co. C to return it. 

As two North Vietnamese soldiers 
popped up 30 meters in front of the CP, 
Edwards stood up. He lobbed a grenade 
at them and fell with a bullet in his back. 
At 0715, seriously wounded and losing 
blood, Edwards regained consciousness 
and again called for reinforcements. 

Moore sent a platoon from Co. A to 
Edwards’s aid. An NVA machine gun 
operating behind an anthill just in front 
of the foxhole line zeroed in on the CP 
and began working it over. 

Second Lt. John W. Arrington had 
been sent by battalion to help the 
wounded Edwards. As he lay prone, 
receiving Edward’s instructions, he was 
shot in the chest. Second Lt. William W. 
Franklin, 3d Pit. commander, saw what 
had happened. He left his position and 
crawled toward Edwards’s group, but 
was seriously wounded by sniper fire, ly¬ 
ing in the open. 

About the same time that Edwards’s 
message had reached the battalion CP, 
the NVA attacked the Co. D sector in 
force near the mortar emplacements. 
The battalion was now under heavy at¬ 
tack from two different directions. 

The vicious fire fight continued. At 
approximately 0800 hours, enemy graz¬ 
ing fire crisscrossed X-Ray and rocket 
and mortar fire exploded in the LZ. One 
trooper was killed near the anthill and 
several were wounded. Anyone who 
tried to reach the Co. C sector im¬ 
mediately drew enemy fire. 

Col. Moore alerted the recon platoon 
being held in reserve. He also radioed 
Col. Brown at brigade headquarters, de¬ 
scribed his situation and requested 
another company. Brown immediately 
alerted A Co., 2d Bn., to prepare to 
move out as soon as fire abated at the 
landing zone. It looked as if the entire 
Gary Owen Brigade was going to get a 
shot at Charlie. 

The smoke and dust were once more a 
problem for the 1st Bn. At 0755 hours, 
Moore ordered all platoons to throw col¬ 
ored smoke grenades to outline the peri¬ 
meter’s periphery for ground artillery, 
aerial rocket artillery and tactical air 
support. Extremely high fire support 
had to be brought in — 50 to 100 meters 
— due to NVA closing tactics. Several 
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ABOVE: Troopers of B Co. pepper tree 
line with M16s during first real 
confrontation between a major American 
unit and NVA regulars. Photo: H.W.O. 
Kinnard. LEFT: Artist’s depiction of 11th 
Air Assault Division during tests at Ft. 
Benning, Ga. Author’s collection 


artillery rounds landed within the peri¬ 
meter and an Air Force F-105 jet 
splashed a couple of tanks of napalm in 
the anthill area, burning several men and 
exploding stockpiled M16 ammunition. 

While Sgt. Maj. Plumlee and cavalry¬ 
men from the battalion CP struggled to 
put out the fires, Capt. Dillon sprinted 
to the LZ’s center. Under enemy fire, he 
laid out a cerise panel to enable strike 
aircraft to identify the CP. 

In spite of the close fire support, the 
intrepid NVA gunners continued to lash 
the LZ with everything they had. Their 
infantry mingled with the American de¬ 
fenders in order to neutralize friendly 
fire support. The CP continued to take 
small-weapons fire. A medic was killed 
as he worked on the men during the na¬ 
palm strike. A radio operator took an 
AK-47 round in the head. Although his 
helmet saved his life, he lay unconscious 
for almost an hour. 


By 0800, Charlie jabbed at Co. A’s 
left flank but was sent reeling with heavy 
losses. Co. D’s sector was severely 
threatened. Col. Moore later declared: 
“Mortar crewmen fired rifles and fed 
rounds into their tubes. Suddenly a fusil¬ 
lade destroyed one of the mortars.” 

The battalion was now under attack 
from three sides. Moore immediately 
committed his reserve, the Recon Pit., 
which moved into the left of the C Co. 
sector, headed toward D Co. and 
cleaned out the area. They then joined 
up with the rest of D Co. Throughout 
the rest of the attack, that portion of the 
perimeter remained under control. 


Tears filled the weary 
eyes of these desperately 
tired men, who greeted 
their rescuers with hugs 
and quiet thanks “for 
not forgetting us.” 


By 0900 hours, American support fire 
had inflicted a heavy toll on the North 
Vietnamese, whose fire slackened con¬ 
siderably. Ten minutes later, Col. 


Moore ordered elements of A Co., 2d 
Bn., 7th Cavalry, commanded by Capt. 
Joel E. Sugdinis, to occupy Capt. Di- 
duryk’s original sector of the perimeter. 

By 1000 hours, the enemy’s desperate 
attempt to overwhelm the perimeter had 
failed and the attacks ceased. The light 
sniper fire which continued was a piece 
of cake for the men of the 7th Cavalry, 
who had taken everything that three of 
the NVA's best units had to dish out, re¬ 
turning it twice in kind. 

Meanwhile, less than three kilometers 
southeast, additional reinforcements 
from Col. Tully’s 2nd Bn., 5th Cavalry, 
had left LZ Victor that morning and 
were trudging toward the sound of the 
guns at X-Ray. The 5th Cavalry 
marched with a lot of tradition at its 
back: Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg 
and Shenandoah in the Civil War; New 
Guinea, the Bismarck Archipelago, 
Leyte and Luzon in WWII; and three 
years in a hell called Korea. This new 
generation of cavalry — the air cavalry 
— was ready to help its comrades in the 
7th Cavalry and perhaps show Charlie 
something extra. The battalion would 
soon have its trial by fire. 

The task force moved out at 0800, 
Cos. A and B abreast, left and right, 
with Co. C trailing Co. A. Col. Tully 
loaded his formation on the left because 
of the threat of the enemy on Chu Pong 
Mountain. He believed that if the NVA 
attacked, it would be from that direc¬ 
tion. His only orders when he reached 
X-Ray were to aid and assist Moore. 
Everything else would be played by ear. 

As the two lead platoons of Co. A, 2d 
Bn., 5th Cavalry, approached X-Ray 
from the east, they were immediately 
pinned down by enemy automatic-weap¬ 
ons fire approximately 800 meters from 
the LZ. The well-concealed North Viet¬ 
namese, as was their practice, sheltered 
in trees and behind anthills. Company 
Commander Capt. Larry T. Bennett’s 
quick reaction in redeploying his units 
allowed the Americans to bring over¬ 
bearing fire on the enemy, and quickly 
break through the trap, capturing two 
NVA soldiers armed with AK-47 rifles. 

The lead elements reached X-Ray at 
midday. Cols. Moore and Tully con¬ 
ferred: The two fresh companies, A and 
C of the 2d Bn., 5th Cavalry, would help 
relieve the cut-off platoon. Co. B, 1st 
Bn., 7th Cavalry, would take the lead 
since Capt. Herren knew the terrain be¬ 
tween X-Ray and the isolated platoon. A 
renewed vigor filled Herren's men; they 
knew this last push would be successful. 
Moore would receive Co. B, 2d Bn., 5th 
Cavalry, into the perimeter defense as 
well as the incoming battalion's mortar 
sections, which would support the drive 
from X-Ray. Col. Tully would accom¬ 
pany the attack force. 

At 1315 hours, preceded by artillery 
and aerial rocket strikes, the rescue force 
started out for the fourth time, Herren’s 
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company on the right, Co. A, 2d Bn., 
5th Cavalry, on the left. 

Some 15 minutes later. Col. Moore di¬ 
rected all units to police the battlefield to 
a depth of 300 meters. “Enemy bodies 
littered the area,” wrote Moore, “some 
stacked behind anthills; body fragments, 
weapons, and equipment were scattered 
about the edge of the perimeter; trails 
littered with bloodied bandages told of 
many bodies dragged away.” 

The cost was also heavy for the 1st 
Bn., 7th Cavalry: 48 men, the equivalent 
of an American rifle platoon, were dead. 
For many, it had been their first battle. 
The bodies of these brave men lay 
among the enemy dead, attesting to the 
furious fighting. One rifleman of C Co. 
lay, his hands clenched around the 
throat of a dead NVA soldier. Co. C’s 
1st Pit. leader lay dead in a foxhole sur¬ 
rounded by five enemy bodies. 

The relief column advanced slowly 
but steadily, harassed by light sniper 
fire. As it neared Sgt. Savage’s platoon, 
lead troops of Capt. Herren’s company 
found the captured M60 machine gun, 
smashed by artillery fire. Around it lay 
the mutilated bodies of its American 
crew and those of a succession of NVA 
crews. They also found the body of the 
American grenadier, his hand still grip¬ 
ping his .45-caliber pistol. 

Minutes later, the first men of the re¬ 
lief force reached the isolated platoon. 
Tears filled the weary eyes of these des¬ 
perately tired men, who greeted their 
rescuers with hugs and quiet thanks “for 
not forgetting us.” 

Fifth Cavalry medics quickly rushed 
to the wounded, cleaning and redressing 
the wounds that Spec. Lose had so ex¬ 
pertly attended. Capt. Herren provided 
details to bring the wounded back to the 
battalion perimeter. The dead were 
tenderly lifted onto make-shift litters 
made from their own ponchos for their 
last trip with their buddies. 

To ail who survived, the 2d Pit. swore 
to a man that they wouldn’t have made 
it without Spec. Lose’s first-aid, individ¬ 
ual acts of bravery and Sgt. Savage’s 
leadership, determination and uncanny 
use of artillery fire. After Savage took 
command the afternoon before, the pla¬ 
toon had no more casualties. 

After ringing the 2d Pit. with his three 
companies, Col. Tully did not believe he 
had time to reconnoiter the area. The 
column returned to X-Ray with only one 
casualty*. Capt. Bennett received a severe 
chest wound from a sniper bullet. 

Col. Moore now redeployed his 
troops. With Col. Tully’s consent, he as¬ 
sumed operational control of all troops 
within the perimeter. Moore now had 
two battalions under his command. The 
wounded and dead were medevacuated, 
and everyone dug in for a hopefully 
quiet night. 

That evening, Col. Brown at Brigade 
advised Moore that Gen. Kinnard had 
ordered the 1st Bn., 7th Cav, to be with- 
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drawn on the 16th and sent to Camp 
Holloway just outside Pleiku for two 
days of R&R. There was joy at X-Ray 
that night — at least for a while. 

Although NVA units had suffered 
heavy casualties both from their encoun¬ 
ter with the 1st Bn., 7th Cavalry, and 
from a massive B-52 strike on Chu Pong 
itself, their commanders had not left the 
field to the Americans yet. Intermittent 
sniper fire continued all along the 
perimeter during the early night hours. 
A full moon in an unusually cloudless 
sky lit up X-Ray as the 105mm batteries 
of the 21st Artillery on Falcon continued 
their protective shelling around the 
perimeter and up on Chu Pong. 

At approximately 0400 hours, trip 
flares went off about 300 meters in front 
of the Co. B, 2d Bn., 7th Cavalry sector. 
By 0430, the enemy had launched a ma¬ 
jor assault in company strength. Capt. 
Diduryk’s riflemen met the attack with 
well-aimed fire from individual weap¬ 
ons, the firepower of four artillery bat¬ 
teries and all available mortar fire. M79 
grenadiers and M60 machine-gunners 
firing tracers chipped in. The noise was 
incredible: weapons firing, men yelling, 
bugles blaring. Air Force flares lit the 
eerie scene as highly disciplined NVA in¬ 
fantry kept coming, inching forward 
during the darkness between flares. 
Some got within five meters of the fox¬ 
hole line, but were driven back by well- 
thrown hand grenades. 

At 0530, the determined enemy tried 
again, shifting the attack to the south¬ 
west, hitting the 3d Pit. and some left- 
flank positions of the 2nd Pit. This ef¬ 
fort and another attack against the 1st 
Plt.’s right flank were stopped cold. 

Sky-soldier ammo expenditure was in¬ 
credible. Relays were set up between the 
ammo storage area at the anthill and 
heavily engaged units. Periodically dur¬ 
ing the fire fight, radio operators and 
troops from the recon platoon of the 1st 
Bn., 7th Cav, ran under heavy fire to the 
anthill for supplies of M60 machine-gun 
ammo, grenades and Ml6 bullets . When 
his thump gunners ran critically low of 
M79 ammo, Diduryk ordered them to 
restrict their fire to visible targets, espec¬ 
ially enemy crew-served weapons — 
machine guns, recoilless rifles and mor¬ 
tars — and troop concentrations. 

Dawn of the 16th showed that the 
NVA attack had run out of gas. Amaz¬ 
ingly, Diduryk’s company had only six 
men slightly wounded; piles of enemy 
dead in front of the positions reminded 
some old timers in the battalion of 
human-wave tactics used by the Chinese 
in Korea: Pitted against sufficient 
firepower and good discipline, such tac¬ 
tics always fail, a lesson filed away in the 
memory banks of the high command of 
the People’s Army of North Vietnam. In 
the future, mass frontal assaults by the 
NVA, against the sky soldiers’ good de¬ 
fensive positions, would seldom be re¬ 
peated in the 1st Cavalry’s area. The 
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NVA had learned that the name of the 
1st Air Cav’s game was mobility and 
firepower, and although Charlie was as 
good an infantryman as any in the 
world, his limited support did not allow 
him to match up. 

Still apprehensive about the enemy 
mounting another full-scale attack and 
well aware of Co. C’s trouble on the pre¬ 
vious morning’s sweep, Col. Moore di¬ 
rected all companies to spray the trees, 
anthills and bushes in front of their posi¬ 
tions with concentrated fire to kill any 
snipers or infiltrators — a practice that 
the men called “Mad Minute.” It had to 
be unnerving for Charlie to have almost 
a thousand men stand up, weapons blaz¬ 
ing. Seconds after the firing began, an 
NVA platoon appeared 150 meters in 
front of Co. A, 2d Bn., 7th Cav, and 
opened fire on the perimeter. It made an 
ideal artillery target and was beaten off 
in 20 minutes. During the “Mad 
Minute” an NVA soldier dropped from 
a tree before Capt. Herren’s command 
post; he was dead before he hit the 
ground. The riddled body of another fell 
in front of Diduryk’s leftmost platoon. 
It hung upside down, swinging from the 
branch it was tied to. 

Unaccountably, Moore waited almost 
an hour before having the American 
units push out from within the perimeter 
on a coordinated search and sweep out 
to 500 meters. The lapse between the 
“Mad Minute” and the sweep allowed 
the relentless enemy to return to favor¬ 
able firing positions. After moving 
about 65 meters, Co. B, 2d Bn., 7th 
Cav, was hit by a heavy volume of fire. 
Enemy wounded, still lying unattended 
in the area, took the NVA firing as a 
signal and hurled grenades at the on¬ 
coming Americans. Capt. Diduryk 
quickly lost his weapons squad, its 
leader killed, and nine other men 
wounded, including the 2d Pit. leader 
and platoon sergeant. He withdrew his 
force, under artillery-fire cover, back to 
the relative safety of the battalion peri¬ 
meter where he was joined by Col. 
Moore and Lt. Hastings, the Forward 
Air Controller. 

Within minutes, U.S. Air Force 
fighter bombers came back, using a 
deadly mixture of rockets, cannon fire, 
napalm, cluster-bomb units, white 
phosphorous and high explosives. The 
strike ended with a bang: A 500-pound 
bomb landed only 25 meters from the 1st 
Pit. positions. 

Co. B, 2d Bn., 7th Cav., began an¬ 
other sweep, now using fire and maneu¬ 
ver methods behind a wall of 105mm 
howitzer fire. It crushed the remaining 
NVA resistance. Rows of corpses lay in 
front of the American positions, small, 
shattered bodies with young, empty 
faces, looking like those of Saigon cab 
drivers or peasants in the rice field. The 
sweep uncovered three missing cavalry¬ 
men, all dead. The area was littered with 



Prisoner who fought with 304th NVA 
Regiment at LZ X-Ray squats on ground 
near 1st Battalion, 7th Cav HQ during 
battlefield interrogation. 

Photo: H.W.O. Kinnard 


enemy weapons. 

At 0930, the rest of the 2d Bn., 7th 
Cav., reached X-Ray and an hour later 
Col. Moore was ordered to move his ex¬ 
hausted men to Camp Holloway. The 2d 
Bn., 7th Cav., and 2d Bn., 5th Cav. 
would stay to secure the perimeter. 

The defeat was now complete. The 
North Vietnamese commander, Gen. 
Man, ordered the remnants of his three 
regiments to retreat into their old sanc¬ 
tuary, Cambodia. Initial estimates of 
NVA casualties were light: 600 dead at 
first count; later intelligence formulas 
came up with much higher figures which 
were reported by Joseph Alsop of the 
Washington Post\ “Concerning the re¬ 
sults of the bloody battle of the la Drang 
Valley.. .the body count of enemy dead 
left on the battlefield reached 1,285. In¬ 
itially, the figure was discounted since 
the count obviously included a good 
many laborers as well as enemy soldiers. 
Subsequently, an NVA general using the 
pseudonym Bai. Quan, in an interview 
with a Cambodian newspaper, admitted 
that the la Drang fighting had cost 3,000 
casualties. Bai Quan’s admitted loss 
figure was almost surely an understate¬ 
ment. It is reliably calculated that the 
enemy’s real loss in the la Drang fighting 
was close to 5,000 men, either killed or 
wounded.” (Despite Alsop’s sources, 
the truth is probably somewhere be¬ 
tween 2,500 and 3,000 casualties.) 

North Vietnamese losses of materiel 
and weapons were enormous. Col. 
Moore arranged with the commanding 
officer of 2d Bn., 7th Cavalry, to 


destroy equipment left behind at X-Ray. 
It included almost 100 crew-served 
weapons, 400 grenades and 7,000 rounds 
of small-arms ammunition. American 
casualties of the 1st Cavalry Division 
and attached units were 79 killed, 121 
wounded, none missing. 

On 16 November, while fighting still 
raged around X-Ray, Gens. Westmore¬ 
land and Vin Loc, ARVN II Corps com¬ 
mander, agreed to commit two or more 
ARVN airborne battalions to the Pleiku 
campaign, airlifting them to Due Co, 
then moving them south to block the 
area along the Cambodian border north 
of la Drang to the northwest corner of 
the Chu Pong massif. 

The 52nd Aviation Bn. would provide 
helicopter support and the 1st Cavalry 
Division artillery. An ARVN Marine 
Brigade was to keep the road open from 
An Khe to Pleiku. 

As the weary troopers of the 1st Bn., 
7th Cavalry, climbed aboard choppers 
for Camp Holloway, they left the acrid 
smoke and stench of LZ X-Ray behind. 
They realized there would be many hard 
fights ahead. Charlie was tough, real 
tough. One hard-bitten NCO remarked, 
“He never quit, he just kept coming un¬ 
til you blew him away.” 

Although the Pleiku campaign would 
continue for another 10 days, there was 
already celebration at Gen. Westmore¬ 
land’s HQ. The general’s staff was 
ecstatic. Some people say that it was 
Westmoreland’s finest hour. His bril¬ 
liant management of the campaign 
would earn him Time Magazine’s “Man 
of the Year” award. 

Maj. Gen. Harry W.O. Kinnard’s 
long years of devotion to the airmobile 
concept were now justified. He and his 
dedicated men proved that airmobility 
was the weapon of the future. Upon his 
return to the United States, the soft- 
spoken Kinnard would say, “In my 
opinion, the 1st Cavalry Division (Air¬ 
mobile) was by all odds the finest divi¬ 
sion which we or any other army in the 
world ever put together for counter-in¬ 
surgency operations.” 

The 1st Cavalry would go on to be¬ 
come perhaps the most effective fighting 
unit in the Vietnam War. Wherever 
trouble erupted, the division was ready 
to saddle up within hours, often mount¬ 
ing two or three operations at the same 
time, hundreds of miles apart — like a 
fire brigade rushing to put out separate 
blazes. 

After returning to Brigade HQ, Lt. 
Col. Moore (who would soon be pro¬ 
moted to command of the 7th Cavalry) 
was questioned by reporters about key 
factors in the la Drang victory. He 
answered, “It would be difficult to say 
because we operate as such a tight, disci¬ 
plined team. But I guess if you had to 
pick out two things that were instrumen¬ 
tal at X-Ray, I would say guts and the 
M16 won it for us.”^ 
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BEDTIME 
FOR BORIS 

SOF Reprints Afghan War Episode 
As Soviets See It 

by Red Army Sr. Lt. M. Syrtlanov 


This typical example of Russian pro¬ 
paganda was translated by one of our 
readers . He requested that we give his 
author payment to the Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund. We are reprinting this ar¬ 
ticle, which was titled "With Our 
Friends On the Border , ” without the 
permission of Soviet Warrior — so sue 
us, Ivan. It is interesting to see the junk 
that the folks back home in Moscow are 
fed about the reasons the Russians are in 
Afghanistan fighting the "bandits" 
known to the rest of the world as the 
mujahideen or Afghan Freedom 
Fighters . 

Our resident linguist explains that the 
word Dushmenan is Afghan for ene¬ 
mies. We can't help wondering if the 
Russian people are really naive enough 
to believe this Soviet fairy tale supposed¬ 
ly learned "during a friendly meeting 
with Afghan warriors. ” — The Eds. 


I T’S not easy for them, the defenders 
of the People’s Rule in Afghanistan. 
Their first fighting experience is born in 
battle, locked in mortal combat with 
counter-revolutionaries who are directed 
from abroad. 

At an outpost on the border with Pak¬ 
istan, Lt. Valayat Khan’s company gets 
up. For days the soldiers of the Afghan 
People’s Army have lived in a small 
oasis around a spring with drinkable 
water. Here their combat lesson begins. 
Surrounded by bare wilderness and a 
deceptive silence. A mountain range 
shows blue on the horizon. 

The enemies of the revolution, called 
Dushmenan here, have decided not to 


attack openly, but to act basely and in¬ 
sidiously. At night the Dushmenan 
poisoned the spring. Only the vigilance 
of the commander prevented the death 
of the company. When Valayat Khan 
formed up the fighting men and told 
them of the poisoning of the spring, 
some understood for the first time what 
kind of heavy burden was laid on his 
shoulders along with his shoulder boards 
— the responsibility for the defense of 
his people from the perfidious enemy. 

That day the unit occupied itself with 
the organization of public services and 
amenities of a cantonment. They made 
the tents habitable for the winter, 
equipped the auxiliary locations, built 
new ones. And there, from out behind 
the sand-hills, to the backs of the war¬ 
riors, came the biting hammer of 
automatic weapons. 

Not for nothing had Lt. Valayat Khan 
firmly taught military matters to yester¬ 
day’s workers and peasants — today’s 
defenders of the revolution. Their reac¬ 
tion was lightning-fast. While his com¬ 
mand could still be heard, they had 
already occupied their positions and 
joined in return fire. Despite the sudden¬ 
ness of the attack and the heavy fire, the 
company organized a defense. 

The battle went on for two hours, but 
an end still wasn’t in sight. The com¬ 
mander understood: To wait longer 
would be useless; it was necessary to go 
on the offensive immediately — this is 
the best way to attain victory. 

Having regrouped his forces, Valayat 
Khan prepared to attack. He assigned a 
significant role to the only tank he had 
at his disposal that day. It was com¬ 
manded by Abdul Samat, who was to 
take advantage of the terrain, get to the 
bandits’ flank with cannon and machine 


gun and hold them with fire for some 
time until his comrades’ attack. 

A red flare — the signal to attack — 
went hissing through the dark blue un¬ 
fathomable sky. The warriors got up si¬ 
multaneously and threw themselves for¬ 
ward. But the Dushmenan hadn’t been 
poorly trained by their foreign instruc¬ 
tors. They intensified aimed fire which 
threw out the attackers one after an¬ 
other. The soldiers dropped flat. 

“Where on earth is Abdul Samat,” 
thought the commander while reloading 
his weapon. 

And as if in answer to his thought, a 
shot and another resonantly jerked over 
the desert, overlapping the automatic 
bursts, as the heavy machine gun struck 
from the tank. The comrade’s support 
heartened the warriors. Not thinking of 
the withering fire, the company rushed 
to attack, crushed the Dushmenan and 
scattered them over the steppe. 

For a long time shots popped off in 
the distant mountain ridges. But the vic¬ 
tory was for Valayat Khan’s company. It 
was ascertained later that the band had 
crossed over from Pakistani territory. 
The Dushmenan came to poison wells, 
rob the populace, destroy devoted Peo¬ 
ple’s Democratic Party activists and the 
People’s revolution. Fearing a strike 
from the rear, the Dushmenan decided 
to take care of the outpost beforehand. 

But nothing came of it. Too great was 
the hatred of the warriors of the DRA 
(Democratic Revolutionary Army) for 
the enemies of the April revolution. 
Their hatred was born of love for their 
country, their people and of a dream of 
a bright future for their motherland. It 
means that they’re invincible. 

I found this out during a friendly 
meeting with Afghan warriors.]^ 
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R AIN splattered Ivan’s face as he 
lay sprawled — his useless, 
mangled AK-47 still clutched in his 
lifeless hand. The shooter holstered 
his empty .45 auto and bending over 
the Russian withdrew the man’s 
Tokarev pistol from his flap holster. 
Taking cover behind a wall, he cham¬ 
bered a round, then aimed the weap¬ 
on through a window and squeezed 
off a shot. The six-inch steel plate 
toppled as the impacting bullet 
stopped an electronic timer, ending 
another run on one of the most 
demanding assault pistol matches 
ever designed. 

The 1982 Soldier Of Fortune 
Three-Gun International Combat 
Shooting Match offered 120 
selected competitors not only a 
combat pistol match with a creative 
twist, but new and challenging rifle 
and shotgun courses as well. Unlike 
some forms of shooting contests, 
the SOF Match is changed every 
year and conducted as a “surprise,” 
the participants learning the course 
of fire only 24 hours prior to its start. 

The Charlotte Rifle and Pistol 
Club, Charlotte, N.C., hosted this 
year’s all-around combat test, and 
two-time United States IPSC pistol 
champ, John Shaw of Memphis, 
Tenn., scrambled to the top after 
three days of grueling shooting. 

Philosophically, the SOF contest 
recognizes the rifle as the primary 
arm of the ground combat troop, but 
also tests skills in the use of secon¬ 
dary weapons. The rifle match is by 
itself worth 50 percent of the total 
score, the shotgun 25 percent and 
the pistol 25 percent. 

Rifle shooting this year began at 
300 yards. Bipods and slings were 
allowed, but each competitor had to 
begin each string with the bipod 
folded, or stored in a secure manner, 
and slings had to be free. The tar¬ 
gets were IPSC “Milpark” buff sil¬ 
houettes and were scored 10-9-8 for 
major caliber weapons (.308, .30-06, 
etc.) and 10-8-7 for minor calibers 
(.223, 7.62x39mm, etc.). The buff 
humanoid opponents proved a bit 
elusive against the similar-colored 
North Carolina berm, and after the 
12 timed rounds shooters were 
grateful to move up to Stage Two at 
200 yards. 

Stage Two began with partici¬ 
pants engaging a bank of three “Mil- 
parks” with two rounds each, free¬ 
style in 25 seconds. The next string 
was the same, except the shooter 
could use any position but prone. 

Charlotte Rifle and Pistol Club’s 
range has a series of short rock- 
filled wood-walls. These baffles pre¬ 
vent rounds from ricocheting off the 
ground and over the 40-foot-high 
berm; Stage Three took advantage of 
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KEEPING IT PRACTICAL 

by Ken Hackathorn 

Practical shooting occasional¬ 
ly is criticized for not using 
“street” or “issue” type weap¬ 
ons. The game has, after all, 
spawned a school of expensive 
competition pistols designed 
solely to win matches. IPSC 
course designers are aware of 
these problems and have at¬ 
tempted to get practical guns 
back into the race by means of 
realistic course design 

Any professional knows that in 
the real world he rarely has a cus¬ 
tom “gat” available: The gun is 
either handed to him, or issued — 
a stock weapon with no frills or 
gadgets. When SOF Small Arms 
Editor Jake Jatras and I sat down 
to design the 1982 SOF Three- 
Gun International Match, the 
complaint that shooters were us¬ 
ing $1,000-plus guns to defeat 
challengers with stock weapons 
was taken into consideration. The 
solution was to design a pistol 
match that would test the best 
shooter, not the fanciest gun. 

The result was a short tactical 
assault course that allowed the 
contestant to have only 20 rounds 
of ammo in his possession: a rea¬ 
sonable sum considering the 
spirit of the contest. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, to get through the course one 
needed at least 21 rounds. No 
panic: At the last barricade lay a 
mannequin dressed as a Russian 
soldier, sprawled with his use¬ 
less AK-47 at his side and wear¬ 
ing an issue TT-33 Tokarev pistol 
complete with 7.62x25mm Type P 
ammo — in a genuine Soviet- 
I issue flap holster. 

The Tokarev magazine was 
loaded with eight rounds, cham¬ 
ber empty. All one had to do was 
draw the pistol, chamber a round 
and take out a six-inch-square 
steel stop plate to end the run. 
Why a Tokarev? The TT-33 Toka¬ 
rev pistol is one of the best-de¬ 
signed service pistols ever manu¬ 
factured. While it is no longer 
standard issue with Soviet 
forces, the Tokarev is common 
worldwide wherever communist 
agents are (or have been) at work. 
The odds of running across a 
TT-33 are quite high in every cor¬ 
ner of the globe. 

The SOF match weapons were 
a pair of well-used TT-33s (both 
over 30 years old). The first was a 
1941 Tula Arsenal Russian-made 
pistol and the second a rough 
Ghinese model with a lot of miles 
on it. Both were checked for reli- 



Photo: Jake Jatras 


ability and accuracy, and would 
shoot point of aim at 10 meters. 

Ammunition was a slight prob¬ 
lem as some 7.63mm Mauser 
rounds loaded by Midway Arms 
had chambering problems. I then 
checked each round for chamber 
fit, and used only the good ones. 
We also acquired some 1949 Rus¬ 
sian-made ammo and the vener¬ 
able “Toks” were off and running. 
And run they certainly did, di¬ 
gesting over 1,200 rounds with 
only a few ammo-related glitches. 

The use of the Tokarevs proved 
popular, even among the few who 
complained early on of having to 
shoot with a strange gun. To 
those who voiced their concerns, 
I replied, “Unfair.. .you bet, ba¬ 
by, but that's the way it is in the 
real world.” Better learn to use 
what you can get if you want to 
survive. 

I took great pleasure in watch¬ 
ing some of the top guns blast 
divots in the North Carolina turf. 
While the stop plate was only six 
meters away, the long five- to six- 
pound trigger pull had some of 
the guys terrorized. Once accus¬ 
tomed to the crisp three-pound 
pull of their pet 1911 Colts, some 
shooters attempted to help the 
bullet get out of the barrel. 

The simple trick was to watch 
the front sight and control the 
trigger, and those who did that 
usually hit the stop plate on the 
first shot. The discipline to op¬ 
erate under stress was the key to 
winning. The same rules apply in 
life. 

The illusion that ft takes an ex¬ 
pensive gun just to be competi¬ 
tive was dispelled, and whether 
the shooter was using a custom 
piece, or a stock Mk. IV .45, the 
test was of the best man. That is 
what we have been looking for 
from the beginning.5? 


56 SOI.HI1HI oi ? i oiu i w: 


these permanent barricades. 

Shooters placed their rifles, emp¬ 
ty, magazine removed, bolt closed 
and hammer down, against the wall, 
and one magazine 12 inches from 
the weapon. Then each man took the 
ready position five yards from the 
gun, now in the “stored” position. 
On the start signal one had to ad¬ 
vance to the rifle, load and engage 
each target with two rounds, time 
limit 18 seconds. 

The “El Presidente” exercise is 
well known to IPSC combat pistol 
shooters and was modified for rifle 
for Stage Four. From 75 yards aspir¬ 
ants began at port arms. On the horn 
sound from the electronic timer, one 
had 18 seconds to shoot two rounds 
at each silhouette, reload (man¬ 
datory) and re-engage the targets. 

Taping two magazines together 
was allowed, and seemed to aid 
some contestants in making the 
speed reload, although others had 
no difficulty in withdrawing spare 
magazines from standard carriers. 
Seating the fresh mag created prob¬ 
lems for some, particularly those 
with MIAs, and more than one rifle¬ 
man learned the hard way that a live 
match was not the time to see if a 
magazine worked. (SOF Armorer 
John Miller of Marietta, Ohio, had a 
full schedule of checking magazines 
after D-minus-one.) 

Firing at a target that is 36 inches 
high and 18 inches wide with a 
10-inch “A” zone center from 35 
yards doesn’t seem too tough for a 
championship event, but doing so 
from “Satterwhite Ready” in two 
seconds perked up the action. (“Sat¬ 
terwhite Ready” position is when 
the gun is loaded, safety on, finger 
out of trigger guard, butt touching 
the belt and the barrel facing 
downrange.) 

After the snap-shooting Stage 
Five at 35 yards, competitors could 
advance to within three yards of the 
targets to begin searching for holes. 
Lynn Schoening proved a .223 could 
be competitive and in fact led the 
field for a day and a half with a score 
of 406. However, Schoening’s score 
began to slip as the heavy guns 
began to turn in their scores. 

Bill Rogers, from Jacksonville, 
Fla., turned in an impressive 458 out 
of a possible 480 to take the impor¬ 
tant rifle match, followed by even¬ 
tual winner John Shaw with 445 and 
1982 IPSC U.S. Champ J. Michael 
Plaxco at 412. SOF defending title- 
holder Craig Gifford had some gun 
woes, but still managed a 397. 

Although the Rifle Match counted 
for 50 percent of each contestant’s 
overall performance, one still had to 
do well on the shotgun and pistol 
stages to stay in the money. Shot¬ 
guns are capable of using many 
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ABOVE: Rifle match sponsor Dave Reese (fight) of 
Springfield Armory presents rifle match winner Bill 
Rogers with M1A1. Photo: Bill Dempsey 





CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: Top prize donor Garth 
Choate of Choate Machine & Tool Co. (left) presents 
overall winner John Shaw with $5,000 cash and 
Choate-customized Remington 1100 and Ruger Mini 
14. Photo: Bill Dempsey. Heckler & Koch’s John 
Bressem (left) presents second-place overall winner 
Bill Rogers with silver trophy. SOF Convention 
Director BUI Brooks (left) presents fourth place 
winner Craig Gifford with trophy provided by 
sponsor Blanch! Gunleather. Bill Rogers (left) of 
Rogers Holster Co. presents pistol-match winner 
John Shaw with trophy. Photos: Tim Oest 



LEFT: Time Marches On, SOF Match Competitor, 
reloading on the run, sprints from drivers seat 
towards next shooting station. Photo: Bill Dempsey. 
BELOW RIGHT: Third place winner J. Michael Plaxco 
receives trophy from sponsor Beretta U.S.A. Corp, 
Photo: Tim Oest 


PRIZE DONORS 

Shooters went home with lots 
of goodies, and we’d like to thank 
our prize donors. Without them, 
the match would not have been 
possible. SOF is proud to be a 
part of American firearms com¬ 
petition, and proud to be asso¬ 
ciated with the contributors and 
sponsors listed befow. 


1. Soldier of Fortune 

Magazine _._ $13,800 

2. Garth Choate, Choate 

Machine & Tool . 3,200 

3. Bianchi Gun Leather.., 2,400 

4 Heckler & Koch . 2,000 

5. Springfield Armory .... 1,500 

6. Beretta U.S.A...... 1,500 

7. O.F. Mossberg & 

Sons, Inc._1,200 

8. Rogers Holster Co.. 1,000 

9. Leatherwood 

Enterprises.* 800 

10. Eagle Enterprises ...... 800 

11. Second Chance Body 

Armor, Inc. . *......, 750 

12. Star-Lite Training 

Center . .600 

13. Detonics .45 

Associates ... .>> ... 500 

14. Ruger .*-500 

15. Al Mar Knives r 450 

16. Weils Creek Knife & 

Gun n . #.,■. 350 

17. Chapman Academy ..... 300 

18. IPSC (Athens, Ga.) 200 

19. Viet American „. 200 

20. Charter Arms___ . . . 200 

21. Brigade 

Quartermaster * ■ . 200 

22. Aimpoint, ............ v- 200 

23. Quartermaster Sales . U 175 

24. Defense Technology 

Assoc..,. 175 

25. Gemini Industries ..... 170 

26. Bar*Sto Precision. 150 

27. American Historical 

Foundation.. T , 150 

28. Gerber..... w . 135 

29. Sergeant Violin .„**$*,. 100 

30. Atlantic Research & 

Marketing.... 100 

31. Lansky Sharpeners 86 

32. Collectors Armory . ... 80 

33. U.S. Cavalry Store ..... 70 

34. PMC*_5Q 

35. Carolina House Pub. .;*$ 50 

36. Wichita Arms.,r. 50 

37. TBPEnterprises. 40 

38. Spyderco, Inc. ... .. 35 

39. Buck Knives... 30 

40. Long Survival Co. 30 

41. Stackpole Books ,.,.. „ 19 

42. Society of Special 

Elite Forces_ _ ___ 15 

43. Janus Press 12 

TOTAL: .... $34,372 
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types of projectiles, from cannon 
slug to dove-downing fine shot, but 
this year shooters were limited to 12 
gauge (any action type) and buck¬ 
shot only. The targets were full-size 
steel silhouettes set on stands, that 
would go down only with solid hits. 
The course was an “assault” and 
time only was score. 

Each shotgunner began crouched 
behind a sandbag semicircle, only 
five rounds in the gun, butt touching 
the belt and facing four of the fer¬ 
rous belligerents. On the start whis¬ 
tle from Chief Range Officer Bill 
Steigerwaidt, shooters quickly dis¬ 
lodged the targets from their 
perches and proceeded to a wall bar¬ 
ricade, complete with a window and 
barbed wire. 


SOF THREE-GUN 
INTERNATIONAL 
COMBAT MATCH 

The Third Annual Convention 
saw 120 top shooters from the 
United States and foreign coun¬ 
tries compete for over $34,000 in 
prizes 12 through 14 October 
1982 at the Charlotte Rifle and 
Pistol Club Range. Listed here 
are the top three in each competi¬ 
tion — rifle, pistol and shotgun 
~ as well as the top 50 overall 
shooters. 

RIFLE 

1st Place; Bill Rogers 
2nd Place: John Shaw 
3rd Place: Mike Plaxco 

PISTOL 


1st Place: John Shaw 
2nd Place: Mark Lonsdale 
3rd place: Mike Plaxco 

SHOTGUN 

1st Place: John Shaw 
2nd Place: Bill Rogers 
3rd Place; Craig Gifford 

TOP 50 OVERALL SHOOTERS 

1. J. Shaw 26. E. Self 


2. B. Rogers 

3. M. Plaxco 

4. C. Gifford 

5. M. Lonsdale 

6. L. Schoening 

7. P. Miller 

8. B. Reed 

9. D, Marx 

10. D. Watson 

11. R. McGee 

12. R. Beckett 

13. M. Todd 

14. S. McCreary 

15. D. Ingmire 

16. J. Clark 

17. J. Cirillo 

18. C. Christian 

19. H. Claflin 

20. P. Walker 

21. R. Eglof 

22. C. Gen nett 

23. T. Zufle 

24. L, Koch 

25. D. Rosen 


27. T. Morgan 

28. L. Fortune 

29. T. Yost 

30. D. Arnold 

31. J. Jacobson 

32. B, Dohrman 

33. R. Nelson 

34. R. Van Sickle 

35. D. Crossman 

36. R. Morey 

37. L. Hastings 

38. C. Rosel 

39. J. Pepper 

40. D, Robinson 

41. J. Narus 

42. G. Whipple 

43. L. Gosnell 

44. D. Churilla 

45. B. Wuytack 

46. M. Jones 

47. R. Burgess 

48. C. Bacon 

49. D. Gentry 

50. R. Bowman 




LEFT: Lou Gosnell picks up Russian 
Tokarev pistol from “Ivan.” Most 
shooters were unfamiliar with the 
TT-33, but this stage of pistol course 
added a touch of reality to practical 
match. Photo: Bill Dempsey. BELOW: 
Shooting match prize medals were 
contributed by Don Wortman of Eagle 
Enterprises, shown here at SOF gun 
show. Photo: Marty Casey 
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ABOVE: Chief Range Officer Bill Steigerwaldt officiates 
during shotgun match as third place overall winner 
J. Michael Plaxco heads out on course. BELOW: Lou Gosnell 
drops into mud on pistol course. 

Photos: Bill Dempsey 



Shooting through the window, 
one had to take out three more tar¬ 
gets, then advance to a shot-up vehi¬ 
cle and, using it as cover, take out 
three more steel silhouettes hiding 
behind a pickup truck at 30 yards. 
When the last target fell the time 
stopped. The exercise was repeated. 
John Satterwhite, world-class cham¬ 
pion shotgunner, called the match 
more of a reloading contest than a 
shooting match, and maybe it was. 
The ability to recharge one’s weap¬ 
on on the run for cover is valuable, 
and when it comes to aggressive 
run-and-gun, John Shaw is the best. 
His time for two runs was 39.35 
seconds. 

Bill Rogers was right behind at 
42.24 seconds and Californian Craig 
Gifford turned in 47.61 seconds. The 
top six finished under 51 seconds. 

More than one competitor was 
grateful that one could have a drink 
at the shooters 1 meeting, and groans 
were audible when Ken Hackathorn 
took the podium to explain the 1982 
SOF Pistol Match. 

“When will I have the opportunity 
to familiarize myself with a Russian 
Tokarev pistol?” a seasoned pistol 
shooter asked co-match designer 
Hackathorn. 

“If you’re real fast, maybe 60 sec¬ 
onds after you start the course!” 
Hackathorn replied. And so it was 
for many of the shooters accus¬ 
tomed to doing their blasting with 
finely tuned .45 autos. (See “Keep¬ 
ing It Practical,” p. 56.) 

Problem: Run a 21-round pistol as¬ 
sault course, while limited to just 20 
rounds. Solution: Take the TT-33 
from the dummy. 

Shooting an unfamiliar weapon in 
a match as important as the annual 
SOF International is tough enough, 
but making one use a real Russian 
pistol is a touch that had a lot of 
guys shaking their heads. 

Shooters in this year’s pistol com¬ 
petition began in a vehicle, and had 
to first engage a couple of bad guys 
from the truck before heading for 
the “Cooper Tunnel.” The tunnel 
had knock-off bars, and dislodging 
one added 10 seconds to one’s time. 
(The match was scored Comstock: 
point score divided by time.) From 
the tunnel shooters had to shoot 
through a culvert at two more card¬ 
board targets, then run to a shooting 
box and knock off three 10-inch 
steel plates, then another sprint to a 
set of three silhouettes and finally 
to a wall barricade with a window. 

If the shooter was doing well to 
this point, his handgun had one 
round left to take out another steel 
plate, before being holstered. He 
then had to take the Tok from the 

Continued on page 82 
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ABOVE: SOPs 
Peter Kokalis 
unloads 
30-round 
magazine from 
M16A1 utilizing 
Arm-Tec’s Fire 
Control Gun 
Stock. Hinged 
butt-stock 
design exhibits 
noticeable lack 
of muzzle 
climb as 
Kokalis fires in 
full-auto mode. 
Photo: John 
Kimball. 



RIGHT: M16A1 battle rifle fitted 
with Arm-Tec’s Fire Control Gun 
Stock. Hinged projections 
provide positive platform for 
shooter’s cheek, stabilizing sight 
picture. CENTER AND BELOW: 
Arm-Tec’s Fire Control Gun Stock 
with special adaptor for 
installation on Heckler 
& Koch 91. 





TOP: John Kimball’s invention: 
Fire Control Gun Stock 
showing split and hinge, with 
V-shaped gap in lower portion. 
Stock is made of magnesium 
die cast under high pressure, 
and is actually lighter than 
Colt stock. ABOVE: Fire 
Control Gun Stock employs 
rubber sleeve for additional 
cushioning and to keep out 
debris. Sleeve shown here is 
turned inside out showing 
built-in lug. 
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RIFLE RECOIL CONTROL 

Stock Answer To An Old Problem 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


J OHN Kimball’s new 
fire-control device 
could turn every infantry 
soldier into a deadly 
machine-gunner. 

Although most recent 
attempts to control recoil 
and barrel rise have 
involved ported muzzle 
devices in one 
configuration or another, 
Kimball, apparently 
regarding these efforts as 
a bad case of putting the 
caisson before the horse, 
started a company called 
Arm-Tec and, in 1965, 
began development of a 
recoil control system 
located at the rifle's butt 
stock. Working first with 
the M14 rifle in caliber 
7.62mm NATO, Kimball 
shifted emphasis to the 
M16 after it superseded 
the M14 rifle, 

Kimball calls the 
device the Fire Control 
Gun Stock, and refers to 
it as “power-steering” on 
an assault rifle. His 
system contains only 
seven functioning parts 
and replaces the issue 
M16/AR15 butt stock. It is 
held in place by only one 
alien screw, so field 
conversion can be done 
in a matter of seconds. 
The entire Fire Control 
Gun Stock weighs only 
9 V2 ounces, actually one 
ounce less than the Colt 
stock. Kimball’s butt 
stock is made of 
magnesium, die-cast 
under high pressure. 

The Fire Control Gun 
Stock is split and hinged, 
with a V-shaped gap in 


the lower portion. A 
strong spring lies 
between the stock’s two 
segments. The gap is 
covered by a rubber 
sleeve with a built-in lug 
that is positioned within 
the V-gap itself to provide 
a second cushioning 
effect and to prevent 
debris from entering the 
mechanism. 

Upon firing, the 
weapon’s recoil forces 
the stock to compress 
this V-gap. The muzzle 
then drops one degree 
(1-1/8 inches), while the 
butt drops another one 
degree. The rifle is then 
returned to the point of 
aim by pushing outward 
against the pistol grip. 
While the results are far 
more dramatic with 
caliber 7.62mm NATO 
battle rifles, the Fire 
Control Gun Stock 
permits double the 
number of aimed shots, 
in a given time frame, 
with the semiautomatic 
Colt AR15. 

The Fire Control Gun 
Stock has been 
demonstrated to the U.S. 
Army at Ft. Banning and 
Ft. Bragg and to the 
Marine Corps at 
Quantico. It is presently 
undergoing field trials in 
NATO countries such as 
Great Britain and West 
Germany, When fired on 
full-auto, the M16A1, 
modified with this unit, 
has achieved a zone of 
fire approximately two by 
three feet at 500 yards 
using the standing 
offhand position. This is 
quite extraordinary. 

During a recent U.S. Air 
Force demonstration, an 
M16A1 fitted with the 
Fire Control Gun Stock 
and fired offhand dumped 
an entire 20-round 


magazine in one burst 
into a six-inch circie.50 
yards away! 

The Arm-Tec unit has 
also been installed on the 
FN MAG GPMG by the 
British with equally 
dramatic results. Under 
normal operating 
conditions, the FN MAG’s 
bipod will shift to the left 
during the sustained-fire 
role. The Fire Control 
Gun Stock puts 
downward pressure on 
the MAG’s bipod, locking 
the weapon to the 
ground. Lateral 
dispersion is significantly 
reduced. 

Heckler & Koch has 
expressed interest in the 
device and the Swiss 
have mounted it on their 
new series of assault 
rifles made by the 
Federal Arms Factory in 
Berne and by SIG. In the 
Swiss Army trials all 
shots went into or below 
the point of impact of the 
first round during the full- 
auto sequences. The 
Swiss are more than 
interested. 

Success with the Fire 
Control Gun Stock is 
entirely dependent upon 
the shooter’s employment 
of the proper technique. 
The unit must not be 
precompressed by pulling 
the rifle into the shoulder 
in the usual manner. In 
fact, the weapon must be 
relieved from the 
shoulder in anticipation 
of the next impact. This 
is accomplished by 
pushing away on the 
pistol grip with about 15 
to 20 pounds of pressure 
in full-auto sequences. I 


discovered immediately 
after the first magazine 
that you do not fight the 
mechanism if you want it 
to work properly. It must 
be allowed to “breathe,” 
so to speak. I fired only 
several hundred rounds 
with the Fire Control Gun 
Stock, yet found that 
from a standing position, 
unsupported, I could 
consistently fire an entire 
30-round magazine in one 
burst and have all shots 
impact within a three-foot 
square at a range of 200 
yards. 

The position of the 
unit’s hinged projections 
on each side of the stock 
are a consequence of the 
M16’s charging handle 
which clears the device 
by a mere 1/16 of an inch. 
The projections, covered 
in use by the rubber 
sleeve, actually aid in 
stabilizing the sight 
picture. Right- or left- 
handed shooters can rest 
their cheek against this 
platform and prevent a 
changing sight picture. 

The Fire Control Gun 
Stock is priced at $97.50. 
An adaptor for the H&K 
91/93 series of rifles will 
be available for about 
$25. Further information 
can be obtained from 
Arm-Tec, Dept. SOF, 

23485 Industrial Park Dr., 
Farmington, Mi 48024.^ 
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Guatemalan Army NCG instruct* membors of Nebaj’s civil guard before 

guards, despite limited training, assist regular troops 
through knowledge of luesk areas and population. 
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Ambers of civil guard in JSebaj. ^wij’s para-rtriHta^ company 
is one of many being formed throughout Guatemala’s highlands 
to provide local security jtgalnsf guerrillas 
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T HE continuing war in Guatemala re¬ 
mains the most under-reported 
struggle in Central America. Given the 
fact that Guatemala is closer to Los 
Angeles than Los Angeles is to Washing¬ 
ton, this lapse by most of the news 
media is something of a mystery. 

SOF readers at least have a right to ex¬ 
pect better. (See also “Guatemala’s Un¬ 
finished War” and “Welcome to 
Guatemala,” SOF, March ’83.) 

The strategic stakes in Guatemala are 
considerable. This nation of 7.2 million 
is the largest in Central America. Its 
economy was the region’s richest even 
before substantial oil deposits were 
discovered along Guatemala’s border 
with Mexico. And that proximity to 
Mexico lends a special urgency to 
Guatemala’s guerrilla war, a Marxist-led 
insurgency that has {Vated up intermit¬ 
tently since the 1960s. 

If the Cubans and their Soviet patrons 
have a geo-political blueprint for sub¬ 
verting the Americans (and who can 
doubt that they do?), they must envision 
a Marxist tide rolling north from Nicara¬ 
gua through El Salvador and Honduras 
to Guatemala, the unquestioned key to 
southern Mexico. 

And Mexico, of course, is the ultimate 
prize in that strategic triangle encom¬ 
passing everything between the U.S. 
border, the Panama Canal and Cuba. 
Consider the significance of a Castroite 
regime commanding vast oil reserves and 
a population of 70 million perched right 
on the Rio Grande. Whether this 
nightmare for the United States ever 
materializes will depend in no small part 
on what happens in Guatemala. The 
domino theory was never more valid 
than it is today in Central America. 

Fortunately, Guatemala is proving a 
tough nut to crack. The Guatemalans 
are holding their own and more despite a 
U.S. arms embargo imposed by Con¬ 
gress and the Carter administration dur¬ 
ing the late 1970s. The overthrow, by 
military coup, of the heavyhanded 
Lucas Garcia regime in March of last 
year prompted the Reagan adminstra- 
tion to propose limited military aid for 
Guatemala. But, as of early January, 
Congress had not yet agreed and nothing 
significant was in the pipeline for the 
Guatemalan armed forces. 

The Fighting in Guatemala pits an 
estimated 3,000 armed, full-time guer¬ 
rillas against government forces totaling 
about 20,000 regular troops. Last sum¬ 
mer, the reformist government of Presi¬ 
dent Jose Efrain Rios Montt began arm¬ 
ing civilians and forming them into civil 
guard detachments to supplement the ar¬ 
my irt the conflict areas, primarily in the 
western highlands of El Quiche and 
Huehuetenango Departments. 

Some 40,000 civilians had been en¬ 
listed in civil guard units by year’s end 
and about half that number had received 
arms, including Ml rifles and shotguns. 
But training for these units is haphazard 


and some civil guards carry nothing 
more lethal than night sticks and wood¬ 
en rifles. 

The Guatemalan Army is generally re¬ 
garded as the toughest in Central Amer¬ 
ica. The troops are disciplined and rea¬ 
sonably well-equipped. Leadership is 
usually good, especially at the small-unit 
level, which is where the war is now be¬ 
ing fought. 

The army’s major maneuver units in¬ 
clude 15 infantry battalions, a light ar¬ 
mored battalion, one parachute/special 
forces batttalion, an engineer battalion, 
and 12 batteries of light and medium ar¬ 
tillery. A Presidential Guard Brigade 
provides security in Guatemala City. 

The air force has 16 combat aircraft or¬ 
ganized as a counterinsurgency squadron 
of 10 A-37Bs and six PC-7 Turbo-Train¬ 
ers. The transport squadron includes 10 
aging C-47s and nine Israeli-made 
Aravas. The latter, which can carry 18 
fully equipped paratroopers or infan¬ 
trymen, are particularly well suited for 
operations from the unimproved airstrips 
commonly found in rural Guatemala. 


The Guatemalan Army 
— Probably The 
Toughest In 
Central America 


The most serious equipment deficien¬ 
cy for Guatemala’s armed forces is in 
helicopters and the spare parts needed to 
keep those in the inventory operational. 
The air force inventory lists four UH-1H 
Hueys, three Bell 212s, six Bell 412s, 
eight 206Bs, six 206L-ls, three Lamas 
and four French-built Alouette Ills. 

It doesn’t take a tactical genius to 
recognize that the mobility made possi¬ 
ble by helicopters is vital for a 
20,000-man army attempting to defeat 
an insurgency in a country that encom¬ 
passes 42,000 square miles, much of it 
remote jungles or rugged mountains 
with little or no access by road. 

The guerrillas, members of four de¬ 
cidedly Marxist groups, generally oper¬ 
ate in small units and rarely mass in 
more than company strength. Their 
weaponry includes an assortment of 
modern assault rifles, machine guns, an 
occasional mortar, hand grenades and a 
few RPGs. The insurgents also manu¬ 
facture their own mines, including many 
crude but effective claymores. Booby 
traps featuring dung-smeared punji 
sticks are routine hazards for govern¬ 
ment troops operating in guerrilla areas. 

There is outside support for the in¬ 
surgency, Some guerrilla weapons — 
RPG-7s and Ml6s captured by the 
North Vietnamese in 1975 — obviously 
come from the Soviet bloc. FALs and 


G-3s are readily available on the interna¬ 
tional black market. The working as¬ 
sumption in Guatemala is that many if 
not most guerrilla arms are paid for by 
Cuba and smuggled into the country via 
Mexico and Belize. Guatemalan security 
forces believe they have stopped most of 
the direct arms flow from Nicaragua 
through Honduras and El Salvador, 

Cuba and Nicaragua also provide 
training and political indoctrination for 
selected guerrillas and their common - 
dantes. Guatemalan officers also believe 
that both Cuba and Nicaragua are pro¬ 
viding advisers and even some small-unit 
leaders for the guerrillas, although proof 
is hard to find. POWs are not a staple of 
this war. 

The Guatemalan Army’s strategy em¬ 
phasizes aggressive small-unit operations 
and, starting a year ago, an extensive 
rural pacification program. The govern¬ 
ment calls it “bullets and beans.” (See 
my interview with Guatemala’s president 
on p. 84, SOF, March *83.) The pacifica¬ 
tion program amounts to providing pro¬ 
tection and assistance to the campesinos 
(peasants) and then mobilizing them 
against the guerrillas. By last summer, 
the new approach was paying off in the 
form of vastly reduced guerrilla activity 
and an impressive expansion of govern¬ 
ment control in the countryside. 

Army casualties during 1982 were less 
than half those of 1981, the worst year 
of the war for the government. The 
number of KIAs and WIAs during 1981 
totaled more than 600. During 1982, the 
figure dropped to fewer than 250. 

Significantly, the Guatemalan Army 
avoids the set-piece search-and-destroy 
operations employed by U.S. forces in 
Vietnam and copied by government 
troops in El Salvador. Instead, the 
Guatemalans favor long-range patrols 
combined with small-unit hunter tactics 
based on careful intelligence. But the 
basic strategy is still to deny the guer¬ 
rillas a base among the rural population. 

The success of these efforts is mea¬ 
sured in the declining numbers of gov¬ 
ernment casualties and an increasing 
guerrilla reliance on the use of terror 
against the civilian population. The 
guerrillas are not defeated yet, but all of 
the standard indicators suggest strongly 
that Guatemala is winning its war, ^ 

At press time, the U.S. State Department 
announced the approval of a $6 million sale 
of spare military parts to Guatemala , ending 
a five-year embargo. 

In its announcement. State Department 
spokesman John Hughes noted that Guate¬ 
mala had taken significant steps toward im¬ 
proving its human-rights record under Presi¬ 
dent Rios Montt, with decreased violence in 
cities and countryside -. 

Most of the parts were for Guatemala’s 
fleet of UH-1H helicopters, regarded as vital 
to the government’s anti-guerrilla campaign. 
Also included were A-37 aircraft parts, 
radios, batteries and battery chargers. 

—The Eds. 
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NOW ITCANBETOLD! 


NI1VJ7S 



(WARNING: The following information is not to be released to 
minors. The buyer is cautioned against any irresponsible use!) 

Ask yourself: 

ARE YOU RUGGED ENOUGH MENTALLY? 
DO YOU LIVE IN OR NEAR A 
DEPRESSED AREA? 

DO YOU WORK IN OR NEAR A 
LIFE-THREATENING SITUATION? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN MUGGED? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN RAPED OR 
NEAR RAPED? 


If you are loo squeamish to read 
this ad, STOP here! If you are look¬ 
ing for a proven INSTANT SELF-DE¬ 
FENSE system, READ ON! Whot you 
are about to read is ACTUAL .. . 
REAL. PROVEN and GUARAN¬ 
TEED ABILITY TO “DESTROY" your 
aggressor BEFORE HE “DESTROYS" 
YOU! 

Who knows the human anatomy 
better than your doctor? 

Ask any doctor to ascertain that 
which we are about to tell you and 
he will agree the “NINJA SYS¬ 
TEM OF DEFENSE" is the answer. 

WHY? The human body is the 
greatest gift any person on this 
earth has been bequeathed by the 
Divine Power. However, it is what 
living eiperiences do to this gift 
which enables the overage human 
being to live a full life. 

In the Ninja System of Self-De¬ 
fense we guarantee . . . yes. . . . 



DO YOU FEAR FOR YOUR LIFE? 

THE SMALL MONIES YOU WILL INVEST will bring 
you a life FREE of tension ONCE YOU HAVE 
LEARNED THE SYSTEM! 

WE HAVE SENT OUT OVER 40,000 Courses! We 
have had only three returns. ALL FROM PARENTS OF 
CHILDREN WHO SIGNED THE PLEDGE FALSELY! 

IF YOU DO NOT AGREE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED 
MORE THAN YOUR MONEY'S WORTH . . YOUR 
PURCHASE PRICE WILL BE CHEERFULLY REFUNQED Ml 

We warn you. The knowledge is “hair-raising". Out 
of thirty years of involvement in Judo, Ju-Jitsu 
and Chinese Karate . comes this system. 

COURSE INCLUDES PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED BOOK 

DIAMOND TIP SURGICAL STEEL NINJA "WEAPON" 

VITAL CHART OF ANATOMY WITH 

NINJA STRIKE POINTS 

UP 10 DATE CATALOG OF CLASSICAL 

MARTIAL ARTS BOOKS AT 20 TO 60% OFF RETAIL 

• Profusely illustrated manual includes 
charts of 100 Deadliest Karate Blows. 

• Police guides to Better Home and 
Personal Security. 

• Dim Mark is a deadly technique in the art 
of death by touch by the skillful appli¬ 
cation of force in a special way to vulner¬ 
able target areas of the body! 


We expect a lot of back lash from our readers . . . 
especially the squeamish ones. However, if this 
new knowledge will help to save one life! 

WE WILL BE PLEASED! 

PV\JS^ free MANUAL ON "DIM MAK” 
POISON HAND DEATH TOUCH TECHNIQUE III 


WIPE OUT A MUGGER-MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


BUTOKUKAI (212) 595-8586 
53 WEST 72 STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10023 
Retail Hours 9*5, Monday thru Saturday, All Welcome 
Rush NINJA INSTANT SELF DEFENSE COURSE and 
NINA EQUALIZER for only FIVE DOLLARS 
Add $1.00 postage and handling. 

Now includes DEATH TOUCH MANUAL and extra NINJA 
C I am over 18 years of age. I promise to accept 
the responsibility of this new knowledge. 

Foreign Countries Postage $1.50. 

N.Y. residents add 8% sales tax. M.O. □ Check n Cash [ 1 
Cannot be sold in Canada nor to Penal Institutions. 
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Name (Print), 

Address_ 

City_ 


202 OFF 


1 

$5.00 Gift With $25.00 Purchase I 

Ninja VoU (Stephen Hayes-Ohara) S 6.95 $ 5.60 I 

Ninja Vol. II (Stephen Hayes -Ohara) S 6.95 $ 5.60 

Ninja Assassin (Adams - Ohara) S 6.95 $ 5.60 

Keys to Understanding Tubular Locks 
(Desert) S 6.00 S 4.60 

Technique ot Sate & Vault Manipulation 
(Desert) S 6.00 S 4.80 

□ Paralyzer Pocket Unit S 5.95 S 4.BO 

D Paralyzer Key Ring Unit $ 5.95 S 4.80 

C Paralyzer Unit X (large size) S 8.95 S 7.20 

Camoffauge (Desert i $ 6.95 $ 5.60 

Crossbows (Desert) S 6.95 $ 5.60 

□ Survival Medicine (Desert) S 5.95 $ 4.80 

□ Silencers, Patterns & Principles Vol. I $14.95 $12.00 

D Silencers, Patterns & Principles Vol. It $12.95 $10.40 

□ Construction of Secret Hiding Places 

(Desert) . $ 4.95 $ 3.95 

□ Exotic Weapons (new edition) 

(Loompantcs) $ 9.95 $ 8.00 

Q AR-15 Modification Vol. I (Desert) .$ 5.95 $ 4.80 

Uzi Modification Vol. II (Desert) $ 5.95 $ 4.80 

□ Auto Mac (Semi) Vol. lit (Desert) $ 5.95 $ 4.80 

Training Handbook ot American 

Underground (Desert) $ 6.95 $ 5.60 

□ Combat Handgunning 

(Desert-ChuckTaylor) $12.95 $10.40 

□ Job Opportunities in Black Market 

(Loompamcs) .$ 7.95 $ 6.40 

IZ Basement Nukes (Loompanics) . . $ 6.95 $ 5.60 

How to Find Missing Persons 
(Loompanics) $ 3.95 $ 3.20 

How to Start Your Own Country 
(Loompanics) S 4 95 $ 4.00 

□ Psychedelic Chemistry (Loompanics) $14.95 $12.00 

Last Frontiers on Earth (Loompanics) $ 6.95 $ 5.60 

□ Survivors Vol. I (Kurt Saxon) $15.00 $12.00 

I Survivors Vol. 11 (Kurt Saxon) $15.00 $12.00 

□ Survivors Vol. Ill (Kurt Saxon) $15.00 $12.00 

j Survivors Vol. IV (Kurt Saxon) $15.00 $12.00 

Survivors Vol. V(new) (Kurt Saxon) $15.00 $12.00 

C Improvised Munitions Vol. I, 

Improvised Weapons for CIA 
Improvised Munitions Vol. II, 

Improvised Weapons for CIA 

□ Improvised Munitions Vol. Ill (Desert) 

□ USMC Sniping — US Marine Corps Bible 
The Coll .45 Pistol 

i' Techniques of Harassment (Carpenter) 

['. Ranger Training Tactics 

□ Deal the First Deadly Blow — 

Total Training Course in 
Hand to Hand Combat 

□ Telescoping Nightstick 
O Complete Guide to Lock Picking 

(Eddie Wire) 


State, 


Zip- 
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How to Open Handcuffs Without Keys 

$ 

4.95 

$ 

3.95 

Instructor's Special Forces 





Demolition Training 

$ 

9.95 

$ 

8.00 

Guerilla Warfare FM 31-21 

$ 

9.95 

$ 

8.00 

Invisible Weapons (Jenks & Brown) 

$ 

6.95 

$ 

5.60 

Police Guide to Lock Picking 

S 

5.95 

$ 

4.80 

How to Fit Keys by ImprBSSioning 

$ 

4.95 

$ 

3.95 

How to Open Locks 





Without Keys or Picks 

$ 

5.00 

$ 

4.00 

CIA Field Expedient Incendiary Manual 

$ 

9.95 

$ 

8.00 

CIA Improvised Sabotage Oevices 

$ 

9.95 

$ 

8.00 

Make Your Own Prolessional Locks 





& Tools (Eddie Wire) 

$ 

6.50 

$ 

5.20 

Shotgun in Combat 

$ 

6.95 

$ 

5.60 

Firearm Silencers 

$ 

7.95 

$ 

6.40 

Bugs & Electronic Surveillance 

s 

5.95 

$ 

4.80 

Poor Man James Bond (Kurt Saxon) 

$15.00 

$12.00 

Bloody Iron, Knile Fighting 





“Dirty Tricks" (Brown) 

$12.95 

$ 

7.20 


Address _ 


City 


State. 


S 9.95 S 7.95 

$ 9.95 $ 7.95 
$14.95 $12.00 
$ 7.95 $ 6.40 
$ 5.95 $ 4.80 
$ 5.95 $ 4.75 
$ 8.00 $ 6.40 


$12.95 $10.95 
$22.95 $15.95 


$ 7.95 $ 6.40 


(prices subject to change) 

BUTOKUKAI 

53 WEST 72 STREET, NEW YORK. NY 10023 
Retail Hours 9*5 All Welcome Tel: (21 2 ) 595-8586 

Postage: $1.00 first book, 35$ each additional book. 
Foreign Countries Add 50% to postage. Draft payable 
in US funds. NY residents add 8% sales tax. 

□ M0 □ Check □ Cash 

Name (print) _ 


Zip 
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Continued from page 25 



Now 

you can meet 
all the people 
see all the products 
in one place...at one time. 

The Western Regional Trade Exposition 
for manufacturers, suppliers and consumers, 

March 25,26,27 

The Pasadena Center 

300 E. Green St, 

Pasadena, CA 

Food preservation Survival homes 

Storage equipment Health and nutrition 

Books • Magazines • Newsletters Firearms and accessories 

Alternative energy & conservation Outdoor clothing, & supplies 

MAKE PLANS NOW TO ATTEND! 

Tickets $5.00 For tickets and further information. 

Children under 12 FREE call toll-free; 

Seminars $5.00 for Blue River Marketing, Inc. 

for entire schedule 1-800-821-3358 

ALL 3 DAYS in Missouri 816/361-0110 



firing as Short dived on them, they were 
reasonably protected. For five minutes 
the air battle continued with neither side 
gaining an advantage despite the amount 
of ammunition spent. After making a last 
futile dart. Short broke off the engage¬ 
ment, and set his course for Nanking. 

When he arrived only one bullet hole 
was found in the plane. He discovered 
his trip to Nanking had been unneces¬ 
sary. The squadrons stationed at Nan¬ 
king had moved to Soochow, where the 
planes could operate within 50 miles of 
Shanghai against the Japanese land 
forces overrunning the countryside. 
However, because they were hopelessly 
outclassed by the Japanese Air Force, 
the Chinese pilots avoided battle. 

Either that day or the next. Short 
backtracked to Soochow. There, at the 
Hangam Airdrome, he found antiquated 
planes carefully concealed under camou¬ 
flage nettings. Quickly the Boeing was 
wheeled out of sight. 

Soochow was a paralyzed city. The 
Japanese spy system, with swift efficien¬ 
cy, reported train movements and river 
shipping. Japanese carrier planes oper¬ 
ating off a land airstrip took only a few 
minutes to fly the short distance. 

For several days the train to Shanghai 
had been delayed. It was not a military 
train but full of civilians trying to escape 
the coming of Japanese forces. With 
each day’s delay, more civilians arrived, 
carrying their scanty possessions. 
Against their better judgment, the train 
officials decided to make a run for it. 

The date of departure was 22 Feb¬ 
ruary. In America the holiday spirit of 
George Washington’s birthday pre¬ 
vailed. But in faraway China people at 
Soochow wondered if the bombers 
would come. 

Japanese spies were indifferent to the 
fact that the train was overflowing with 
noncombatants or that its bombing 
would create a ruthless slaughter. Fif¬ 
teen minutes after the train’s departure, 
at precisely 1600 hours, three Japanese 
bombers appeared on the horizon. They 
were flying at 2,700 feet, slightly above a 
scattering of cloud covering. 

Survivors’ details are somewhat con¬ 
fused, but one can picture the scene at 
Hangam. The results of the probable 
bombing raid preyed upon Short’s con¬ 
science. His life of impetuous action for 
noble causes triggered his decision. He 
ordered the Boeing out of its hiding. 

“ Quai-ti! Quai-ti! (Faster! Faster!)” 
he urged the mechanics. 

He was in the cockpit, donning helmet 
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and goggles, when the crank was in¬ 
serted in the inertial starter. Over his 
shoulder he could see the bombers clos¬ 
ing in. 

“Contact!” 

He released the starter. The propeller 
revolved, hesitated — then caught. 
Without waiting for a warmup, Short 
released the brake. After a brief run at 
full power the Boeing lifted off the 
grassy field. A climbing turn brought 
Short in line with the bombers. 

Not until Short had gained nearly 
1,000 feet of altitude was his plane spot¬ 
ted by the Japanese. A Lt. Sakinaga, 
leading the trio, ’immediately began 
swinging in a curve to the left. The 
change in direction permitted three 
Japanese fighter planes, following some 
distance in the rear at an altitude of 
4,500 feet, to close the gap between 
them. The fighter planes were Japan’s 
finest. The Sunshiki Nigo Kansai was 
copied from the British Gloster Gambit. 
It was a single-seat biplane with a top 
speed of 144 miles per hour. The arma¬ 
ment was two 7.7mm machine guns. The 
planes were also attached to the airplane 
carrier Kaga . 

Everything that followed points to the 
fact that Short was totally unaware of 
the Japanese fighter planes. He ignored 
the fighters. Furthermore, he entered the 
battle handicapped by the lack of a pro¬ 
tective wingman. All the while he was 
climbing, the bombers were swinging in¬ 
ward toward the fighter planes. 

As Short reached shooting distance, 
he locked his sights on one adversary. 
He pressed the electric button on the 
stick. The two fixed, synchronized 
.30-caliber Brownings erupted a torrent 
of steel-jacketcd bullets. Bullets pierced 
the left leg of Lt. Hajime Sasaki, who 
did double duty as radio operator and 
rear gunner. The momentum of the full- 
bore climb carried the P-12 through the 
flight and on above. 

With the advantage of height, Short 
peeled off in a diving turn. Down he 
came, sweeping across the line of flight 
of a bomber flown by Lt. Sakinaga. His 
bullets raked the machine, killing rear 
gunner Lt. Sosumu Kotani, the first 
Japanese to die in aerial combat. 

Unknown to Short, the fighter planes 
had closed the gap and were diving on 
him. Leading the flight was 27-year-old 
Nokiji Ikuta, who began firing at 150 
meters. The first shots hit the P-12’s tail 
assembly. Parts of it flew back into the 
slipstream. Ikuta moved the stick slight¬ 
ly and the stream of bullets began stit¬ 
ching the Boeing’s length. 

Ikuta was still closing, and only fifty 
meters away when he saw the enemy pi¬ 
lot throw up his hands — a pilot Ikuta 
believed to be Chinese. He saw two 
white smoke trails from the stricken 
plane as it began to fall off. The smoke 
erupted into red fire as the machine 
began revolving to the left. Ikuta follow- 



CELESTRON GIANT 

11 x 80 BINOCULARS 


As favorably evaluated in SOF 

PRICE: $349.00 ppd. 

complete with case, lens covers, 
straps and tri-pod adaptor — 
(Other fine binoculars 
available — see our Catalog). 

Weight: 5 lb. 


SEND $2 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 
Cash, Money Order, Certified Check ONLY, 
or Master Charge or Visa number 
(and expiration date) to: 

RMS, Inc. 

3093 Walnut 

Boulder, Colorado 80301 
Phone (303) 442-6805 



Buy Direct at 
Factory Wholesale Prices 


Viet Nam Jungle Boot 

Rubber lug sole and heel vulcanized to canvas 
upper. Steel reinforced sole — Nylon webbing on 
sides and top. Steel shank — Leather inner sole. 
Available in D Width Only. 

Order No. 

26300 

26301 

26302 

26303 

26304 

26305 


$29.95 

$19.95 Our Price 

Add $2.00 for shipping and handling. 

Call Toll Free 1-800-633-4266 for C.O.D. orders. 
Master Charge and Visa accepted. Send number and 
expiration date. 

Complete Timberwolf catalog Free with order. Catalog 
includes hundreds of survival products. 

Please send checks or money orders to: 

Timberwolf 

Dept. SFB*3 • P.O. Box 757 
Clanton, Alabama 35045 





A Little Improvement 

(it's all there was room for) 



J 


The Challenge: improve upon the 
industry’s most unique and dramatic 
folding knife. 

Do we change the Butterfly*™* 
design; change the beautifully finished 
skeletonized handles (that when 
revolved in opposing directions, 
close around the blade in a sheath¬ 
like fashion)? 

No. The only answer was: Smaller 
and Lighter. That's it! Easier to 
carry. . .yet with all the quality and 
function of the original Ball-Song. 

See the entire BalKSong line at your 
dealer today, or send $2.00 for our 
descriptive brochure. Dealer inquiries 
invited. 


Bali-Song, Inc. SF2 

3039 Roswell Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90065 
Tel: (213) 258-7021 
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EDGED WEAPONS FOR THROWING, COMBAT & SURVIVAL 


6-SF 

TOMAHAWK, hand 
forged steel head. 
6' 1 /4"long head. 
2-5/8' long edge. 
19' long hardwood 
handle. $10.95 Add 
$2.00 shipping 
per each item. 



# 

7-SF KUNG FU 
THROWWG STARS 

4" diameter, 

8 points. $4.95 
3V4" diameter, 

8 points. $3.95 
Add $1.25 ship. 
1st item; 50* ea. 
add’l item. 


11-SF fTALlAN STILETTO, 9" overall, mirror polished steel blade, 
positive lock. $8.95 Add $1.50 shipping per each item. 



9-SF COMMANDO KMtt, 6" double edge blade. Grooved 
leather handle. Leather sheath. $11.95 
Add $2.00 shipping per each item. 



1-SF PRO THRO, 10' overall, stainless steel blade, rose¬ 
wood handles w/leather sheath. $5.95. 

Add $1.50 shipping per item. 


4-SF MALAYAN THROWWG KHK, 10' overall, wrapped 
handles w/instructtons. $2J5 Add $1.25 ship, 
per item 


5-SF 3 PC THROWWG SET. 
Each knife 7 Vi” over¬ 
all, double edge 
blade w/sheath. $5.95 
Add $1.50 shipping 
per set. 



8-SF BOOT KNIFE, 440 stainless steel blade, 
blade, solid metal handle. 9" overall. 
Leather sheath w/qulck release snap. 
$14.95 Add $2.00 ship, per ea. item. 

i 


r 

10-SF COMBAT KMFE, 7' parkerlzed sfeel blade. 
Grooved leather handle w/sheath. $10.95 
Add $2.00 shipping per each item. 


13-SF SURVIVAL KNIFE 11 J /4" overall. 6' double 
edged 440 stainless steel blade, serrated. 
Non-slip metal handle, Delux leather 
sheath w/leg strap. $23.95 Add $2.00 
shipping per Item. 


12-SF SPORTSMAN LOCKBACK KMFE Quality steel 
blade. Brass bolsters & linings. Wood 
handles. 

A. 3" closed $2.95 C. 5' closed $4.95 

B. 4” closed $3.95 D. 6' closed S5.95 

Add $1.50 ship. 1st item/754 each add’l. 


S- 


14-SF BELT KNIFE American Eagle buckle design, 
brown laminated leather belt. 3' long dbte 
edged steel blade. Belt sizes: S, M, L. 
$19.95. Add $2.00 ship, per ea. item. 


SEND ORDERS TO: 

APEX WHOLESALERS, INC. 

P.O. BOX 1190, BRICKTOWN, N.J. 08723 


★ FREE KNIFED Visa & MasterCard accepted. Give number & expiration date. Sign order same as signature appears on card. 
No. 4-SF when you order Personal checks are held (or clearance (approx. 2-3 weeks). N.J. residenls add 5% sales tax. 

2 or more items ! MUS t BE 18 TO ORDER SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR MONEY REFUNDED! 


ed its descent long enough to see the 
Boeing crash in the vicinity of the 
Woosung Forts. 

The dogfight as such marked Japan’s 
first aerial battle in which an enemy 
plane was shot down. 

Robert McCawley Short came to 
China as just another American. In the 
year he lived there, he endeared himself 
to the people, largely because he was not 
there to exploit or humble them. In 
gratitude for his unselfishness, and in 
particular for his chivalrous flight, the 
Chinese government honored his • 
memory with a posthumous colonel’s 
commission and a state funeral that was 
delayed until his mother and brother Ed¬ 
mond could be present. 

An impressive monument was erected 
over his grave. The Chinese went to the 
New Testament to find adequate words 
to express their feelings for the valiant 
American who gave his life for an alien 
cause. The inscription on the shaft, in 
Chinese characters, reads: “Greater love 
hath no man than this, that he lay down 
his life for his friends.” 


SUPPORT 

SOF 

ADVERTISERS 


THE STUFF OF WHICH 

LEGENDS 

ARE MADE... 

Airborne, Recon, SAS, Foreign 
Legion, Special Forces, Marines — 
name an elite unit and you’ll find that 
insignia are a mainstay of esprit de 
corps. The Lancer Militaria catalog 
has hundreds of elite unit badges and 
insignia from this county and around 
the world. We also have an outstand¬ 
ing selection of modern military 
books (fifty on Vietnam alone!) and 
hard to find gear for the military pro¬ 
fessional. Our big new catalog is 
yours for $1 or free with any purchase 
from this ad. 



BLACK CARABINER 

Highest quality, better than Gl! Oval carabiner of 
high strength alloy has stainless steel internal 
parts, is rated to 4100 pounds breakage. Black 
anodized finish and tight weight make it perfect 
for military applications. 95 


SPACE PEN 

The only ballpoint good enough for all American and 
Russian manned spaceflights. Writes three times as 
long as conventional pens, won't freeze, won't dry up 
for 100 years, even writes upside down or underwater! 

Refills readily available. $7.95 i 

UNUSUAL 5th S.F. GROUP BERET FLASHES 

Have two types: 1, 5th Group flash with Special Forces crest 
(De Oppresso Liber) and. 2. 5th Group flash with skull. Either 
type_ . . ........_ $4.95 each 



U.S.M.C. 1st REC0N 
BATTALION PATCH 

‘'Swift, silent, deadly" Large four color 
patch is almost 6" high. Sfi.QO 



U.S.M.C. RECON OVALS 

Two designs available: 1. U.S.M.C Recon or, 2. Force Re¬ 
con. Each measures 3”, is 00 with yellow design. 

$2.95 each 



FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION 
PARA BERET BADGE 

One of the world’s most famous mili¬ 
tary badges and certainly’ the most 
dramatic. Metal, 1%" in diameter. 
Guaranteed original French military 
issue - $6.95 


UNIFORMS OF 
THE ELITE FORCES 

The book you've heard about! 32 full 
color plates feature 96 outstanding 
illustrations of troops of the world’s 
elite forces — SAS, Recon, UDT 
SF, Airborne, Marines, you name it! 
Artwork by Mike Chappe!!, text by 
Leroy Thompson. 130 pages, 
hardbound $12.95 



LANCER MILITARIA 

P. O. Box 100 Dept. SOF 
Sims, Ark. 71969 
(501) 867-2232 

Your satisfaction with any item you buy is fully 
guaranteed. Please add $2 per order for post¬ 
age, handling and insurance. Visa and Mas¬ 
terCard accepted. 


PLEASE RUSH ME 



□ 1 ENCLOSE MV CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR $ 

OR PLEASE CHARGE 

TO MY □ VISA 

□ MASTERCHARGE 


ACCOUNT NUMBER 

EXPIRY DATE SIGNATURE (NECESSARY TO SEND MERCHANDISE) * 
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MERCENARIES 

DO IT FOR 
PROFIT 


MERC 



PHOENIX T-SHIRTS 

T-shirts are a cotton/polyester blend. 

Diver, USMC & 3B 

$8.95 

Remaining shirts are $7.95 

Available in black, navy 
or light blue 


AIRBORNE 

dp* 



ABN 


DEATH FROM ABOVE 

Available in white, navy or black 


front 


back 
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MARINES 

in mi ww your 

HEARTS AND MINDS. 
ORTUBURHYOUR 

DAMN NUTS DOWN 


MARINES 



.S X 'II IH.VS'i 
SEA ASIA 


USMC 

Available in white, navy or black 



RLI 



MAN# 


RHODESIAN 
ra ARMY 



PEACE 


Available 
in white, 
navy or 
black 


PALEH 


Available 

in 

white, 

"? vy through 

back SUMRtOR 
FmPOWfR 


PEACE 



Cammo Sweatshirt 

w/hood, zipper. 

$ 26.95 

Cammo T-Shirt 

$ 8.95 



TVR 



Apocalypse, 


APOC 



AFGHAN 

FREEDOM FKHTMS 



lrnGoir^Cut^ 

And Kill 

ScnxtWn*’ 


VUL 



OPEC 




V^srv/ 

s tll 1*1/y, 

cSSf 

W 

SOF 

/\ 

A 

f -- V 


Decal 50$ ea. 

SOLDIER OF 


FORTUNE 




Available in 

ffsk Q-.‘ 

white, 


navy or 


black 

Buckle $6.95 


TERR 



Mail to: PHOENIX ASSOCIATES, INC., Dept. 483, Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
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COLOR 
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& MASTER CARD ACCEPTED: Postage A Handhr 

# le.. Ta , ICO 

TOTAL AMOUNT 1 
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ADDRESS: 
CITY: _ 


. STATE;.. 


— ZIP:. 


We accept telephone orders on Master Card A VISA — call us it (303) *47 1283. Sorry, no coJ 
led calls accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1.25 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED - INCLUDE 
75t FOR EACH ADDITOINAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add 
30 a o PLEASE ALLOW 4 6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 
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The 


MA 


NEWEST 

in the 

CLIPIT 
Line 


Spyderco’s all stain¬ 
less MARINER comes 
with a unique two-step 
serrated blade or straight 
edge. Both honed from our 
new G-Stcel that produces 
uncommon penetration on 
difficult to cut material like 
rope t leather, cardboard. Easily 
clips to a belt, pocket, bathing 
suit, wet suit, to provide a 
quick one-hand access and 
unfolds to a locking 
position. The 
MARINER is a 
sailor's state of the 
art classic; you won’t 
be disappointed! 

Specify right or 
left handed, 

Clipit MAR1NE.K 


Ask for the MARINER 
at your local dealer. 

**5pij<jcrco 

P.O. Box 800 - A 
Golden, Colorado 80402 


C 

(Jlipil WOHKER $39.95 


DAY I 

SHOULD’VE DIED 


Continued from page 27 

knew they would kill me when they 
found out I was a police officer — if 
they didn’t already know. 

I decided that it would be stupid to 
just lie there and get killed without even 
defending myself, so I reached under my 
shirt and drew one of my revolvers from 
my right side. I was looking at the re¬ 
volver in the man’s hand; I could see his 
finger squeezing the trigger and the 
cylinder beginning to rotate. I fired two 
quick shots at him just as my knees hit 
the floor, and then 1 fell forward. 

I rolled to my right and saw that the 
man who had hit me was straddling me, 
about to come down with another blow 
with what l later learned was a 12-gauge 
shotgun barrel. As 1 lay on my back, I 
shot him four times at point-blank 
range. He started to fall on top of me, 
but I could see that he was still going to 
hit me with the gun barrel. I don’t know 
how or when it got there but my other 
revolver was in my left hand. I fired the 
next two shots with the second gun. I 
knew that this man wasn’t going to hurt 
me any more because I saw the last shot 
hit him just below the left eye. 

I tried to get to my feet but he had 
fallen on top of me and I was very dizzy 


and weak. I remember thinking: “Oh 
God, I’m going to die on a dirty linole¬ 
um floor in a cheap motel.” 

I managed to get out from beneath 
him, and as I turned, I could see the 
masked man picking his revolver up 
from the floor. I hollered, “Drop it!” 
He started to point it at me. I fired once 
more and hit him right in the center of 
the chest. He dropped his gun and fell to 
his knees. 



S" 
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MINUTEMEN * 1 2 3 4 

SURVIVAL 
FOOD 
TABS 

SAVE 

YOUR LIFE 


WHEN EMERGENCY CONDITIONS REQUIRE 
LIVING ON WHATEVER FOOD YOU CAN 
CARRY. 12 PER DAY OF THESE ULTRA HIGH 
CALORIE FOOD TABLETS PROVIDE ALL 
VITAMIN AND MINERAL REQUIREMENTS, 
PROTEIN FOR STRENGTH, DEXTROSE AND 
LACTOSE FOR FAST ENERGY AND ESSENTIAL 
FATTY ACIDS FOR LASTING ENDURANCE. 15 
DAY SUPPLY 1B0 TABS $15.00 PPD. 


PATRIOT, P.O. Box 31399 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 63131 


Retail Price 

$52.15 



IDEAL FOR 

1. ) HANDGUN TRAINING 

2. ) SURVIVAL 

3. ) POLICE USE 

4. ) ACCURACY TESTING 


ABSOLUTELY NO MODIFICATIONS OR ATTACHMENTS NECESSARY 



Shoot Your Handgun with Bench-Rest Accuracy 


Convert your handgun into a precision shooting 
firearm with the new lightweight Steady Arm. 
Disassembled the Steady Arm fits conveniently 
beneath the seat of your car or in a back pack 
and reassembles with handgun in place, ready 
to fire in 5 to 7 seconds. 

The Steady Arm is designed to obtain maximum 
triangulation between shoulder, elbow, and 
handgun resulting in stability of sighting second 
only to a bench rest and you'll group shots with 
your handgun just like a rifle. 


Fits most large frame, double action revolvers or 
automatics. 

Ask your local sporting goods dealer for a 

demonstration or write directly to 

FREEDOM ARMS 

P.O. Box 1776 

Freedom, Wyoming 83120 

307-863-2468 
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I made him lie on one of the beds with 
his hands hanging over the edge so I 
could see them. I got the third guy out of 
the bathroom and handcuffed him to the 
other bed. I guess I was in a state of 
shock because I then tried to give 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation to the 
man who had hit me. 

I sat on the floor, exhausted; the next 
thing I remember was a fireman trying to 
get me on a stretcher. It's strange, but as 
soon as the life-and-death struggle 
ended, I stopped recording details. 

The next thing I knew, I was on a ta¬ 
ble in the hospital emergency room, my 
lieutenant leaning over me, showing me 
a bottle of scotch hidden under his coat, 
and telling me I had earned anything I 
wanted. I was still disoriented, but I 
remember that he took his gold detective 
badge out of his wallet and pinned it on 
my shirt. Just that day I had been kid¬ 
ding him that I had carried a silver pa¬ 
trolman badge long enough; I was going 
to earn my detective badge soon. 

Later, as he helped me out to his car, I 
saw all of the other officers who had 
been on the case with me waiting in the 
parking lot. Dave ran up and asked me 
how I was. I started to laugh and showed 
him my shirt, which looked as if it had 
been submerged in a bucket of blood. I 
told him it was a good thing I hadn’t 
been killed because the shirt I had willed 
him was no good anymore. I expected 
him to laugh too, but he had a strange 
look on his face, and I’m sure I saw tears 
in his eyes. He told me he would never 
make a stupid joke like that again and 
asked me not to mention the promised 
shirt again. 

I took a row of stitches across the 
back of the head and lost a pint of 
blood. My first shot had hit the side 
plate of the gunman’s S&W Model 66 
and had wedged the hammer to a stop 
on its downward fall. The slug contin¬ 
ued up the man’s arm and took his 
elbow off. The guy who hit me on the 
back of the head took six shots begin¬ 
ning at the groin and working a straight 
line up his torso until the last one hit him 
in the head. My second shot, the one 
fired right at the beginning, had ap¬ 
parently missed, but my last shot col¬ 
lapsed the second gunman’s left lung, 
taking him out of action. 

When I returned to duty I was pro¬ 
moted to detective and assigned to Rob¬ 
bery/Homicide Division. After my year 
of work in Narcotics Division, I was now 
considered the most highly decorated of¬ 
ficer in the history of Dade County law 
enforcement. I received a new car, sav¬ 
ings bonds, plaques, medals and all 
kinds of certificates. I’ve got most of the 
awards hanging on the wall in my home, 
but my most cherished is the badge the 
lieutenant pinned on my shirt. I have re¬ 
lived those few minutes in that motel 
room a thousand times, and I’ll always 
remember 9 August 1973 as the day I 
should have died. 


STUN! 

STAGGER! 

STOP! 

PALM SIZED INSTANT 
PROTECTION 

$ 14.95 BLITZ 
$ 19.95 sipo 

Specifications: BLITZ 5 - 1 / 8 ’ 
closed, 13%” open, 5 V 2 oz. SIPO: 
6 ” closed, I 6 V 2 ” open, 10 oz. 

TO ORDER, just send your name, 
and address with check, cash, or 
money order to: INCO, P.O. Box 
3111, Dept. B(4), Burbank, CA 
91504 213-842-4094 $14.95 ea. for 
Blitz, $19.95 ea. for Sipo, plus 
$ 2.00 ea. for postage and handling 




Send $2.00 for brochure. 


“Ultimate Manstopper” 

LOYAL - INTELLIGENT - PROTECTIVE 
Bred for Superior Strength and Stability. 
Perfect for Home, Traveler or Retreal. 
LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 507M. Leesville. S.C. 29070 (803) 649-5936 



HIS LAST BOOK 


WAS BANNED BY THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT AND EARNED HIM ARREST 
THREATS FROM THE FBI AND U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL..It even got him 
shot at. .IT HAS TAKEN LEE LAPIN NEARLY FOUR YEARS TO TOP THAT: 

How To Get 

ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

Lee Lapin 

HARD AND FAST, STATE OF THE ART INFORMATION: 

A Consumer's Guide To Surveillance Equipment; actual comparison tests on the latest exotic 
eavesdropping gear- HOW TO SAVE 30-50094 ON MANY SURVEILLANCE ITEMS!! The 
Bionic Ear. side-by-side tests on 11 devices designed to hear thru walls. WORLDWIDE 
SOURCES FOR ITEMS NOT AVAILABLE IN THE U.S.II Improvising Surveillance Gear; 
altering common objects into needed surveillance devices (mics t transmitters, long play re¬ 
corders, spike mics relay stations, VOX'S, carrier current bugs etc), SUPER CHEAP 
SOURCES FOR INFRARED AND NIGHT VISION SCOPES!I Improving Available Units; 
souping up commerica! ES gear for better performance. 11 UNDETECABLE BUGS!! Passive 
Snooping; testing paraboUc and shotgun mics plus the most exotic bug in the world. PUT 
TOGETHER 3 CHEAP SUPER SYSTEMS THAT OUTCLASS THE $3,000 “PACKAGES", 


HOW TO: 

Organize and run an intelligence campaign against any target. BEAT THE LIE DETECTOR 
AND THE PSEII (CIA reports plus the author's tests). Set-up a stakeout. Trace anyone, 
anywhere. GET UNLISTED TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND TELCO “INSIDE" INFOR¬ 
MATION!! Tall anything (ABC, electronic and progressive methods). Ditch a tail. Scan. 
UPDATED LOCK PICKING- HOW TO OPEN VIRTUALLY ANY LOCK OR SAFE IN A 
FEW SECONDS!! Run credit checks. Run motor vehicle checks. Get birth, death and credit 
records. “SECURE" YOUR RECORDER SO NO ONE ELSE CAN DECIPHER THE 
TAPES!! Embarrass countermeasure “experts". Choose the best scrambler or anti-sur¬ 
veillance device® Construct the ultimate intelligence storage system. AND MUCH MOREI! 

PLUS:The secret CIA chemical that lets you read thru envelopes without a trace 
{and where to buy it for $1.00). 4 Experts tell how they would buq a tarqet. 
100+ sources for surveillance and investigative hardware. 

in m an 111 in 111 111 in in m in in in m in in *11 1*1 m in hi *11 hi hi 111 hi 111 ««i nt 

If you are a cop private detective, security expert or member of an intelligence 
organization THIS "ENCYCLOPEDIA" (nearly 300 full format pages) IS A 
MUST!! * Best of ail. How To Get ANYTHING ON ANYBODY is now 
$29.95 plus $4.00 packaging (Cal. residents 6% sales tax). # Order by check, 
or VISA MASTERCHARGE number, exp date and signature to: Auburn Wolfe 
Publishers, POB 15068. Suite 351, San Francisco, CA 94115 or call TOLL 
FREE. 1 800-345-8112, in Pa call 1-800 662 2444. Do it.. 
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Brigade’s UfedllJ Plllly ^ Sweater 



WP-l Only $ 49 95 


The original British Commando Sweater now 
authorized wear for the Marines, U.S. Army, U.S. Air 
Force, all U.S. Military Academies and many more. 

100% Pure Virgin Wool Rib Knit. Super rugged twill 
shoulder & elbow reinforcing patches. Extra long & 
extra warm. 

A great sweater for all occasions! Made to U.S. & 
British Military specifications to provide nearly 
everlasting wear. Get yours today! Choices of Crew 
Necks in USMC Olive Green, Blue Grey, Navy, Black & 
Tan. V-Necks in Army Black, USAF Blue, Peat Brown, 
Sand, or Navy. Men’s/Women’s Sizes 34 to 46. 


NEW! Military Camouflage, #WP-70 *59®* 



SPECIAL FORCES 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 


An exclusive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations, these 
boots are rugged and heavy duty. 
Compare these features: 

Laced-to-toe 7" Boot • Black grain-out leather* Rolled 
cushion top • Ankle binder pads • Full gusset • Fully 
lined with glove leather • Goodyear welt construction 
• VIBRAM 132 cleated heel & sole* Square trimmed toe 
and grooved heel for conventional Ski Binding • Re¬ 
movable felt slip soles • Pull stud post hooks and 
eyelets for rapid lacing, all Black. 

Available in whole or half sizes from 7 to 
12. Regular or Wide. 

#C-990, S.F. Boots.$99.50 


“WEB NAME TAPES” 

Mil-spec cotton web tapes with your information 
emhroidered on one line. Choice of Black on OD, White 
on Blue, Black on White or Navy on OD. For uniforms & 
personal equipment, 5 tapes of same name (up to 14 
letters) and color. 

#N15, $5.50 


Military Identification 
“DOG TAGS” 

Complete G.I. Specification Identification Necklace. 2 
Stainless steel rolled edge plates embossed with your 
information. 16 characters per line/5 lines/tag. Great 
for medical info or identifying keys & luggage. 

#TAG145, I.D. Tag Set/$5.95 
#TAG159, Rubber Silencers/$.75 


Please Print Clearly 
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CITY . 


St. 
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CODE \ 

V 
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SIZE/ 

COLOR 
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Postage & Handling 

Total Enclosed 

$1.50 



□Send FREE 1982 Catalogue 


Brigade-- 

Quartermasters, Ltd. 

266-SF Roswell Street 
Marietta, GA 30060 



COMFORTABLE 
MESH 
BASEBALL 
CAP 


Available in Olive Green or ‘Nam Leaf 
Pattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organizations. 
Sizes: Medium or Large. 

#BAS-C5, O.G. Mesh Cap/$4.25 
#BAS-C7, Camo Mesh Cap/$4.25 


UTILITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 DESIGN 

Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop Camouflage. 
Looks sharp. Not regulation. Sizes: XS, S, 

M f L, XL. 

#CCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 


CAMOUFLAGE 

T-SHIRTS 

At last, a regulation 
‘Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full cut, 
50/50 blend for comfort. 
Great match with 
Jungle Fatigues. Sizes: 
S, M, L, & XL. Short 
Sleeves. 

#BT21, $6.95 




MILITARY BERETS 

Original Mil-Spec 100% Virgin 
Wool wilh Leather Sweat Band. 
Fully lined with stiffener for 
flash. The absolute finest made 
anywhere. Purchased in Canada. 
Choose from Special Forces Green 
(G), Ranger Black (BL), Airborne 
Red (MR). Khaki OD (KH). State 
hat size or send head measure¬ 
ment. 

MBE-1, Beret/$14.50 


JUNGLE FATIGUES 
Camouflage, Rip-slop Poplin. Latest 
USMC issue contract goods. Sizes S,M,L 
and XL. Regulars. Coat or Trousers. 
#CAM-CT, Coat $24.50 
#CAM-TR, Trousers $24.50 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE Send 
Check, Money Order, or Charge to Visa or 
Mastercard, Include $1.50 Postage & 
Handling for all U.S.A. Zip Code 
Addresses. FOREIGN ORDERS must 
reauest Postage Rates. Sorry, no COD 
orders accepted, 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard. 
Call (404) 428-1234 


COMRADE JAWS 

Continued from page 33 


to the unaligned peoples of the Third 
World. They are now well aware of the 
internal and external conditions imposed 
by the acceptance of the ‘Gospel Ac¬ 
cording to Moscow.’ They need only 
take a look at the condition of your 
‘clients.’ The ideal of ‘sovietism’ is a 
fraud. It’s all over,” I concluded. “I 
hope Brezhnev has a sense of humor.” 

I was certain that I had scored some 
hits, but Anatoly registered no surface 
damage. 

The Thai man behind Anatoly 
laughed to himself and played with his 
ice-cream sundae: We’d crossed into 
weird territory again. 

“Jim, you needn’t take this all so per¬ 
sonally,” Anatoly said, and lightly 
tapped my knee. “I wouldn’t want to 
have you arrested for anti-soviet acts.” 
His humor was forced. 

“We’re in Thailand , Anatoly, remem¬ 
ber? Not Kabul, or Moscow,” I replied. 

“We’ve just come from Afghanistan, 
Anatoly,” Brown said, and spat Skoal 
into an ashtray. “You’re in deep shit. 
Excuse me.” He wandered off in search 
of the men’s room. 

“Changing tapes?” Anatoly laughed, 
as Brown disappeared. 

“What?” I asked. 

“We joke, ‘he’s changing tapes’,” he 
repeated, pointing to the men’s room. 

“Oh,” I said. 

I sort of liked Anatoly, but I waited 
for the feeling to pass. This was not soft¬ 
ball. As Brown returned, I sensed the 
meeting was over. 

“Well,” Brown said, standing over 
the table, “thanks for the lunch. I have 
an appointment in one hour,” 

Anatoly and I abruptly rose. 

“Anatoly,” I said, and shook his 
hand, “don’t let them send you to Af¬ 
ghanistan.” 

“Never,” he laughed, “unless you 
print this story.” 

We stepped from the cold, quiet dark¬ 
ness of the coffeeshop into the hot, 
bright afternoon of Bangkok’s busiest, 
noisiest street. Brown and l flagged 
down a taxi, then crammed inside. I told 
the driver to make a U-turn and lao-lao 
out of there. He cornered the cab on two 
wheels. We careened through traffic 
back the way we had come. 

“Did I ever tell you about the time I 
‘helped’ some Bulgarian diplomat ‘de¬ 
fect’ from his consulate in Chicago?” 
Brown asked. He smiled out the win¬ 
dow, braced in the back seat of the cab. 
Faces flashed by on a motorcycle. 

“No,” I said. 

Brown laughed. “Some bozo under¬ 
secretary of the Bulgarian consulate in 
Chicago writes me a letter, on their sta- 
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tionery, requesting all these technical 
weapons manuals, right? Well, I wrote 
back and thanked him for his letter, 
‘but,’ 1 said, ‘I cannot assist you in the 
ways you’ve mentioned. If you are ser¬ 
ious about defecting to the United 
States, however, I suggest you contact 
so-and-so at the State Department for 
further information, etc, etc.’ He’s 
probably picking potatoes in a windy 
field in Poland somewhere.” 

The taxi banged over the curb in front 
of our apartment building. 

“I’m going to the American 
Embassy,” Brown said. “You want to 
come along?” 

“No, thanks,” I answered, and got 
out of the cab. “See you by the pool 
when you get back. I’ve had enough 
spooks for one day.” 

The cab lurched away into the traffic, 
toward the American Embassy. On the 
same tree-lined boulevard as the U.S. 
Compound, the red and gold Vietna¬ 
mese flag hung limply above the silent, 
shuttered Embassy of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam, submerged in the 
shade of the tall, white Imperial Hotel. 

“Communists,” someone once told 
me, “are people who have nothing, and 
are eager to share it with you.” 

As I floated on my back in the cool 
water of the pool, I heard a faint yell. I 
looked up. Brown loomed above me, sil¬ 
houetted by blue sky and white clouds. 
He looked agitated. 

“What?” I said, pulling my head 


above water. 

“Listen to this!” Brown bellowed. He 
was getting ready for his daily afternoon 
run through the alleys of suburban 
Bangkok. “I was at the Embassy, right? 
Somebody made a crack about Anatoly 
Korolev, as an aside. I said, ‘Who’s this 
Anatoly Korolev?’ They didn’t want to 
tell me. Finally, one guy warned me 
never to go near him. He wouldn’t tell 
me who Korolev was, only that he was 
‘brilliant. The Kiss of Death. Maybe one 
of the few men authorized to use the big 
sleep as a bargaining chip.’ ” Brown 
laughed. “He told me I was probably 
already being watched, only I’d never 
know it. It was perfect.” He laughed 
again, then jogged off into the streets of 
Bangkok, a happy man. 


COMBAT ACCESSORIES for 

MINI-14®, 10/22®, AR-15, UZI 

Foldup Stacks Web Gear 

Scope Mounts Flash Hiders 



MOST COMPLETE LINE OF QUALITY 
PRODUCTS ON THE MARKET 

FEATHER ENTERPRISES 
2500 Central Avenue 
Send $1.00 for Catalog Dept. SF 

303-442-7021 Boulder. CO 80301 



WORLD’S FINEST 

FLASHLIGHT 

WtffFAM $ 29 95 

(Lifetime Guarantee) * 


Floodlight 

Just 

1/4 

Tum 


2 celt 


This could be the last FLASHLIGHT youll ever buy! 
Money-Back Guarantee 

• "From spotlight to foxxflgM w«h juMarwist of ihe■ 

• O-nngedVuougftQul tor maximum ware* resistance 

• Shatterproof lexan lens and reflector 

• ToJeWy seated serf cleaning push button s*rtch 

• Biueanoduted.indesIrucilMeaircralt 
aluminum 

• Serial numbered for positive 
identification 

• Spare btrtb m the t» . 
Of every 0*0811 Raahhfltit 

• r- I 
cell (CorDI 





This sacred weapon is 
still carried by the re¬ 
nowned Gurkha mer¬ 
cenaries of Nepal. 




Get this Military Issue KUKRI knife and receive a copy of the 
original, government "Ordnance Drawing & Specification Sheet", 
plus a copy of the detailed 8-page government contract for the 
KUKRI which shows you this Kukri sees real action. 

The KUKRI is a super chopping knife with a fearsome 12" long blade that is a full W’ thick. The 
high carbon steel blade is hand forged so it will take a good, sharp edge. Scale tang. Traditional, 
native hardwood handle. Weight—1 lb. 6 oz. Brand new condition! Direct from the current 
Government Contractor in India. 

Order No. l-F-120.All for only $17.95 each, f 

Here’s What You Get With EACH Of These Genuine Gurkha KUKRI Knives 

^ Y<#«' 




w vu.ium Government Contractor 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK 


Just Use This Coupon To Order | 


VISA. MASTERCARD 
or COD Customers 

call (404) 922-3700 

ANYTIME/ 


Send Your Order To; 

ATLANTA CUTLERY 

Box 839F, Conyers, Ga. 30207 

Please RUSH me: 

_ KUKRI Knives with the Regular Issue Sheath & Accessory 

Knives, plus the 8-Page Government Contract, plus the 
Ordnance Drawing & Specification Sheet that comes with 
each KUKRI. 

_ Amount enclosed by check or money order ($17.95 per 

KUKRI plus $2.00 for Shipping & Insurance for the total 
order). 


X. 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS 
CITY_ 


.STATE_ 


fSend me your complete catalog of knives & knife blades. 


...J 


This Genuine Gurkha KUKRI Knife 
Comes With The Documents That Prove It's Authentic! 
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THAILAND’S 

DRAGOONS 

Continued from page 41 




• Two new Nite-hawk scopes to choose from. 

• Outperforms units costing 4 times as much. 

• Smallest and lightest weaponsight of its kind. 

• Fits most rifles, SMGs, and some pistols. 


See in TOTAL darkness 
Exclusive electronic reticle 
Rugged and reliable active units 


For complete technical information, pictures and pricing information, 
Send $3.00 to TECHNIPLAN • P.0. BOX 164 
MADISON. AL 35758 


“I want to check in here, and see if 
the road to 508 is clear,” he said. 

1 watched the men of the motorcycle 
unit fan out near their bikes to seek 
shelter from the storm. In the after¬ 
noon twilight I saw mute evidence of 
the fierce fighting which had recently 
swept over these hills: jagged tree 
stumps, ripped as if by hand, and toss¬ 
ed aside; pockmarked boulders near 
cave entrances which led to the three¬ 
storied bunker complex beneath our 
feet. 

“It’s safe,” he said, after talking 
briefly into the handset of a field radio. 
“No contact in 24 hours; let's go.” 

Morris was visibly depressed. He 
wanted to get into a fire fight just once 
before leaving Thailand. I just wanted 
the rain to stop. 

We clambered back into the pick-up 
for the four-kilometer trip to Camp 
508. The bikes opted to use a wheels- 
locked controlled skid for the slide 
down the clay road. Again, the riders 
walked alongside until they could ride 
tandem in safety. 

Morris took photographs of me tak¬ 
ing photographs. We were, undoubted¬ 
ly, the circus come to town. 1 remem- 
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WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION ol MILITARY INSIGNIA SPORTSWEAR 



MERC 



*0OY FOR ^ 


Mastercard • Visa • Personal Checks 
Allow 4 Weeks for Delivery 

MONEY ORDERS SHIPPED AT ONCE 

SHIPPING PREPAID FOR U.S.. APO/FPO 
and CANADA 


(NO COD) 


OVERSEAS ORDERS ADD 30% 


7.95 


T-SHIRTS 

Colors: Gray, Gold, Blue, 
White, Tan, Green, Scarlet 


7.95 


CAPS 

Colors: Red, Green, Black, 

Blue, White Front Panel 
(One size fits all) 

Specify Shirt Type • Color • Style 


RING-NECK ft 

T-SHIRTS 8.50 

Style Body Color/Trim 

Lt. Green - Drk. Green 
White - Drk. Green 
White - Blue 
Lt. Blue - Drk. Blue 
Gray - Black 


1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 


SWEATSHIRTS 11.50 

Colors Avail.: Gray, Blue, 
Gold or Scarlet 

BASEBALL SHIRTl 1.50 

Color: Gray Body with 
Black Trim 


Insignia No. • Sizes: Men’s S t M, L, XL 


U.S. Special Forces (#1) 

5th Special Forces (#23) 

10th Special Forces (#32) 

U.S. Special Forces—Spec. Oper. (#27) 
U.S. Special Forces -Mike Force (#30) 


U.S. 101st Airborne (#7) 

U.S. 173rd Airborne (#155) 

U.S. 101st Air Assault (#24) 

U.S. Abn. Wings 
(Moster #4) (Senior #5) (Novice #6) 


U.S. Special Forces -Weapons Instr. (#64) Devils Brigade- 82nd Airborne (#31) 
U.S. Special Forces Deaths Head (#137) Wild Geese- Airborne (#43) 
U.S.M.C. —Insignia (#2) 

U.S.M.C.—Force Recon (#9) 

U.S.M.C. -Drill Instructor (#22) 

U.S.M.C. -Rifle Teom (#123) 

U.S.M.C.-Scout Sniper (#124) 

U.S.M.C.—Served My Time in Hell (#125) 

U.S.M.C.—Once a Marine 
Always a Morine (#142) 

U.S. 82nd Airborne (#8) 


U.S. Army Ranger (#26) 

1st Cov. - Airmobile (#42) 
Military Police (H32) 

U.S. Navy Seol (#11) 

U.S. Army Engineers (#139) 
Armor (#140) 

Rhodesian -Security Force (#12) 
Rhodesian Selous Scouts (#29) 
Rhodesian—African Rifles (#34) 


AWARD CERTIFICATES: 8 x 11 in Color • Space for Name/Rank/Dates 

C-1 U.S.M.C. — Force Recon 
C-2 U.S. Special Forces 
C-3 U.S. Navy S.E.A.l. 

C-4 U.S. Airborne — Master 
C-5 U.S. Army Ranger 
C-6 Special Forces —Jungle Expert 
C-7 Special Forces — Guerrilla Warfare 
C-8 Special Forces —Weapons Expert 
C-9 Rhodesian Security Force 
C-10 U.S.M.C.-Weap. Expert 
C-11 U.S. Airborne —Senior 
C-12 Special Forces — Demolition Expert 
C-14 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. —Weap. Expert 
C-l 5 5th Special Forces Group 
C-16 U.S.M.C.-Rifle Expert 


SEND SI.00 FOR COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
WITH OVER 160 T-SHIRT DESIGNS & 65 CERTIFICATES 
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British—S.A.S. (#13) 

British—Royal Marines (#17) 

British—Irish Guords (#39) 

Scoltish—BEockwatch (#20) 

Scottish—Lovat Scouts (#35) 

Scottish—Royol Scots Greys (#37) 
German—SS Deoths Heaa (#19) 
German WoHen SS Runes (#10) 
Mercenory—Foreign Legion 
Insignio (#156) 

Merc—This Body for Hire (#158) 
Mercenaries—Would Rofher Fighf- 
Than Moke Love (#157) 

Deaths Head with Crossed Rifles (#151) 
K-9 Corps (#46) 

I Got Screwed in Vietnom (#159) 

8.00 e , 3 / 15 00 

C-l7 U.S.M.C. —Pistol Expert 

C-19 U.S. Army-Rifle Expert 

C-20 U.S. Army — Pistol Expert 

C-21 U.S. Army —Auto. Weapons Expert 

C-22 U.S.M.C. — Auto. Weapons Expert 

C-23 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. - Demo. Expert 

C-24 U.S. Army Ranger—Mt. Warfare Expert 

C-25 U.S. Army Ranger —Jungle Warfare Expert 

C-26 U.S. Army —Long Range Recon Platoon 

C-29 U.S. Army — Heavy Weapons Expert 

C-32 U.S.M.C. Scout Sniper 

C-33 U.S. Army Airborne Novice 

C-42 U.S. Army 10!st Abn. Member 

C-43 U.S. Army 82nd Abn. Member 

C-46 Republic of Vietnam — Military Participation Award 
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bered having watched reporters with 
much the same amusement in another 
place, another time. 

The first thing we noticed after ar¬ 
rival at Camp 508 was that we could 
not see it. From a distance of 50 feet 
the camp was unrecognizably con¬ 
cealed beneath brush and trees. We 
stopped in the middle of it after walking 
uphill from where the bikes were 
parked below. 

“We must be very careful where we 
walk,” Maj. Vinai said. ‘The CTs have 
put booby traps all over the place. Only 
the trails have been cleared.” 

Back at the headquarters of CPM 
42, Col. Tanapol, deputy chief of staff 
for operations, intelligence and plan¬ 
ning, had shown me coil after coil of 
one-quarter-inch wire used for making 
mines and booby traps — enough for 
hundreds of thousands of them. 

Below us, under the earth, there 
once had been a multi-leveled hospital 
and barracks. The entrance slanted 
steeply into the darkness. We were 
asked if we would like to go down. We 
politely deferred. 

The men of the motorcycle team 
gathered around the bulletin board of 
the infantry company garrisoned 
around the former CPT HQ. Tacked to 
the board were photographs of them¬ 
selves taken only a few weeks previous¬ 
ly, while on the attack. They laughed 
and hammed it up, posing as they had 
appeared in the photographs. 

As we walked around the remains of 
the CPT camp, inspecting bunkers, 
Maj. Vinai explained the difficulties of 
the assault. “We had great difficulty 
keeping in contact with our people, be¬ 
cause the forest is so thick here. I could 
hear, but I could not see.” 

Everywhere there were holes and 
tunnels, as well as concealed trenches 
and pathways. 

“What’s this?” Morris asked, as he 
picked up a small muddy bra. Every¬ 
one laughed. ‘They had women up 
here too,” Maj. Vinai said. “Political 
cadre, we think.” 

The storm opened up above us; 
sheets of rain pelted the treetops. We 
sat in the comfort of a small thatch 
lean-to, still miraculously intact. I 
could hear other Thai troopers talking 
nearby, but I could not see them. As I 
smoked a soggy cigarette, Maj. Vinai 
took off his black beret. I asked him 
about its distinctive emblem and flash, 
which looked a little like a Special 
Forces patch. 

“It means Kham Jat Nguyen Kai 
Song Kram ,” he said. After some 
quick talk in Thai to Lt. Kittie, our 
guide and interpreter from CPM 42 
HQ, Maj. Vinai translated the motto: 
“Eliminate the cause of war.” 

“I’m an RTA officer,” he said, put¬ 
ting the beret back on, “but my men 
are all volunteers trained by the RTA. 
They are a little bit army, and a little bit 
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WORLD WAR II * KOREA * VIETNAM 
How to claim U.S. Medals FREE! All Services 
Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, 
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Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 
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NEW TAKE-DOWN BLOWGUN 

• Now get 2 Blowguns in 1 

' SURVIVAL WEAPON I 
SILENT POWERFUL I 


use 

pricks). 

larger domestic an 
depend on the same 

Americars-madecopies of jungle blowguns, as improv¬ 
ed by modern engineering and materials. Complete 
with 100-dan kit. $18.98 plus $2-00 postage & handling 


Order by mail from: 

Exotic Sports. Inc. Lucky St. 


Exotic Sports Presentsthe NEW 2 in t Yaqua 4 V;' and 
T Blowgun combined. Through modern engineering 
comes I he (Irsl Blowgun of Its kind! (2) Two units 
connected makes 4 Vj' Blowgun (range 200'), 
" Blowgun (range 80'). The 
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i. Hikers, or any Sportsman, 
nplete with its own case for 
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tice you can hit a beer can at 200 
'eet. The dart is so fast and 
powerlully propelled by 
ordinary breath that it can 
pierce even withablunl 
point I Not a toy, darts 
are spring steel. 
They fly faster 
than the eye can 
see, have killed 
mountain lions. 
Clever dart kit 
lets you adjust 
darts for 
- large game 
\ or small. 

\ 


(Dealer Inquiries Welcome) \ 

Box 129 F Fcyeife, Mo. 65248 ' 


VISA/M.C. & C.0.D.-T0LL FREE- N 
24 HOURS 1-800-227-1617, Ext.601 



Letter 


and Survival 
Tool 

2 for 

$12.90 

Add $1.00 for 
Shipping & 

Handling 


Less 

than 

one 

ounce 

wt. 


Dealers Enquire 


Fiberglass 
and Nylon 


6 %” 

Long 


A. G. Russell 

1705 F Hiway 71 N 
Springdale, AR 
72764 


800-255-9034 


VALOR SPORTS 

800 STREETS RUN ROAD, PITTSBURGH, PA 15236 
PHONE: (412) 884-1333 



Lining: 

ConsL Standard Lock Machine fnseam Stitching (Nylon Thread) 
Color Black 
Sizes: S M L XL 



FLAT SAPS 

Midget - $13.50 
Junior -$16.00 
Texan -$17.00 
Big John -$31.50 
Denver - $13.50 


7982 - $11.95 
7980 - $11.95 
796 - $14.50 
211 - $14.50 
Penns - $17.50 
720 - $17.00 
666 - $12.50 
Convoy - $ 17.50 



PAPERWEIGHT 

In Aluminum - $4.95 
Or Brass - $6.95 


Money Orders, Cashair Checks, Shipped Same Day 
Personal Checks Will Be Held for 30 Days 


All items post paid, continental U.S. only 

All others add shipping Catalogs $1.00 
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SUPER KNIFE SPECIAL 



Plus Postage 


• 9 l .'j overall 

• 5” cdi»r 

• steel blade 9 

• sawteeth on back SURVIVAL 

• sheath KNIFE 

• whetstone 

Send $2.00 for complete catalog. Catalog free with order. 

Please send me_ knife(s) at the Limited Time Offer of 

$6.95 each or $6.00 each in quantities of 3 or more. Add 
$1.50 postage for first knife and 50 cents for each addi' 
tional knife. Make checks or money orders payable to 
TIFFIN INTERNATIONAL. 

Alabama residents add 6% sales tax 


Knives Available (Enter number(s) desired) 

Quan. Quan. Quan. Quan. 

i 1 __ 5 7 

*7 

4 

6 ft 



9 

Nam** 




firy 

State 

Zip 


VTSA 

MASTER CHARGE 



Card Number 

Signature______ 


IViUll IU. IJI-I im Ji 

P.O. Box 881, Dept. SF-4 
~ lie ’ 


,, . Clanton, AL 35045. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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COMBAT GLASSES 


As seen in Oct. 82 
“Soldier of Fortune” 

• Fits comfortably under gas or 
scuba mask. 

• Waterproof, non-reflective. 

• Accepts prescription lenses. 

• Durable nylon for yrs. of use. 

MASTERCARD & VISA 

1-316-684-2362 

order from: 

Combat 
Glasses 

Dept. F4 
1710 S. Hillside 
Wichita, KS 67211 

Non-prescription lenses add $8.00. 
Specify clear or dark. 
Non-prescription Sunsensor® add $12.00. 

Now available in (desert) beige, 

(sky) blue, and black. 

Combat Glasses 

with prescription single vision 
Sunsensor® lenses 

(Send prescription £ m /\qc 
with distance 

between pupils) w ppd. 

Clear bifocal add $15.00 
Sunsensor® bifocal add $25.00 
All lenses are impact resistant 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
or your money cheerfully refunded! 


1 for 


$2495 

OR 

2 for 

$ 47 95 




COUNTERFEIT CUNS 

FULL-SIZE PRECISION METAL REPLICA MODELS® 

These working metal models of classic firearms look, feel, weigh 
and handle like the originals and consist of over 30 blued, 
machined-metal, hand-assembled parts. You can spin the 
cylinders, work the slide actions, release the clips and “field- 
strip" these models. CANNOT CHAMBER OF FIRE REAL AMMO. 

MONEY BACK 

_ IF YOU’RE NOT 

Lgth: 35' SATISFIED 

Wt: 9.5 lbs. 

THOMPSON 
MODEL 1921 

As used by FBI & US ^ 

combat troops in WWII. 59 Parts 

C01S-81-700 ’175(5.00) 

DELIVERY CHARGE IN PARENTHESIS 


DELIVERED FULLY ASSEMBLED 


GOVERNMENT .45 

Standard sidearm of Gl’s 
and combat troops. 

Lgth: 9.5'Wt: 2.5 lbs. 

C01U-61-300 *50(2.75) Over 

DELIVERY CHARGE IN PARENTHESIS 30 Parts 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG OF OVER * 
CLASSIC FIREARM MODELS AND 100’s 
OF MILITARY COLLECTIBLES-SOUVENIRS 
The COLLECTOR’S 

BOX 1061,800 

L — — — ~ (MONEY BACK. LESS POSTAGE. IF NOT SATISFIES, - - 


police. It's a volunteer unit drawn from 
this region. We are all volunteers. If we 
are to ‘eliminate the cause of war/ we 
must fight a ‘people’s war’ also. There 
must be justice.” 

Maj. Vinai had been in the States 
once, a long time ago; 1 saw him make 
a mental effort to summon the correct 
words. He wanted me to understand 
why he, and his men, volunteered to be 
here. “The origins of war will be elimi¬ 
nated four ways: There must be politi¬ 
cal justice; there must be economic 
justice; there must be justice inside the 
military, and there must be social 
justice outside the military. Once this 
is done, communism will dry up like 
rice without water. They will lose.” 

He said it very well. I understood him 
perfectly. 

As we walked through the drizzle to¬ 
ward the motorcycles he motioned for 
his men to saddle up. 

“Do you want to ride back on a 
motorcycle?” he asked me. 

“For sure.” I said. “Pd love to.” 

He smiled, then gestured toward a 
waiting bike. The driver made some 
minor adjustments, then together we 
took off after the rest of the team. 

Below, men and motorcycles waited 
in trail formation for us to join up. A 
biker’s dream come true, we formed for 
the run home. 

Startled faces flashed by me as we 
streaked back past small villages and 
farms. “If the CPT still wants to fight,” I 
thought, ‘Thailand’s ready.” 5? 


THAILAND: 
SITUATION REPORT 

The situation facing the Communist 
Party of Thailand (CPT) is grim. 
Thwarted in its attempts to control the 
northern central highlands (see “Thai¬ 
land’s Battle Road,” SOF, February 
’82), the decimated CPT leadership 
and cadres eventually moved south to 
regroup and lick their wounds. They 
chose Camp 508 in the jagged Chong 
Charn Mountains as their headquar¬ 
ters. From there, on the strategic 
heights dominating large areas of 
Surat Thani Province, a little more 
than midway down the Isthmus of Kra 
on the narrow panhandle of southern 
Thailand, they assembled and began 
to map their strategy to renew their 
struggle. 

A Party Congress was called to 
evaluate their crushing defeat at Khoa 
Khor in the north; an agenda was pre¬ 
pared to evaluate the hard realities 
now facing them every day — mass 
defections, key cadre defections, lack 
of popular support, materiel losses, 
battle damage and casualties, and the 
quicksilver changes of the political 
landscape of Southeast Asia. 

Thai military intelligence was aware 
of the CPT’s plans from their incep- 
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tion; page after page of detailed re¬ 
ports were culled from informants and 
defectors. The Royal Thai Army 
(RTA) was aware of the imminent Par¬ 
ty Congress before the formal declara¬ 
tion was circulated clandestinely 
among the CPT cadres. The CPT nev¬ 
er had a chance. 

Although forewarned is forearmed, 
the RTA faced a formidable task. 
While the military objectives and order 
of battle were similar to the successful 
counter-insurgency campaign waged 
in the north, the political terrain in the 
south was vastly different. The prob¬ 
lems encountered were elusive and 
more complex; convoluted solutions 
were implemented to deal with the 
region's internecine politics. 

Private land, national land reserves, 
forest industries, rubber plantations, 
minerals and tin mines, capitalists, 
middlemen, communists, Moslem 
“separationists” and bandits all contri¬ 
buted to the complications. Private ar¬ 
mies. gangsters, gangs, guns and gre¬ 
nades equaled chaos. “The whole 
nine yards,” someone told me, “was 
like the Wild West.” 

We're talking cash here. 

The Thai central government was to 
some extent responsible for the deter¬ 
ioration of its own power and influ¬ 
ence. Large amounts of money were 
changing hands. With money comes 
greed, with greed, corruption. Cor¬ 
rupt government officials cooperated 
with the CPT, or anyone else for that 
matter, for years without opposition. 
Unable to rely on the government for 
protection, mining companies, planta¬ 
tions, trucking firms and construction 
companies paid off the CPT indirectly 
via a flourishing business of middle¬ 
men. The profits swelled CPT war 
chests and allowed purchase of better 
arms and munitions than their coun¬ 
terparts had in the north. 

In February 1982, an all-out assault 
was launched on the covert CPT 
headquarters camps: 508, 511 and 
514. After months of fighting, the 
CPT capitulated and fled. By March 
1982, the RTA was squarely in con¬ 
trol. Lt. Gen. Ham’s strategy of “Na 
Tay, Kong Tup, Hang Chat " (Duty, 
Force, Nation) triumphed. 

Col. Suphon, S-5 (Civic Action) for 
the recently formed Thai task force 
known as CPM 42 (Civilian, Police, 
Military 42) is dedicated to setting the 
record straight. With surprising candor 
he admits, “The CPT was, in a way. 
keeping the peace, and therefore 
helping the people. The people could 
only see corruption in government rip¬ 
ping them off. The CPT was doing 
good; the government was wrong. 
We know that now. 

“We're going to change that by in¬ 
vesting in a long-term strategic rede¬ 
velopment project in cooperation with 
the people. We must fight the mis- 



TVS^.PLUS HOURS of the most exciting combat 
tpotdge in history. Air strikes. Jungle 
.■tte^fCheads. and ossault landings captured 
; . ; ridW:i:pn film and preserved forever on video 
COssette. 

four great programs-2 hours of high adven¬ 
turer including: 

tMr BATTLE OF NEW BRITAIN-Dec. 42: a naval 
task force hits Arawe. Rabaul. Cape 
0fcfOpester-B-25’s sweep enemy positions. 
Marine and Army units hit the beaches. In 
must, sludge and blood the foot soldier adds 
yetanaiher page of combat glory to his Iradi- 

THf BATTLE FOR LEYTE GULF -History's greatest 
engagement. The 2nd Battle for 
tnpif.ftft^ppines. the planes, men and big guns 
Q£*2B&4hfps square-off in mortal combat. A 
idWri^::;tJiQ^gment of men in war ... the 
Japdriri^-.-fost 4 carriers. 3 battleships. 500 air¬ 
craft, -6- ftedyy cruisers, 4 light cruisers, 11 
destroyers.-and. a sub. 

ACttbl* AT AHGAUR -Hellcats soften up the 
enerinijfc^J^::ti!t ; :#w.aiting the 81st Wildcat Divi¬ 
sion. slug it out an inch of 

grounS ; :df:-‘d,::’ttmfi<:0)tter hand to hand fury for 
Shrinwn'' and "The Gulch" 
THE FLEET TlttAT GAME TO STAY-The Battle for 
Okinawato the 400,000 
fighting mep ; ^ noted for its' 

suicicidal sof the "Divine 
Tempest", Japan’s KCtmlkOze - Corp They in¬ 
troduced atV ; >ua11ed in 
history-4.232 of:These/.fOriPtteOT pHots took a 
one-way flight. 

4 programs-2 houri-Gnty pktf shipping 
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702 Washington ST . Su 1 1e 168 .: inaicfel 90591 

U S and Canada, add S2 SO 
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SPECIALIZED 
FIREARMS TRAINING 


MAGNUS is a facility for the specialized 
training of firearms and techniques 
related to self protection. Our programs 
include live firing of many different and 
exotic weapons. If your job is protecting 
others or defending yourself chances 
are, our school has a program suited to 
your needs. 

PROGRAMS OFFERED: AUTOMATIC 
WEAPONS • COMBAT HANDGUNS • 
SURVIVAL WEAPONS ORIENTATION • 
PERSONAL & EXECUTIVE PROTECTION 
• ANTI-PIRACY 

STAFF AND ASSOCIATE 
INSTRUCTORS INCLUDE: 

Greg Souchik—Director 
Ken Hackathorn John Miller 

J.F. Havas D. Colman 

MAGNUS 

TRAINING CENTER 
DEPT. F-4, STAR ROUTE 
LEWIS RUN, PA. 16738 

Send $1 for brochure & class schedule 
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EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 
By Michael Hoy 

Large 8’A x 11, over 400 photos of more than 

200 weapons, with more than 500 dealers In 

an easy-to-use well-organized format. 

IIRANI) NEW 
COMPLETELY 
REVISED AND 
UPDATED 
EDITION 

Features of the 1983 Edition: 

• More than 200 weapons described and 
Illustrated, with dealer listings for all 

• Over 400 photographs and Illustrations of 
the world's most fascinating hand weapons 
—and Instructions on how to buy them 

• Sources for books, plans, periodicals, 
organizations, and additional Information 
for all weapons listed 

• Complete names and addresses of dealers 
provided for ALL weapons listed 


Available again: The book that teils you where 
and how to buy and/or make all sorts of 
strange and unusual weapons. EXOTIC 
WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK has been 
highly praised by professionals in the fields of 
weaponry, self defense, survival, clandestine 
operations, and personal freedom. It is widely 
recognized as the finest weapons source 
book in the world. 

Here are just a few of the unusual weapons 
you can buy using this amazing new book: 
stun guns • brass knuckles • gravity knives • 
body armor • primitive and stone age wea¬ 
pons • bolas • battle axes • crossbows • 
tranquilizer guns • oriental weapons • sap 
gloves • lasers • police weapons • night 
vision devices • smoke grenades • switch¬ 
blades • sonic weapons • underwater wea¬ 
pons • sword canes • gatllng guns • electrical 
weapons • and much, much moref 
All of these weapons and many, many more 
are described and illustrated, with dealer 
names and addresses given for each weapon! 
The all-new 1983 edition of EXOTIC WEA¬ 
PONS: AN ACCESS BOOK is bigger and 
better than ever! More than 150 large 8^ x 11 
pages, crammed with information on where 
and how you can buy over 200 different 
weapons! Use the handy coupon below to 
order your copy today. You will be very 
pleased, we know. 


Loompanics Unlimited 
PO Box 1197 Pt. Townaend, WA 90368 


SOF 


Please send me copies of EXOTIC WEAPONS: 
AN ACCESS BOOK . / enclose $9.95 + S2.00 
shipping & handling for each copy. 

Name_. 

Address__ 

City_ 

S fate_ 


,Zip Code 
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■ Regulation Gl Dog Tags- 

set of 2 stainless steel tags anti 2 stainless chains 
(4"Jand 24'} $3,00/eacfi. 

Want us to print them’ WE LL PRINT ANYTHING 
up to 6 lines and 16 spaces per line ‘ 

■Printing . only $1.00 per tag ($2.00 per set) 
Q Please, no Dog Tag imprinting orders by telephone. 

■ Dog Tag Silencers- black, non glare rubber 
bumpers lor tags $1.00/pair. 



□ Gl USMC Fatigue Hat - 

k 1 00% cotton. Specify Leaf Camo 
L or Olive Drab (OD) 

^ Green. S.M.L.XL. • $5.00/each. 

\D Camouflage Collection 

Catalog-featuring genuine 
[military clothing and personal 
^equipment, . $1.00/each. 

Free with any order. 


□Combat 
Battle Fatigues- 

Pants 
feature: 6 
pockets 
(thigh 
^pockets are 
bellowed); 
drawslring 
cuffs; ad 
justable waist 
tab. Jackets 
feature: 4 pockets, 
bellows style. Tell us 
your chest, height, and 
waist measurements, 
when ordering. Choose 
from: □Camouflage, 
Woodland Pattern-50% 
cotton/50% nylon. Army's latest issue; 
the pants have a reinforced seat and 
knees; the jacket has reinforced elbows. 
Brand New Specify: Jacket or Pants 

.$32.50/each; $62.00/set. 

CCamouflage, Day Desert Pattem-50% 
cotton/50% nylon. Latest issue to Air¬ 
borne Troops of the Rapid Deployment 
Force. Brand New. Specify: Jacket or Pants 

.$34.QQ/each; $65.0Q/sel. 

DORve Drab (OD) Green-100% cotton; 
ripstop; as used in early Vietnam. Current 
Gl manufacture. Brand New. Specify: 
Jacket or Pants $29.75/each; $57.00/set. 
□ Camouflage, Woodland Pattern Commer- 
i cial Manufacture-we’ve used the genuine 
military Woodland Camo cloth and fash¬ 
ioned these like the Gl Fatigues. We cut 
some corners to trim the price, but these 
American made fatigues look just like the 
1 genuine ones. Brand New. Specify: Jacket 
(or Pants . $26.00/each; $49.00/set. 


□Elite €- 
Commando T-Shirts, 

RECON 

2 color silkscreen (never a rubbery iron-on) 
on linest quality shirts you'll be proud of. 
Another Kaufman's Exclusive: 

□Special Forees-grey shirt, (50% cotton/ 
50% polyester) black and white design. 

□ Afrbome/Ranger-black shirt (100% cot¬ 
ton) red and white design. 

□Marine flecon-red shirt (100% cotton) 
gold and white design. 

Specify size (S.M.L.XL). $7.95/each 

□ Send for FREE Sportswear Bro- 
chure With All Our New Designs. 

Shipping Costs 

Please include appropriate shipping costs 
from chart below with each order. 
Amounts shown include costs of postage, 
packaging, insurance and handling. 

Orders up to $10.00 $2.00 

Orders from $10.01 to $20.00 3.00 

Orders from $20.01 to $35.00 3.75 

Orders from $35.01 to $50.00 4.50 

Orders from $50.01 to $70.00 5.75 

Orders over $70.00 6.75 

Canadian Orders- 
Send Double Amount Indicated 




ARMY-NAVY GOODS 

Send check or money order to: 

Kaufman’s West — Dept. A-34 
504 Yale SE • Albuquerque, NM 87106 

ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL 24 HOURS 


□ SPECIAL FORCES, 

GREEN BERET- @ 

Jaunty and daring 
and classy - like 
the professional's _ 
who wear them. 

These are official regulation berets of 
100% vat dyed wool and meeting all 
military specs. Made expressly for us by 
the prime government contractor. Also 
available: Official headgear for: 

□ Airborne Qualified (Maroon) 

Ranger Commandos (Black) 

Artillery & Guardian Angels (Red) 

[ I Commando Dress (Camouflage) 

Sizes-6 7/8 to 73/4 

(Not sure ol head size? Tell us how many 
inches around your head where you wear 
your hat. We’ll send the right one.) 

.:.. $13.75/each. 


□Genuine Military Instgnia^^ 

(meeting al miktaiy specsI^^^ggB^^ 

□ Special ForcesFlasfies (choose from: 5th 

Group in Vietnam: 8th; 12th; or JFK Special 
Warfare Center) . .$1.75/each 

□ Special Forces Shoulder Patch 
(specify regular or subdued) ... $1.75/each 
□Special Forces Crest —$3.00/each 

Paratrooper Badge $3.00/each 

□Air Assault Badge $4.00/each 

□ 101st Airborne Crest. $3.00/each 

□82nd Airborne Crest $3.00/each 

□101st Airtwme Patch (specify regular or 

subdued) .$1.75/each 

□82nd Airborne Patch (specify regular or 
subdued) ..$1.75/each 

□ Ranger or Airborne Tabs (specify regular 

or subdued) . .$1.00/each 

n Marine Recon Wing-gold plated $4. 50/each 

.Pilot Wing,USAF-nickel plated $3.50/pair 
□Ful Bird Coioners Rank -Army nickel 

plated ..$3.50/patr 

’ l !General’s Rank -One Star-Army nickel 

plated .$3.50/pair 

[ Navy Seal Badge-gold plated $1C.50/each 

□U.S. Flag (2 x 3'/4).$2.25/each 

L For a complete listing of over 1,000 
mittry instynla items send for our insignia 
Cotec bon Catalog. Cost $2.00 plus 88c for 
1st class postage. I 


takes of the past and an entrenched, 
corrupt, capitalist-middleman system 
which supported bandits and the 
CPT. Now, we educate the people. 
We teach them that the only thing 
communists know how to do is fight 
and make war. The CPT must fight to 
win; We will try not to fight, but help 
the people instead. That is the way we 
will win.” 

Lt. Gen. Ham, commander of the 
Fourth Army Region and CPM 42, 
announced an aggressive reform pro¬ 
gram known locally as Thai Lom Yen 
(literally South Keep Calm) in Febru¬ 
ary 1982. It is a program to meet force 
with force, but in keeping with the 
overall peaceful strategic redevelop¬ 
ment plan, it encourages cooperation 
with the government. Lt. Gen. Ham is 
a no-nonsense, impeccably honest of¬ 
ficer eminently capable of wielding 
both the carrot and the stick. 

His troops, after all, kicked the CPT 
from Camps 508, 511 and 514.^! 


SUPPORT 

SOF 

ADVERTISERS 


QUALITY... BY DESIGN 



Vita & Mastercard Accepted. Please include expiration date & signature. 


Quality, innovation, durability, and design aren’t 
just words at EAGLE INDUSTRIES—they are a way 
of producing tried and proven nylon products for 
professionals. Our nine years of manufacturing 
experience are put into every product we sell, like 
holsters, gear bags, rifle cases, mag pouctv 
es, slings, and our new PRO SHOOTERS 
BAG. Our designs begin with the best 
materials-closed cell foam padding that 
won’t become water soaked, welded 
“D” rings, mil. spec, hardware and 
famous YKK zippers for dependable 
access. Whatever your needs we 
can deliver. Call or write for our 
new catalog at $1.00 which is 
refundable with your first 
order. Also ask about our 
custom design shop for 
contract orders. Dealer 
and police inquiries are 
invited. 


nlimited, Inc. 55 Lincoln St. Louis, M0 63119 314-968-4144 
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COMBAT 
WEAPONCRAFT 





Continued from page 8 


perfectly effective against larger targets out 
to 10 yards, and cheaper and more useful 
against small game than buckshot. 

All good and bad arguments on the sub¬ 
ject of rifle calibers aside, it makes no sense 
to stock the third element of your arsenal 
— the high-velocity rifle — in a cartridge 
you may not be able to get. In your opin¬ 
ion, .45-70 or 7mm Mag or .30-’06 may 
be the only real rifle cartridge, but consider¬ 
ing that the military has greater stocks of 
5.56mm than anything else, you are mak¬ 
ing a bad choice if your survival rifle is in 
any other caliber. 

Although the Ruger Mini-14 is cheaper, I 
believe the AR-15 is more rugged and 
more reliable, and therefore a better buy. 
Also, its appearance is more threatening 
than the Mini-14’s, and emotional impact is 
often as important as foot-pounds in pre¬ 
venting a fight. For those concerned with 
much-publicized M16 fouling problems, 
the semiauto-only civilian AR-15 would 
fire so few rounds in any confrontation that 
fouling wouldn’t be a problem. 

A big-bore rifle for sniping or game or a 
pistol is entirely optional. Pistols are 
relatively expensive, and good ones are 
more so. A pistol is a back-up weapon for 
the well-armed survivalist. If you can afford 
it, get it. The same applies to the big-bore 
rifle, since, though useful, ammo may be 
scarce, and it’s one more thing to carry. 

The 10/22, M-870 and AR-15 were se¬ 
lected not only for price and reliability, but 
because they are good investments. The 
working-class gun buyer can’t ignore that. 
Both in money and security, this bargain 
battery is an investment in the future.^ 


SHOULDER HOLSTER 

Our .45 Auto Shoulder Holster 


1 


is made of fine saddle leather. 
Leather shoulder strap is 
adjustable. This versatile 
holster works very well 
with numerous other 
handguns, including 
the 9mm Luger and 
.38 automatic. 
Money back guarantee. 
Write for our free 1983 
catalog containing 
hundreds of hard-to■ 
find outdoor items, 
$ 1 2 95 many exclusive 

PPd. with us. Satisfac¬ 

tion guaranteed. 
Dept. J-43 
P.0. Box ;m. Chapel Hill. N.C. 27514 . 





GENUINE Gl 
JUNGLE BOOT 


SIZES 7-14 &N, R, W, X-W, 



MASTER CHARGE. VISA, COD’S accepted. 
Send for our tree 9 page price list of other 
government surplus including camouflague 
fatigues. 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 

ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS.. INSURED. 



For a free brochureontheHARDCORPS 
line of body armor contact 


FOR THE FIRST TIME 
IN 400 YEARS... 

llte common fnolso Idler 
can be equipped with 
i practical body arrow 
which will slop 
the standard weapons 
of an opposing loreel 


THE BODY ARMOR ENTIRELY NEW 
IN COHCEPT AND CONSTRUCTION 


SECOND CHANCE 



N/ 


Box 57BSF • Central Lake. Ml 49622 U.S.A. 
TWX 810-291-1950 



CI.S. Naval Weapons 

by Norman Friedman 

The first reference to include every significant weapons 
system employed by the CIS. Navy, from the birth of the 
“New Navy" in 1833 to the present day. For each gun, 
missile, mine, or torpedo, detailed specifications are 
tabulated and backed by an authoritative discussion of 
why the weapon was developed and how it functioned 
in service 

(IS. Naval Weapons views each weapon within the 
context of its tactical, political, or economic origins. To 
complete the picture, the author has included 300 illustra¬ 
tions and supplemental descriptions of the essential 
support electronics such as fire control systems, radars, 
sonars, and other sensors 

1983.256 pages. 300 illustrations Index. List price; $24.95 


BOOK ORDER DEPARTMENT U.S. Naval Institute, Annapolis, MD 21402 SX 


Yes! Send me _copy(ies) of G.S. Naval Weapons (735-6) at $24.95 each. 


□ I have enclosed my check or money order for $_, including $._for 

postage and handling. (Postage & handling is $1.75 for orders up to $15.00, $2.50 for 
orders of $15.01 to $30.00, and $3.25 for orders of $30.01 or more. Please add 5% 
sales tax for delivery within the State of Maryland.) 


□ Bill me 
Acct* _ 


□ Charge my □ 

--Exp. date 



Signature (Credit card & Bill me charges not valid unless signed) 

Name 


Address... . _ 


City, State _Zip . 


Wee subject to change 



APRIL/83 


SOLDIISIl OF FORTUNE 79 


































BACK 

ISSUES 

*No. 1-SUMMER 75: U.S. Vietnam Vets Attempt 
To Fight For Saigon; CIA Assassination Of Trujillo; 
Col. Hoare & His Mercs in Angola. 

*No. 2—SPRING 76: War in Angola; Special Forces 
Desert Training; Cuban Invasion Plot. 

*No.3-SUMMER 76: Hearst’s PR Dept. Behind ’54 
Guatemalan Revolt; Mad Dog Callan: Merc Runs 
Amuck; Challenge of Deep Sea Diving. 

*No. 4—FALL 76: Vietnam Vet First American KIA 
in Angola; SOF Interviews CIC of Rhodesian Army; 
American Merc in Israel. 

*No. 5—WINTER 77: Ralph Thorsen: Modern Boun¬ 
ty Hunter; Terror in Beirut — An Inside Look At 
The PLO; SOF Interviews Sir Robert Thompson. 
*No. 6—SPRING 77: SOF Recon: Action in South 
Africa; NRA Survival School; Paramedics in 
Guatemala. 

No. 7—SEPT. 77: American Merc Destroys Cuban 
Espionage Ring; SAC Errors in VN Airwar Opera¬ 
tion, Part 1; Rhodesia: "Castle Keep.” 

*No. 8—NOV. 77: South African Army Prepares for 
War; Israeli Defense Force; SOF Interviews Mike 
Echanis; SAC Errors in VN, Part 2. 

No. 9—JAN. 78: Africa Is Burning; A Professional 
Soldier Evaluates CIA-Cuban Exile Ops; Freelanc¬ 
ing In Cambodia. 

No. 10—MARCH 78: Bounty Hunting In Africa; Tet 
’68: American Media Interpretations, Ranger in Ac¬ 
tion in Saigon; Grey’s Scouts Ride Again. 

*No. 11—MAY 78: Mercs’ Togo Assassination Try; 
Thai Army General Speaks Out; Cubans Torture 
U.S. POWs in Vietnam. 

No. 12—JULY 78: French Foreign Legion Today, 
Part 1; H&K Assault Rifle; South African Comman¬ 
dos. 

*No. 13—SEPT. 78: French Foreign Legion Today, 
Part 2; SOF Interviews Cambodia’s President-in- 
Exile; Mike Echanis: Hands vs. Guns. 

No. 14—NOV. 78: French Foreign Legion Today, 
Part 3; ST-23 Fighting Knife; SWAT In Action; 
South African Strike Into Angola. 

No. 15—JAN. 79: Jeff Cooper’s “Gunsite”; SOF 
Interviews Gen. John K. Singlaub; SOF Rides with 
Rhodesia’s Armored Corps. 

No. 16—FEB. 79: In Memoriam: Mike Echanis; 
Dynamite Combat Custom .45 Auto; French 
Foreign Legion Update. 

No. 17—MARCH 79: U.S. Navy SEALs, Part 1; SOF 
Jumps With Confederate Airborne; Colorado NG 
Shows Regulars How. 

No. 18—APRIL 79: U.S. Navy SEALs, Part 2; Tom¬ 
my Gun; Rhodesian Ranch Security; W.E. Fair- 
bairn: Grandfather of SWAT. 

No. 19—MAY 79: SMG vs. Pistol; AK-47 & Its 
Variations; Soviets Salute SOF. 

No. 20—JUNE 79: Death in the Night in Vietnam; 
Col. “Bull” Simons Engineers Iranian Jailbreak; 
OPFOR: The Friendly Enemy. 

No. 21—JULY 79: BATF Gestapo; Combat Track¬ 
ing Techniques; Fighting for Keeps; My Fight 
Against Fidel, Part 1. 

No. 22—AUG. 79: Mad Mike’s Mercs in the Congo; 
Saigon: The Toughest Beat in the World; My Fight 
Against Fidel, Part 2. 


No. 23—SEPT. 79: World Practical Pistol Cham¬ 
pionship; Duel of Master Snipers; South African 
Motorcycle Troops. 

No. 24—OCT. 79: White Devil of Mozambique; 
Sidewinder SMG; Contact Lenses for Shooters. 
No. 25—NOV. 79: Chopper Jobs; Nicaragua: The 
End; In Memoriam: Col. “Bull” Simons; Return to 
Parris Island. 

No. 26—DEC. 79: Korean Combat of Nerves; SOF 
Staffer with Border Patrol; Zimbabwe-Rhodesia: 
State of the Nation; Strategist Plots WWIII. 

No. 27—JAN. ’80: Stakeout: Rizzo’s Raiders; Field 
Gear Needs Face Lift; Cobray School. 

No. 28—FEB. ’80: Shootout: .45 vs 9mm; Only U.S. 
POW to Escape during SE Asian War; Soviet Black 
Berets. 

No. 29—MARCH ’80: Soviet Nuclear Plans; West 
Germany’s GSG 9; Will New Volunteer Army 
Fight? 

No. 30—APRIL ’80: Texas Airborne NG; Interview 
with Afghan Rebel Leader; Angolan Border Fire 
Fight. 

No. 31—MAY ’80: Khe Sanh: No Dien Bien Phu; 
Kings of the Khyber Rifles; Beside Bokassa; 
Africa’s Bushman Battalion. 

No. 32—JUNE ’80: Vietnam Delta Ambush; Wolf 
Pack Skipper; RSA’s Cuban Killer. 

* No. 33—JULY ’80: MGs for Rent; Vietnam: Why We 
Went, Why We Didn’t Win; SOF Takes a Dive. 

‘No. 34—AUG. ’80: Gunfight at Fort Hustler, RVN; 
SOF: Contact in Rhodesia; Marine Desert War Ex¬ 
ercises. 

No. 35—SEPT. ’80: Assignment Afghanistan; In 
Cuban Waters; SAS Dares and Wins. 

No. 36—OCT. ’80: Jihad in Afghanistan; Soviet 
Special Forces; Shot in the Heart. 

No. 37—NOV. ’80: SMGs Find Home on the Range; 
Bringing Smoke on SWAPO; Stunt Pilot’s Pilot. 
No. 38—DEC. ’80: Vietnam: Howard’s Hill; Moroc¬ 
co’s Desert War; Ruger’s Mini-14; Beware Auto 
Sear Kits. 

No. 39—JAN. ’81: Sharpshooting with Chairman 
Jeff; Anatomy of a Combat Knife; Cambodia: 
Journey into Hell. 

No. 40—FEB. ’81: AK-74; Hanoi’s Hit List; 
Recruiting Scams; SOF Convention Report. 

No. 41—MARCH ’81: Morocco's Murderous 
Marauders; Cold Weather Operations; Escape & 
Evade from Angola. 

No. 42—APRIL ’81: Afghanistan’s Winter War; SAS 
at War in Malaya; Betrayal in North Korea. 

No. 43—MAY ’81: Sex & Psywar; Marine Recon; 
SOF Staffer Inside Afghanistan. 

No. 44—JUNE ’81: SOG Special; POWs/MIAs in SE 
Asia; The Punch for the Crunch. 

No. 45—JULY ’81: Making War Movies; Angola: 
The War The World Forgot, Part 1; Vietnam Ex¬ 
perience. 

No. 46—AUG. ’81: Angola, Part 2; Ulster Defense 
Regiment; Marine Recon. 

No. 47-SEPT. ’81: SOF Tests the Uzi; A Day With 
Nicaragua’s Jackals; Red Trail in Africa. 

No. 48—OCT. ’81: South Africa’s Boys in the Bush; 
USMC Gears Up for the Future; U.S. Army Ranger 
School. 

No. 49—NOV. ’81: The War in El Salvador; Our Man 
in Beirut; IPSC Nationals. 

No. 50—DEC. ’81: “Rebel” in Rhodesia; French 
Foreign Legion; Nightmares from ’Nam. 

No. 51—JAN. ’82: Laos — The War That Never 
Ended; To Russia With Love; Leatherwood SMG. 


80 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


APRIL/83 



«&* 


COHlHG 

SV31 

MAG 


thp ^ 


- — ^ ta, x if,! ■ 

« The JoarMl Qt Proi«*km*l Adi _^ 


JHE BOV« 

sags* 

BUSH s 
ftuS^o-arc 

^a® 


SlSSRStt 


pw* i 


No. 52—FEB. ’82: Thailand’s Battle Road; 1981 
SOF Convention; Killing for Mother Russia; 
USSR’s Awesome AGS-17. 

No. 53—MARCH ’82: Seychelles Merc Fiasco; 
H&K G-11 Caseless Gun; 1981 SOF Shoot; SOF In¬ 
terviews Israel Galili. 

No. 54—APRIL ’82: Rough & Ready Army Rangers; 
Capt. Dring's Private Navy; Vinnell’s Saudi Arabian 
National Guard. 

No. 55—MAY ’82: Battles Beyond Angola’s Border; 
Leatherwood’s State-of-the-Art Scope; Air Assault 
into LZ Hell. 

No. 56—JUNE ’82: FN FAL; Alexander Solzhenit¬ 
syn Speaks Out; SOF Uncovers Sidearm Snafu. 
No. 57—JULY ’82: Make Mine M14; Soviet Sur¬ 
rogates at U.S. Army National Training Center; 
USAF Spectre. 

No. 58—AUG. ’82: American Merc in Lebanon; 
SOF Looks at M249 SAW; SOG in Cambodia. 

No. 59-SEPT. ’82: SOF Looks at CETME MG82; 
Southern Philippines’ Shadow War; Spanish 
Foreign Legion. 

No. 60—OCT. ’82: Death on Africa’s Skeleton 
Coast; Ballots and Bullets in El Salvador; SOF’s 
Thai Balloon Jump. 

No. 61—NOV. ’82: SOF Inside Afghanistan; M16 
and Military Marketeering. 

No. 62—DEC. ’82: SBS and SAS in the Falklands; 
Lebanon — The War Nobody Won; Afghanistan 
Update. 

No. 63—JAN. ’83: South West Africa Update; Life 
and Times of Hilaire du Berrier; Taiwan’s Tunnel 
Vision. 

No. 64—FEB. ’83: SOF Fires AGS-17; Gringo in El 
Salvador’s Bush; Britain’s Gurkhas. 

No. 65—MARCH ’83: Peru’s Weird Warriors; SOF 
Convention ’82; Viet Vet Salute. 

•Available only in reprint edition. 


IF! « 7 " SOF Penetrai 

Jliy Seerecy Surrounding Spec 
^ Operations Group ]„ |. E * 


ORDER FORM 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES — $5.00 EACH 

(COVERS POSTAGE and HANDLING) 

I ENCLOSE CHECK/MONEY ORDER FOR $_ 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS __ 

CITY_ 

STATE_ZIP_ 


D # 1 □#2D#3D#4n#5D#6n#7a#8n#9 

□ #10 □ #11 □ #12 □ #13 □ #14 n #15 □ #16 □ #17 □ #18 

□ #19 □ #20 □ #21 □ #22 a #23 D #24 □ #25 #26 □ #27 

□ #28 Q #29 D #30 G #31 □ #32 □ #33 0 #34 □ #35 □ #36 

□ #37 □ #38 □ #39 □ #40 □ #41 O #42 D #43 □ #44 #45 

□ #46 D #47 D #48 □ #49 □ #50 □ #51 □ #52 □ #53 □ #54 

□ #55 a #56 □ #57 □ #58 □ #59 □ #60 □ #61 □ #62 □ #63 

U #64 □ #65 


RETURN TO: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES 
P.O. BOX 693, DEPT. SF-58, BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 


APRIL/83 


SOLDIFIl OF FOUT1JNE: 81 














The Golden Rule 
of History — 


t^Tose who 
have the weapons 
make the rules. " 


Send $2— for COBRA's catalog. 

I REFTTNHABLK lit ORDER) 


3Lofi**iofuU Stytuionolt . 


SHAW SHOOTS 

Continued from page 59 


“dead Russian” to shoot the stop 
plate (six-inch metal square five 
yards away). 

Bill Brooks, SOF Convention Di¬ 
rector, spared no expense to make 
the pistol match a unique event. 
Working with Eric Johnson of Col- 
lias-Lawing’s gun store in Charlotte, 
Brooks obtained authentic Russian- 



CLOSED OPEN 


Fill Your Fist With This! 

DEVASTATING COMMANDO LOCKBLADE 

• Opens faster than a switchblade - with one hand - LEGALLY! 

• Heavy-duty quality construction 

• 440 stainless steel 

• 5 V 2 ” closed 

• Also available in non-slip matt black handle (COMMANDO II) or matt 
black handle with black teflon coated blade (NIGHTSTALKER) 

ONLY $18.95 + $2.00 postage/handling 

La. res. add 6% sales tax 

(add $1.50 for COMMANDO II and $2.25 for NIGHTSTALKER) 
Send Cash, Check or Money Order to: 

SOUTHERN SALES 

Dept. S/130 Midway Dr. / River Ridge, Louisiana 70123 
Allow 4 weeks for personal checks to clear 
Check local ordinances before carrying concealed 


1*1 

MilArm Co Ltd 

10922-97 St., Edmonton, Alberta 
Canada T5H 2M5 

Paladin, Desert, DBI, Choate 
Assault Systems, Feather, Valor, 

S & K, B-Square, Falcon, 

Mac 10 & 11, Combat Equipment 
Sales, H & K, Colt, Ruger, FN, 
Survival Food, Nordac, Mountain 
House Foods, Anite, Armament 
Systems, Gerber. Commando Arms, 
Brigade Quartermaster, Defence 
Technology, Leatherwood Charley’s 
Militaria, Wooley Brothers, Navy 
Arms, Lone Star Ordnance, Perry’s 
Ammo sling. Plus Collector Arms 
Large Illustrated Catalogue $3.00 

Mail Order Only 

For convenience, calls accepted 
6 P.M. - 9 P.M. Tues. & Thurs., 
10 A.M. -5 P.M. Sat. 

Ph. (403) 424-5281 



Black Combat Fatigues 


Coat-4 pocket, made to mditafy 
specs, fabric similar to Woodland 
in texture, SM-XL... $26.50 
Trou*er*-6 pocket style, 50-50 
blend, with cargo pocket on leg, 
made to mil. specs., pull tab at 
waist and drawstring for blous¬ 
ing, Sm-XL. reg and long 
lengths. .526.50 
Utility Cap-Baseball style, black 
sailcloth, w/reinforced front and 
mesh back, one size fits 
all. S4.50 

SWAT cap-Solid black cotton, 
similar to SWAT caps, adj. tab, 
one size fits all.. $5.00 
NIGHTSTALKER ASSAULT LOAD: 


Suspenders, black LC-1 
style. ..$11.50 

Equipment Belt, Black nylon LC-1 
type.. $9.50 

Compass/1 st Aid Pouch, Black 
nylon LC-1 style... $3.00 
Hip Holster, Nice, Black padded 
nylon with current belt hooks, 
snap closure, tie down string, .45 
Auto and similar sized 
weapon. ..$10.50 
Magazine Pouch, Black nylon 
Web, holds two .45 mags., 
velcro closure. ..$9.50 


Magazine Pouch, Black 
nylon w/snap closure, 
specify: Ml 6-30, 

Ml 6-40, or 
.308...$7.50 
Canteen w/Cover, 

Black Plastic Spec. 
Forces issue canteen, 
w/LC-1 style black, 
nylon padded 
cover...$8.50. 

Assault l oad Com¬ 
plete. ..$58,50 


| All items post paid. Prices and availability of merch, 
subject to change without notice. Please include 
I $2.00 handling fee on orders under $25.00, Send 
| check, money order, or VISA/Mas. Chg. number to: 

i GEMINI INDUSTRIES 

Box 20064-F 

1 Oklahoma City, OK 73156 

\ Send $5.00 for complete military surplus catalog. 


issue hat, belt, holster, ammo pouch 
and a pair of jack boots of East Ger¬ 
man issue. (The AK-47 was a fake 
used in the John Wayne movie, The 
Green Berets.) 

John Shaw did it again, running 
the course in 44.24 seconds and 
scoring 90 points for a Comstock of 
2.03 to take the tough match. New 
Zealander Mark Lonsdale scored 98 
points, but had a time of 49.80 sec¬ 
onds for a C-Score of 1.96 to take 
second and Mike Plaxco recorded 
1.87 for third. 

Shaw’s consistent shooting put 
him on top, followed by Bill Rogers, 
Mike Plaxco and defending SOF 
Champ Craig Gifford. Mark Lonsdale 
was fifth and Lynn Schoening sixth. 

Payday for this year’s competitors 
was one for the record books. Shaw 
received $5,000 cash from First 
Place Sponsor Garth Choate of 
Choate Machine and Tool and SOF, 
plus two presentation weapons, a 
trophy and a magnificent gold 
medal. Rogers took home $2,000 
cash from sponsor Heckler & Koch, 
a new H&K-91, trophy and a silver 
medal. Plaxco received $1,600 cash 
from sponsor Beretta, a Beretta 
92SB pistol, trophy and bronze 
medal. All medals were donated by 
Don Wortman of Eagle Enterprises, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Fourth place Gifford received 
$1,300 cash from sponsor Bianchi 
Gunleather, a Colt Mark IV Gold 
Cup, and a medal. Fifth-place Lons¬ 
dale received $1,100 plus a silver 
trophy and Gold Cup .45 from Bian¬ 
chi, and sixth-place Schoening re¬ 
ceived $1,000, an H&K VP70-Z and a 
plaque from Heckler & Koch. 

Individual match winners also re¬ 
ceived awards of cash and merchan¬ 
dise: Pistol-winner Shaw received 
$600 from Rogers Holsters, a Colt 
Mark IV Gold Cup and trophy. Shaw, 
also the shotgun winner, received 
$800 cash from Mossberg, a shot¬ 
gun and a trophy. Rifle winner Rog¬ 
ers received $600 cash from Spring- 
field Armory, M1A1 rifle and trophy. 

Congratulations to the winners 
and to the sponsors who make the 
annual contest the only major Three- 
gun International contest in the 
world. The site for the 1983 Soldier 
Of Fortune Match has not been se¬ 
lected, but you can count on another 
challenging, pace-setting contest. 
For information and an application, 
see the June ’83 issue of SQF.^ 
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CHARLIE BLACK 

Continued from page 30 


down slopes of the Annamite Corder- 
rilla (including Chu Pong Mountain, a 
most unpleasant place) and hiking the 
full length of the An Lao Valley, where 
it could also get interesting. The only 
difference evident at day’s end when the 
rest of us, kid troopers, older sergeants 
and Charlie’s press-corps colleagues, 
slumped down, groaning and easing off 
equipment, was that Charlie’s stubbly 
beard was salt and pepper rather than 
black or blond or red. 

Because he was with the Army, Char¬ 
lie didn’t talk much about his time as a 
Marine Raider but he certainly never 
forgot it. If, by his disdain for danger 
under fire, Charlie didn’t inspire soldiers 
to achieve accomplishments beyond 
themselves, I will kiss your toes in front 
of the courthouse on Sunday and give 
you an hour to draw a crowd. Not that 
the Cav needed much inspiring, ever, 
but I never met one of them who didn’t 
admire and respect Charlie Black. 

Charlie had his limitations as a war 
correspondent. A writer from Newsweek 
once did a story about this unknown 
from a small regional newspaper who 
rapidly became one of the more colorful 
characters in a war full of them. As 
background for the story, this corre¬ 
spondent interviewed some other news¬ 
men who knew and often worked with 
Charlie: Peter Arnett and John Wheeler 
of AP, Joe Galloway and Leon Daniel 
of UPI, and myself among them. All of 
us cautioned the writer that all Charlie 
knew of Vietnam was what the First Cav 
had done, was doing and probably 
would do there. 

He remained blissfully unaware of 
high strategy, political reality and even 
other units: Charlie had only the fog¬ 
giest idea that the Seventh Fleet was in 
the area and all he knew about the Air 
Force was that it occasionally dropped 
bombs in front of the infantry. 

But if someone wanted to know some¬ 
thing about the First Cav or the Central 
Highlands, he needn’t bother to take the 
trouble of getting an interview with 
Harry the Warrant Officer (a nickname 
for Kinnard) or PIOs Chuck Sailor or 
J.D. Coleman; all he had to do was buy 
Charlie a beer. 

One example of Black’s savoir faire 
and indifference to hazardous circum¬ 
stance occurred when both of us got into 
some particularly stupid situation where 
we needn’t and probably shouldn’t have 
been. When the noise abated, the dust 
settled and people began raising their 
heads to look about, a Chieu Hoi Kit 
Carson Scout lying flat on the ground 
next to me pointed with his chin at 
Charlie leaning against a palm tree and 
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chewing a toothpick, Black didn’t look 
scared. He didn’t even look interested. 

The Kit Carson — and they tended to 
be connoisseurs of courage — said: “Is 
Dinky Dau.” There was a certain 
amount of truth to that. 

But now Charlie Black is dead at the 
age of 59. That is too young for Charlie 
to have died. He had too many more 
beers to drink and too many more 
stories to tell, most of which would have 
caused a pained look upon the visage of 
the Patron Saint of Truth and Purity. 

But the wonder of it all is that Charlie 
Black lived long enough to die peaceful¬ 
ly in bed attended by friends and rela¬ 
tives and a doctor rather than a com¬ 
pany medic. How strange that his bones 
weren’t left to whiten amid the coral of 
some Pacific island or on the downslope 
of a cold, barren Korean hill or upon a 
field of fire and futility in Vietnam. 
That, I think, is what Black would really 
have preferred, perhaps what he sought. 


“Wiry. Tough. 
About As Tender as 
Woodpecker Lips” 


by Joe Galloway 

T HEY ought to be raising their glass¬ 
es in a lot of NCO and EM clubs 
around the world this week, saying a 
fond farewell to one of their own — 
Charlie Black. 

Wiry. Tough. About as tender as 
woodpecker lips. A voice scoured and 
rasped by long acquaintance with young 
whisky and old editors. 

I first met Charlie when An Khe was a 
red inudhoie. We bunked together in a 
tent that passed as the PIO shop for the 
1st Cav advance element. 

It was the summer of 1965 and weird 
things were going on. Band concerts and 
the nightly showing of segments of 
“Combat” interrupted by the duty snip¬ 
ers on the next-door mountain. 

My first look at Charlie was when he 
came in off a patrol, packing his M16 
and wearing a growth of whiskers that, 
like Yasser Arafat, he was miraculously 
able to maintain at the four-day level. 
His old-fashioned spotted camouflage 
fatigues contained more holes than 
spots, held together by dried mud. 

We drank some mash and talked some 
trash while Charlie cleaned up after his 
own fashion. I was 23 years old that 
summer and I thought Charlie was four 
years older than God. But it was a 
meeting of Georgia and Texas and an in¬ 
stant friendship. 

For the rest of my life I will be able to 
hear, in that inner ear that plays back 
significant dialogue, Charlie’s voice say¬ 
ing, “Galloway, things are getting dull 
around here. Let’s go find John B. 
Stockton and get in some trouble.” Or 
Hal Moore. Or some other expert at 
finding, fixing and finishing an enemy 
others found happily elusive. 
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Who could forget old Charlie, rolling 
around in the dirt laughing so hard he 
choked while he tried to recount an 
episode involving one of our British col¬ 
leagues who had worn a Browning 9mm 
for months — and how in the cleanup of 
the la Drang thing, he came eyeball to 
eyeball with a wounded NVA officer 
holding a grenade. The Brit unsnapped 
his holster and tried in vain to pull his 
piece. Moss, mold and mud had welded 
the neglected pistol to the leather and he 
couldn’t get it out. A Cav trooper came 
along and dispatched the NVA. Charlie 
trying to mimic the Brit’s accent as he 
hollered, “Somebody kill this chap for 
me. Hurry, old man.” 

Or Charlie proudly recounting his pres¬ 
ence with a 20-man platoon of Lt. Col. 
Stockton’s 1/9 recon battalion when it 
sprang a night ambush on an NVA regi¬ 
ment. Speaking with open admiration of 
how the platoon scooted back to the 
Landing Zone (LZ) and joined up with 
the company just as a highly pissed-off 
NVA unit roared in behind them. And 
how Stockton fed the rest of his battalion 
into the growing fight — inserting Hueys 
into a hot, dark LZ — and then reached 
out and began stealing sizable pieces of 
another commander’s battalion and 
feeding them in too. 

Until the general woke up and found 
that a platoon-sized routine night am¬ 
bush had grown like Topsy and one half 
of his entire brigade was in combat 
without an operational plan to show it 
had all been done by the book in case 
Gen. Westmoreland inquired what the 
hell was going on up there. 

Charlie wrote for the Columbus En¬ 
quirer , the paper read by the wives and 
kids of the men from Ft. Bcnning he 
marched with and wrote about. Unlike 
some who scooted in and scooted out 
and wrote bullshit by the ream, Charlie 
had a permanent constituency he cared 
about. He wrote it responsible, honest 
and truthful. And he was loved by the 
grunts whose story he told in his letters 
to the homefoik. 

I hope God has room for a reporter 
who can shoot in his recon platoon. 5? 
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AFGHAN TUNNEL 

Continued from page 28 


Salang Tunnel was a long, wide, 
roughly-concrete-faced hole blown 
and drilled through the Hindu Kush, 
north of Kabul between Do Shakh 
and Qowl-e-Baghi. Our sources agree 
that it is probably unventilated, but 
there are no doors inside or at the 
ends of the tunnel. Since it was built 
in the recent past, it is probably 
slightly inclined throughout its length 
in order to facilitate drainage and 
convective ventilation. This means 
that gas and fighting are more likely 
explanations than they might seem at 
first glance. 

SOF Soviet Analyst David Isby 
tends to discount the gas story, since 
the Russians regard chemicals as 
special weapons demanding special 
care and specially trained troops, 
much like tactical nuclear weapons. 
Isby says the Soviet Army manuals 
for the handling of chemicals require 
separate transport by specialist chem¬ 
ical troops. On the other hand, secur¬ 
ity demands of Afghan military 
transport may impose certain condi¬ 
tions of size and armament on a col¬ 
umn that could not be conveniently 
satisfied by a chemical unit alone. 

There are enough reports of firing 
from inside the tunnel that it is 
reasonable to assume that fighting 
broke out between the Afghan Army 
and Soviet troops as they tried to 
escape from whatever was killing 
them in the tunnel. Trying to shoot 
one’s way out would seem a good 
idea in case of general panic. 

The scenario that begins to develop 
is this: Intentionally or fortuitously a 
fuel tanker exploded in the Salang 
Tunnel when a military supply col¬ 
umn composed of Russian and Af¬ 
ghan troops was inside. Security 
troops must be numerous in the 
Salang Tunnel area, since the tunnel 
is vital to transport and communica¬ 
tion and a major power station is 
very close to it. 
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The tunnel's portals must have 
been blocked when the tanker went 
up, but it is important to note that 
this would have meant that troops 
and, perhaps, a tank might have 
moved to contain the disturbance in 
the tunnel. Men must have begun dy¬ 
ing immediately, as burning fuel ran 
down the tunnel, igniting other ve¬ 
hicles and burning up available ox¬ 
ygen. If there were chemical weapons 
in the train, troops inside the tunnel 
must have begun thinking about their 
own welfare at this point. It seems, 
from the mortality rate, that some¬ 
thing was killing soldiers in large 
numbers. 

As men began to fail, their com¬ 
rades must have attempted to escape, 
finding troops — probably KGB se¬ 
curity forces — between them and 
safety. There are reports of tension 
between the Afghan Army and Soviet 
troops. Additionally, government 
convoys move through Afghanistan 
on continuous alert, and many in the 
tunnel must have been certain the ex¬ 
plosion meant an ambush. Fear of 
chemicals, friction between Soviets 
and Afghans and ambush regimen all 
must have combined to start most of 
the troops firing immediately. 

As all this was going on inside the 
Salang Tunnel, the security forces 
blocking the openings would have 
been derelict had they allowed any¬ 
one out of the tunnel while firing was 
heard. Their job was to contain the 
fighting until the problem was iden¬ 
tified and stabilized. 

Communication and control must 
have been difficult to establish in the 
crowded and, probably, darkened 
tunnel. Even with a small amount of 
chemical munitions in the convoy, 
had those containers been damaged 
in the explosion or consequent fires 
or collisions, it is easy to imagine 
nearly everyone in the tunnel would 
have died from either small-arms fire 
or chemicals before the tunnel could 
have been reopened.5? 



BERET & INSIGNIA 

TOP QUALITY RED 
BERET made to U.S. Gov’t specifica¬ 
tions $13.00 postpaid SOF COLORED 
ENAMELED INSIGNIA $7.00 post¬ 
paid. Specify beret size. 

SOF EXCHANGE — P.O. Box 687 
— Boulder CO 80306 


IN REVIEW 

Continued from page 10 


magnificent job in portraying this contro¬ 
versial general who was either loved or de¬ 
tested by those who served under or with 
him. The play is given further authenticity 
by the fact that the U.S. Army has on loan 
to the troupe Patton’s old uniforms and 
other mementos. 

The actor said in an interview, “A 
former agent of mine [producer Radam] 
found out about the role and brought me 
the play. But before taking it on, I did 
some long soul-searching. I wondered 
how audiences these days might react to a 
character like Patton. But I needn’t have 
worried. Audiences seem to find it re¬ 
freshing to listen to a man who wouldn’t 
duck the truth, who would tell everything 
straight from the shoulder as he saw it.” 

Patton anecdotes range from the flip¬ 
pant to recollections of the furious fights 
he had with Ike and Montgomery over 
conduct of the war — but not with Chief 
of Staff George C. Marshall: “He was a 
soldier. He knew what it was all about. 
Marshall never held me back.” 

The company will begin an extended 
U.S. tour this spring. Viewers of this play 
will feel like they are reliving a moment in 
history shared with one of the foremost 
military heroes this country has ever 
known. It is an experience that SOF 
readers should not deny themselves. 
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Continued from page 6 

Fire, The Short Timers, They Wouldn’t 
Let Us Die and Soldier of Fortune. 

But what this letter is really trying to tell 
you is that I agree with Mr. McPeak one 
million percent. It pains my heart to hear 
of the dishonors and ridicule suffered by 
the Vietnam vets. Bat please do not think 
that I feel pity for the Vietnam vet. I have 
the utmost respect for him. 

I’m not really sure why I wrote this let¬ 
ter; I guess I just wanted to let Mr. 
McPeak and all of the other Vietnam vets 
know that there are people out here who 
care, and that we, if not empathize, then 
sympathize with you, your missing and 
killed in action, and your families. 
Sincerely, 

Priscilla K. Singleton 
Lebanon Valley College 
Annville, Pennsylvania 


S ETTING THE 

LABEL STRAIGHT ... 

Sirs: 

In SOF, August ’82, there is an article 
entitled “Lebanon on $3.17 a Day.” In 
this article I wish to point out an incorrect 
fact. Dave McGrady states that because 
all the labels on the Israeli Army rations 
were in Hebrew he could not know the 
contents and further stated that it would 
not pass for dog food. McGrady is a liar. 

Israeli Army ration cans are wrapped 
with a covering with a distinct picture as 
well as the name (in Hebrew) of the con¬ 
tents. Maybe he eats good at home, but 
the meat is goulash or spam and is not in¬ 
ferior quality. So I don’t know what he 
was eating when he was spitting out bone- 
chips and hair, but it was not IDF rations. 

What really made me and the other of¬ 
ficers in the unit laugh is McGrady’s 
“professionalism.” In the picture of him 
atop a Sherman on page 39 he is wearing a 
tank helmet.. .the wrong way round. 

Since this is a good magazine I shall 
subscribe. 

Capt. Leen Idan 
(handwriting unclear), IDF 
Yahad, Israel 

Through McGrady’s ignorance of He¬ 
brew, he may have been mistaken about 
the precise origin of his rations, but we are 
certain he wasn *t lying . Thank you for the 
correction. 

McGrady’s professionalism, though, 
speaks from his record . To translate for 
our foreign audience: Americans consider 
hats worn backwards to be amusing and 
an indicator of the levity of a situation . 

—The Eds. 


M ussolini 

MASCULINITY ... 

Hey, guys, I thought that when you 
published an article you attempted to 
separate the truth from rumor! 

I specifically refer to “The Life and 
Times of Hilaire du Berrier” by Jim 
Graves (SOF, January ’83) which repeats 
one of the older and less possible chest¬ 
nuts about Benito Mussolini. Specifically 
on p. 31, Graves states that one of the rea¬ 
sons for Benny’s invasion of Ethiopia was 
the fact that his father was castrated (!) by 
the Ethiopians when poor Benny was a lit¬ 
tle boy. 

NOT SO. Alessandro Mussolini was an 
itinerant blacksmith without formal edu¬ 
cation, and never served in the Italian Ar¬ 
my, let alone in the colonial forces. There 
were two possible occasions (other than 
minor border skirmishes) where this could 
have occurred — during John IV of Ethi¬ 
opia’s campaign around Saati-Dogali in 
early 1887, or during Menelik II’s reign 
and the Battle of Adawa early in 1896. In 
both cases, contemporary records indicate 
that the Mussolinis were living in Italy, 
and that Alessandro was working as a 
blacksmith or busy writing socialist ar¬ 
ticles and tracts for the local papers. 

Mussolini himself never mentioned the 
castration in any of his writings (see La 
mia vita, Facismo e civilta , and Mio 
fratello Benito) by way of confirmation, 
and certainly such a traumatic event in his 
(and his father’s) life would not have gone 
unmentioned. 

Keep up the good work. 

Robert C. Smith 
Merchantville, New Jersey 
Please excuse our carelessness in not 
identifying that passage as a reflection of 
du Berrier *s impression of contemporary 
folklore during the war. At the time, the 
Alessandro Mussolini castration myth was 
widely believed in Europe. — The Eds. 


C REDIT 
DUE ... 

Sirs: 

I read the story about Gentleman of 
Fortune H. du Berrier (SOF, January and 
February *83) and it was interesting, 

He was lucky to get a Nieuport 52. Me 
and my buddy got Nieuport 28s made in 
1918 and already dry-rotted. Then we got 
a Berget (sic) that looked like a bathtub 

with a two-by-four sticking out- 

Unsigned 
No address 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 
P.S. Interesting about Bert Acosta: He 
still owes me $100 plus about $100,000 in¬ 
terest. 


B ach 

to buck ... 

Sirs: 

I am fascinated by your du Berrier pro¬ 
file (“Gentleman of Fortune,” SOF, Jan¬ 


uary *83). You mention the late “Jimmy 
Bach” in same, with the epilogue nota¬ 
tion: “Returned to America, fate un¬ 
known.” 

In 1940, when France fell and Paris was 
occupied, Jimmy Bach (or “Buck”) came 
here to Salt Lake with his French wife, 
Adrienne. Fortunately the Bachs (Bucks) 
had had capital outside France. 

Jimmy chose Salt Lake for the reason 
that he had lived and worked here, for a 
short time, as a young man before 1914. 
Also, his old “pal” Col. Sweeny (“A Man 
for All Wars,” SOF, May ’82) was here. 

Among the first people to know J. and 

A. in Salt Lake were my late parents (my 
father was a veteran of WWI, in France, 
and my mother a French woman who 
could talk with and interpret for Madame 

B. , who in time learned English beauti¬ 
fully). 

In the WWII years, both J. and A. 
joined the faculty of the University of 
Utah. When I went there in the late ’40s, 
they were quite probably the best-loved 
people on its teaching staff. Arch White- 
house in Legion of the Lafayette tells J.’s 
fate: 

“In February 1959 a man by the name 
of J. James Buck died in the Latter-day 
Saints Hospital in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
He was 74 years of age. Mr. Buck had 
been teaching French at the University of 
Utah for more than 15 years. In his 
obituary it was disclosed that Mr. Buck 
had used the name of Bach during World 
War I when he had been a pilot in the 
French Air Service. He was of Danish des¬ 
cent and had changed his name to the less 
Germanic Buck at the outset of World 
War II. The French Government had 
awarded him the Legion of Honor, the 
Medaille Militaire and the Croix de 
Guerre .” 

About A., who survived him and then 
moved away (some locals say to 
Montreal), no one I know seems to know. 

Congratulations on du B. 

Peter B. Walsh 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
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SOF has also learned that Hubert 
Faun tier oy Julian, “The Black Eagle of 
Harlem , ” listed as fate unknown in our 
January issue, died in New York City in 
1976. — The Eds. 

MEA CULPA 

The problem of squeezing out a long, 
complex article in the short amount of 
time available just before and after the 
SOF Convention is my only explanation 
for the creeping error it is that led to: 

1. My statement that Hilaire du Berrier 
was partially responsible for the rescue of 
four of Billy MitchelTs flyers. Du Berrier 
had said Jimmy Doolittle's flyers and 
William Craig who wrote about du Ber¬ 
ner's role in his book. Fall Of Japan, got 
it right too. Even though my copy of Car- 
roll V. Gline's Doolittle's Tokyo Raiders 
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is only 12 inches in front of my typewriter 
1 got it wrong. 

2. Wehib Pasha being in Mecca during 
World War I. He held Medina, as any 
good T.E. Lawrence fan knows — and I 
am one. The Arabs captured Mecca early 
in the Arab revolt but, for a number of 
reasons, never pressed a serious attack 
against Medina. 

3. And by far the most serious error, as 
du Berrier pointed out in December when 
I stopped off in Monaco after a foray to 
Israel, Lebanon and Egypt was the liberty 
I took with his name. 

Du Berrier was always Berrier, never 
Berry. Du Berrier did use Hal as his first 
name, rather than Harold, his given 
name, and added the “du,” — which 
merely means from — which had been 
dropped by his father. When he went to 
France he convinced the French that Hal 
was a diminutive for Hilaire, because he 
hated Harold. The Hilaire also helped 
because he was trying to convince a 
French official that his father had been 
born in France, which would have given 
du Berrier the right to join the French Air 
Force. He never got in as the official went 
to some trouble researching the 
American's background and discovered it 
was his grandfather who had emigrated 
from France to America. 

Du Berrier was aghast when he saw 
himself surnamed Berry: “My enemies 
will seize on that and I'll never live it 
down. The only thing you could have 
done that would have been worse was to 


LOG HOME SALES 
SKY-ROCKET 

1 BILLION DOLLARS 
IN LOG KIT SALES 
PROJECTED FOR 1983 

Manufacturer taking applications for 
a dealer in this area. Dealer can 
average $4,500 on a log kit sale 
alone . 

— FEATURING — 

• 8” solid, uniform, treated logs 

• Flat or round interior walls 

• Hand-hewn exterior look 

• Custom, commerical and contem¬ 
porary buildings available 

• Protected territory 

• Two-day free training school 

• Now introducing to the industry 
pre - assembled log walls (1-day 
shell erection on most models) 

UNLIMITED Income Potential 

— REQUIREMENTS — 

• Must be capable of purchasing a 
$15,600 model home (2200 sq. ft.) 

• Meet our high standards 

• Desire to succeed 

Call Mr. Blade COLLECT for an ap¬ 
plication (704) 932-0137. Yesteryear 
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make me a Bulgarian. ” 

The wrong name crept in because of a 
poorly written note about du Berrier's 
ancestors and their reason for leaving the 
province of Berry in France. 

In the 16th and 17th centuries French 
Protestants, called Huguenots, battled 
with the majority Catholics all over 
France but particularly in the Loire Valley 
area, which the province of Berry (the 
Catholic version) or Berri (the Huguenot 
version) is near. When the French Catho¬ 
lic kings started executing the Huguenots 
in lots, du Berrier's ancestor, a Huguenot, 
elected to move. 

For that error I extend my most sincere 
apology to Hilaire du Berrier, a gentleman 
of fortune. — Jim Graves 



ARINE 

DH 4s ... 


Sirs: 

Your December '82 issue as usual is 
great, but your expert on the Sandino 
story, John Hoyt Williams, sure doesn't 
know anything about Marine Corps air¬ 
craft used in that campaign. The photo on 
p. 37 captioned Jenny Biplane shows that. 
These aircraft are DeHavilland DH 4s, the 
USMC's powerhouse recon-bomber of 
that period, not Curtis JN4 (Jennys). 

This is maybe no big thing but it does 
make one wonder if the rest of the story is 
badly researched. 

The plane in the early model had the 
petrol tank between the pilot and observer 
(gunner). This plane was also used in the 
First World War by both the British and 
American squadrons. 

Frank F. Conley 
Carmel Valley, California 

The DH 4s were misidentified as a cut¬ 
line mix-up; Williams does know the dif¬ 
ference, but we are grateful for the cor¬ 
rection. — The Eds. 


L egacy 

FOR PROJECT FREEDOM ... 

Sirs: 

My wife, Denise, and I intend to con¬ 
tribute as much as possible to the worth¬ 
while organizations featured in your fine 
magazine. We have contributed previous¬ 
ly to PMRS. We are now pleased to en¬ 
close our company check in the amount of 
$100 payable to Project Freedom — 
Special Fund. You have our heartfelt 
thanks for the work you are doing regard¬ 
ing our POW/MIA situation. 

In addition, we have started an IRA ac¬ 
count with our bank, the proceeds of 
which are payable to the Laotian Freedom 
Fighters Fund in the event of the death of 
my wife and myself. As time and finances 
permit, we will continue to support these 
and other projects as administered by 
Soldier of Fortune. Please feel free to con¬ 
tact us if we may be of service to you in 
any capacity. We remain, as you so aptly 
put it, Going and Doing, 

Capt. N. Beckwith Shannon 
Director, Normandy Ltd. 

Los Olivos, California 
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F rench 
MI As ... 

Sirs: 

After the United States military pres¬ 
ence in Indochina ended, reports surfaced 
that several French POWs (some captured 
at Dien Bien Phu in 1954) left-over from 
France’s colonial involvement in Vietnam 
were released with the American POWs. 

Allegedly, the United States govern¬ 
ment quickly debriefed the men before 
shipping them directly back to France. 
And the whole matter was hushed up to 
avoid any confrontation with the M1A- 
POW groups which might say that if 20 
years after the French formally left Viet¬ 
nam, Hanoi still held French POWs, the 
Hanoi government might still hold 
Americans. 

I am surprised with SOF’s involvement 
in the POW-M1A controversy and that 
you have not attempted a follow-up to 
determine whether the above story is true; 
if it is legitimate, why has SOF not tried to 
look up any of these French soldiers to get 
their story? 

Perhaps, more could be brought to the 
public light about the workings of the 
Hanoi government and whether it still 
holds American POWs, or whether the 
French POW story is just another story to 
raise false hopes among the POW-M1A 
families. 

Ralph J. Johnson Ill 
2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment 
P.S. 1 have already sent a check to Project 
Freedom. 

SOF is in the process of following up a 
number of intriguing aspects of the 
PO W/MIA issue , including several of the 
stories regarding French POWs. “The 
French Connection” is one of the more 
difficult stories to track because of time, 
distance , language barriers , etc. If and 
when we can print a story which we know 
to be true we will. — The Eds. 

T wo-class 

PRACTICAL MATCHES ... 

Sirs: 

Regarding the comments of Bill Guthrie 
(“Practical Shooting: Practical Guns?*’, 
SOF, January ’83, p. 56), that same ques¬ 
tion is frequently debated here in Canada. 
Oddly enough, the main proponents of 
the all-out target /gam esman approach are 
the members of the “old guard” who col¬ 
lectively welcome and endorse any and all 
technological gadgetry so long as it helps 
them do one thing — win! All pretext con¬ 
cerning the practicality or suitability of 
guns in a duty application has effectively 
gone by the board. 

By and large, the same can be said of 
many of the courses of Fire at “practical” 
matches. The handgun, hitherto thought of 
as suitable weaponry in a defensive role, is 
frequently applied in a role more suited to 
offensive armament such as shotguns, 
assault rifles and submachine guns. 

Perhaps the time is right for a change of 
format (and perhaps SOF is the vehicle 
best suited for instituting such a change) 
in practical shooting. Why not establish 


two classes of competition at practical 
matches? 

Unlimited or Open Class: Here the sky 
(or your budget) is the limit and there 
would be no restrictions on sights, barrel 
length, accessories, gadgets and holsters. 
This would be the proving ground for 
high technology and the arms industry. 

Duty or Service Class: This would be 
the domain of the “martial artist,” the 
serviceman, policeman or soldier of for¬ 
tune. Weapons would be strictly duty or 
issue type with minor concessions as to 
sights, safety, trigger and grips. Other 
than that, the gun is in an out-of-the-box 
configuration. The same strict regimen 
would apply to holsters, which would 
have to be of duty or issue configuration 
or easily defined as such under simple 
guidelines. 

Both would continue to meet the cur¬ 
rent ammunition requirements but there 
would be slight variations in the courses of 
fire to allow a “tactical” approach to be 
taken by the Duty Class competitors. It 
would be interesting to compare the 
results of such a competition. 

We can continue to spin our wheels go¬ 
ing nowhere with this ongoing debate or 
we can do something to preserve and put 
back the practicality in practical shooting. 
How about it? 

Regards, 

D.T. Birch 

Past Coordinator 

1PSC British Columbia, Canada 


R akkasans 

REUNITE ... 

Sirs: 

1 served as a paratrooper with the 187th 
“Rakkasans” during the Korean War and 
would appreciate your help now. The 
187th Airborne Regimental Combat 
Team, known as the “Rakkasans,” the 
only Regimental Parachute Combat Team 
to fight and serve in that war, has recently 
formed an association. They are conduct¬ 
ing a campaign to locate all former “Rak¬ 
kasans” and members of Airborne/Rang¬ 
er companies. 

Please have them contact Robert F. Gil¬ 
bert, National Membership Coordinator, 
3657 Irwin Way, Columbus, GA 31906, 
phone: (404) 687-6027 for details of the 
association, as well as details about the 
reunion. 

Robert F. Gilbert 9? 
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Shark Island, Inc... 90 

Silent Partner.15 

Southern Sales ...82 

Sportsman Specialties. .83 

Spyderco.70 

Techniplan.74 

Tiffin International ..76 

Timberwolf.67 

USI Corporation.85 

U.S. Optics.13 

Valley Surplus. 79 

Valor Sports. 75 

Wells Creek Knife and Gun Works.90 

Westbury Sales Company. 84 

Winona Sportswear Inc.84 

Yesteryear Log Homes. ,90 


Final* available" GENUINE Gl 

.Jungle Hats 


Genuine Government Issue“Boonie"Hats. 

The real thing,brand new, complete 
with brass screened eyelets. * 
nylon cartridge holder, hat band 
and chin strap Choose between 

Lett PtnerR camouflage, Gl rtp- 
itap, 100% cotton as used in Viet 
nam. Genuine Gl $14 00/each 



The following iungle hats are our . . 
tmest quatity commercially made "' 
Woodland Pattern tamo, army’i c °P*es at $6 50/each Select ( ) 


latest issue; 50% cotton/50% 
nylon, Genuine Gl St 2 25/each 
Oeierl Tan camouflage, |us< 
issued to the U S Rapid Deploy 
meni forces 50% cotton/50% 
nylon. Genuine Gl $14 00/each 


Leaf Camouflage Pattern t j 
Tiger Stripe Camouflage Pattern ! 
Olive Drab Green (00) 

Desert Tan {) 

Specify size: ( ) 

S (7); M (7KQC L (7VQ; XL (7%). j > 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED Orders Shipped Within 24 Hpu-s ffr 
q Add Shipping — $1 50 for lirsl item; S 75 per item thereaftei ^ 

□Camouflage Collection catalog featuring cloth, netting. CC 
n clothing, bags, jackets and much more - $ 1 , 00 /each 3 

S KAUFMAN’S WEST ARMY-NAVY GOODS Q 
Dept. A-34 504 YALE SE. ALBUQUERQUE, NNI 87106 
'OLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 - CALL 2* 


SUPPORT 

SOF 

ADVERTISERS 


THE COLT .45 AUTO PISTOL . $6.30 BR. HI-POWER .$5.50 I 
INGRAM MAC-10 S5.50 Ml CARBINE.. $8,751 

WAL. P-38.$8.50 IH -1 GAR, $3 53 | 

AR-15, M-16 AND M-16A1 (5.56mm Fimas) $8.73 ■ 

G3 (Fully Auto HK 911 $9.CG | 

HK 33 (Fully Auto HK 93) $3.00 ■ 

The most comprehensive, best illustrated manuals for the use, ■ 
maintenance and repair of these effective weapons. 


3- 


SILENCERS 

Silencers from the Home Workshop . $ 8.95 ■ 

Silencers, For Hand Firearms $11.95 I 

Silencers, Snipers & Assassins, $ 19,95 ■ 

Home Workshop Silencers f . $ 1 4.CC I 

Firearms Silencers .$ 9.95 ■ 

The Quiet Killers I .SB 00 I 

— ThB Quiet Killers II. , $ 6 00 * 

B " Silencers! Report 1696 $14.95 I 

Silencer Patents Vol. Ill...... $17.00 M 

I Money order or credit card only. In store or by mail. Catalog | 
Z S2.Q0. SURVIVAL BOOKS, Attn Hans, 11106 Magnolia Blvd., | 
■ North Hollywood, CA 91601, (213) 763-0804. I 


FREE 

AFGHANISTAN 


BOYCOTT ALL* FOREIGN PRODUCTS 


¥ KEEP AMERICA* WORKING! 

-K E PLURiBUS UNUM * , IfW » ‘ » 

ALL AMERICAN BUMPER STICKER 

• Just ask a steel worker in Pittsburgh or an 
auto worker in Detroit. 

• Help keep Americans working. 

• All vinyl; red, white and blue; 3% x 15 inches. 

Mail to: Sally’s Survival Outfitter, Dept. X, 6780 
Fallona Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89115 

□ One All American Bumper Sticker, $3.50. 

□ Two for $6.00 

□ For free self-sufficiency products and 
freeze dried food catalogs. 

NAME _ 

STREET_ 

CITY_ 

STATE ZIP 
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CLASSIFIED 



CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - $1.00 per word per Inser¬ 
tion — $20.00 minimum. Personals 500 per word — 
$10.00 minimum. Copy must be accompanied by remit¬ 
tance. Insertion will not be made without payment. In¬ 
clude name and address in counting number of words. 
FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 - 3 words; Boulder, Colo¬ 
rado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as 
A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphen¬ 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. Please type or print all ads. We do not furnish 
proofs. All ads MUST be received by the 15th of the 
fourth month preceding cover date. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee MUST send a sample of 
packet. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE AD¬ 
VISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE¬ 
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OF¬ 
FERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR. 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence newsletter on 
terrorism, communist subversion, covert activities. 
$12.00 year, $15.00 overseas. Sample $2.00. 540 Charles 
SI., Aurora, !L 60506. (78) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival 
gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., P.O. Box 1062, Oak 
Park, IL 60304. (72) 

MILITARY MED/Tls and decorations bought/sold/trad¬ 

ed. Current list 50c; subscription 1 year $4.50. VERNON, 
Box 387SF, Baldwin, NY 11510. (69) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1.00 to ACE 
FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (68) 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With free “Vietnam Photos") 
$2.00. WWIi catalog $2.00. WAR SHOP, Rt.1, Box 154, 
Milford, DE 19963. (75) 

SS AND GERMAN MILITAR1A: World’s biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2.00 (Refundable). KRUPPER, 
Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (70) 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! rncTudes daggers, 

swords, helmets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 bill 
(refundable). DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg. Wl 53012. 
(70)_ 

GERMAN WWII GUN PARTS! Mostly pre-1945 parts and 
accessories for military, personal weapons. Catalogue 
$5.00. WAFFENFABRIK, Box 293, Isanti, MN 55040. (66) 

TATTOOING SUPPLIES: World’s finest tattooing equip¬ 
ment. Over twenty years of reliability. Designs, inks, 
needles, machines, tattoo books, everything for the Tat- 
tooist. Buy where the professionals buy. 76 page color 
catalog $3.00. SPAULDING & ROGERS MFG., Dept. SF, 
Voorheesville, NY 12186. (67) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY - Many unusual, infor- 
mative books on Electronic Surveillance, ‘creative’ 
Locksmithing, Weapons, Investigations, Documents, 
etc. Free Brochures: MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 No. 
Blvd., Flushing NY 11354. (66) 

BE A PROFESSIONAL BONDSMAN! Exciting, lucrative. 
No investment, training, work from home full/part-time. 
Free report: THE BAILBOND GUIDE, Box 802-SF1, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70821 (67) 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big Money, Adventure, 
Learn How. P.O. Box 1132H, Doytestown, PA 18901 (67) 

RARE POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL FILMS on video 
cassettes. Third Reich, Soviet Army and Vietnam Era. 
Send $1.00 (refundable) for illustrated catalog. 
INTERNATIONAL HISTORICAL FILMS, P.O. Box 29035, 
Chicago, IL 60629. (69) 

TIGER STRIPE CAMMO FATIGUES, Rip-Stop cotton, 4 
pocket jacket; 6 pocket pants, $48.00 per suit. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Mastercard & VISA Ac¬ 
cepted! 

EXPLOSIVE MANUALS. Make munitions and booby 
traps from common materials. Catalog $1.00. CASSA- 
DAY. 8690 Aero Drive, Suite M-1B4, San Diego, CA 92123. 
(67) 


.223 AMMO reloaded to military specifications — clean 
— high quality. $75/500; $145/1000. Cashiers Check or 
Money Order. Prepaid to original 48 states. Federal 
Firearms License required. Large quantity on hand for 
immediate delivery. GARVEY'S ENTERPRISE, 2301 
Westridge, Plano, TX 75075. (66) 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG of unusual books on automa¬ 
tic firearms, weaponry, home workshop guns, creative 
revenge, survival plus much more! $1.00. PALADIN 
PRESS, Box 1307-SFX, Boulder, CO 80306. (66) 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl — Commando black or stain¬ 
less steel Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. 
KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept A-84, 504 Yale 
SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

SPECIAL FORCES, AIRBORNE RANGER, Marine Recon, 
Air Cavalry, Pararescue, + more original designs on 
t-shirts, sweatshirts, shorts. Free brochure, send long 
stamped envelope. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept. A-74, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS ... M-1943 Style Wehr- 
macht overseas hat. Only $12.95. Catalogue of pre-1945 
relics $5.00. RELICS, Box 54-D, Braham, MN 55006. (66) 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE — For the clever man of ac- 
tion. Samples $2.00, $13.00/year — $17.00 overseas. 
HORIZONE, Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63301, U.S.A. (69) 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES — 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine!! Toll Free 
ordering and immediate shipment. Send long seif- 
addressed stamped envelope for free brochure. KAUF¬ 
MAN'S ARMY AND NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-94, 504 Yale 
S.E., Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


INTELLIGENCE ... Monthly Intelligence Report and 
Special Reports for Professionals. We cover the world. 
$36.00 per year. A. PAUL, 70 Shadow Lane, Orchard Park, 
NY 14127. (66) 

FREE JAPANESE WWII RELIC ... Weapons, uniforms, 
German and Japanese relics, swords, pistols! Illustrated 
catalogue $5.00. BONUS — Free Japanese WWII relic 
with catalogue! RELICS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (66)_ 

AFRICAN READERS, Attention! Wanted by collector: 
RPD belts and parts; AK-47 magazines; foreign elite and 
paratroop insignia and badges; original foreign cammies 
and web gear — any quantities; will buy or trade for what 
you need. Peter Kokalis, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, 
AZ 85018. (TO)_ 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVER¬ 
SATIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100.00, 
pocket bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder 
$125.00. FM Telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, 
long-range wireless mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper 
beeper set $600.00, sound activated recorder $150.00, 
special listening devices from $50.00, automatic 
recorder switches $40.00, new 1982 catalog $2.00. 
WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen 
Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. (67)_ 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step by step instruc¬ 
tions to make powerful plastic explosives from common 
ingredients. Send money order $10.00 to: FREEDOM 
ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, Springfield, MO 65801. (71) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal 
Gun Laws both $4.00. Police Catalog $2.00. SCHLES- 
SINGER, P.O. Box 882, New York, NY 10150. 

ALASKA HOMESTEADS $1.25 ACRE! Canadian Land 
$1.00 Acre! Repossessed Homes $1.00 plus Repairs! 
Each Report $3.00 all $5.00. HOMESTEAD, P.O. Box 
5741-SOF, Yuma, AZ 85364. (69) 

REGULATION INSIGNIA — all military branches + 
police. All genuine. Over 1000 items including rank, 
wings, badges, miniature medals, NASA patches. Cata¬ 
log $2.00; add $1.00 if 1st class mailing desired. KAUF¬ 
MAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept A-54,504 Yale, SE, Al¬ 
buquerque, NM 87106. 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$5 a month. Not a box number but your own address and 
suite number. Also available — phone number, remail¬ 
ing, mail forwarding and more. All Confidential. For in¬ 
formation enclose a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 
3341 W. Peoria, Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (66) 

FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC - Free original German 
WWII relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German 
flags, uniforms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Il¬ 
lustrated catalog, $5. MILITARIA, Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 
55029. (68) 


CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG - $1.00. Jack¬ 
ets, pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine 
Gl. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-24, 504 
Yale SE, Albuquerque. NM 87106. 

PRIVACY — CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding/Receiv- 
ing. Code name fine, street address, phone available, 
SASE. ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF, O/Jando, 
FL 32860. (70) 

GERMAN SILVER BULLION! Hoard of silver bullion 
bars, bearing infamous German WWII style eagle em¬ 
blem. Investment items! Only $12.95, Three for $35. SIL- 
VER INVESTORS, Box 361-D, Cambridge . MN 55008. (66) 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters 
fast! Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45.00 
complete, ready to use. WYNN ENGINEERING COM¬ 
PANY, 4327 Aspenglen Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 
859-0531. Catalog of related devices, $2.00. (67) 


^ SOF 


TO SUBSCRIBE, RENEW OR 
CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 

□ 1 YEAR $26 

□ 2 YEARS $52 

□ New Subscription 

□ Renewal 

□ Payment enclosed 

□ Address change 

For rates outside the 50 
states of the United States 

WRITE; 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Subscription Dept. 

P.O. Box 31D 
Martinsville, N.J. 08836 
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ARREST Violatorsfj 

TRAIN " n *' J 
FAST 
AT/ 

HQMI 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 



I NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

5 • Your spirit of adventure, danger, and self 
a reliance can lead you to an exciting career 
■'opportunity. Solve mysteries, bring crimi- 
’ nals to justice, protect the innocent. 
Experts guide you every step of the way. 
Men and women needed to work in chal¬ 
lenging situations, withstanding hard¬ 
ships, make on the spot decisions. Learn 
the latest investigative techniques using 

- special law enforcement equip- 

“1 ment...the same equipment used 
I by the FBI, the CIA, and the 
Secret Service. Start your own 
investigative agency. Save up 
to 25% and more on all equip- 
_ ment. Send for free details. 
Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 
. THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training - 
- DEPT. SF304, P.O. Box 2469, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 J 

Rush me your “Detective” Career Kit— 


Wg 

USE v 
SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 

Surveillance Equipment, 
Criminology Kite, Sadgei, 
Brielcais Telephones, Leg 
'Holsters, Lockplck Gum, 
Bullet-Proof Vest*, Infrared 
Night Scones. Rappelling 
Equipment—Plus Much, 
Much Mi 



| Addrati 


-Age- 1 


Clty/Stata/Zip- 


BECOME PROCESS SERVER. Earn $12.00 to $20.00 per 
hour. Business booming! Free Information-decal. PRO¬ 
CESS SERVER, Box 314-F, Boston, MA 02188. (67) 

ESCAPEOLOGY . . Now you can escape bondage from 
ropes and chains in seconds! 60 illustrations. $5.00. N. 
WILSON, Box 224, Hatboro, PA 19040. (68) 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions" for 

making NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and 
the extremely devastating, easy to make, steel burning 
THERMITE incendiary $12.00. All three, $20.00. AMER¬ 
ICAN INDUSTRIES. P.O. Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 
65808. (74) 

SOUTH AFRICA, Tax, immigration law, relocations, 
employment. $5.00 for information package. American 
attorney. WEBSTER, Box 541, Warmbaths 0480, SOUTH 
AFRICA. (69)_ 

BOUNTY HUNTER. Merc, Bodyguard, Armed Escort. All 
jobs considered. Complete discretion guaranteed and 
expected. Contact: THORN, P.O, Box 8, Buffalo, NY 
14212.(65) 

UNUSUAL BOOKS. Locksmithlng, Identification, in- 
vestigatlve methods, self-defense, undercover opera¬ 
tions, survival, police manuals, black market, disappear¬ 
ing, guerrilla war, living free, crime, bugging, spying, 
shadowing, sabotage, hiding contraband, food storage, 
much more! Over 500 titles in huge illustrated catalog. 
$2.00. LOOMPANICS, Box 1197, Port Townsend, Wash¬ 
ington 98368. (70) 

MARKED CARDS - BEST IN THE COUNTRY! Impossi- 
ble to detect I Fully Guaranteed! First Class — postpaid 
delivery!! $8.00 per deck (3 for $21.00 — $72.00 per 
dozen). PENNSYLVANIA SUCCESS, Box 14190, Philadel¬ 
phia, PA 19138. (66) 

CONCEALABLE BODY ARMOR stops the .44 Magnum. 
Weight 2Vi lbs. Free Brochure. Write: SES (SF-6), 60 
Madison Street, Geneva, NY 11456. (68) 

LOCATE MISSING PERSONS: professional, proven se¬ 
crets ... track them down yourself.. .cheaply, easily!!! 
Money back guarantee, $4.00, Postpaid. LSP, Box 
163/SF, Wamego, KS 66547. (73) 

THE FLYING EAGLE: Finest laser color reproductions of 
the ultimate Bald Eagle photograph. 12 x 20, $15. 
Beautiful Eagle cards, $2. DR. HUNTER, Box 10-888, An¬ 
chorage, Alaska 99511. (67) 

I.D. CARDS & CERTIFICATES. C.I.A., Special Forces, 
Rangers, Seal Team, Recon, Scout-Sniper, S.O.G., Para- 
Rescue, Airborne, Weapons Expert, Martial Arts, Police. 
Large Selection with your Name, Rank. Unit, etc. Il¬ 
lustrated Brochure $1.00. KENWOOD ASSOCIATES, Box 
66, Dept. 1, Long Green, MD 21092. (67) 

FIRST SHOT CONFIDENCE! Hostage & Situation Tar- 
gets. Sample Pack $10.00. 8787 Hammerly, Unit 1012, 
Houston, TX 77080. (66) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Gre¬ 
nades) — An essential part of the survlvalist’s Inventory. 
Excellent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signal¬ 
ing, fire drills, etc. Large generating capacities and ex¬ 
tremely dense smoke. All fresh and fully guaranteed. We 
pay shipping charges in U.S.A. Send $2.00 (refundable 
with order) for catalogue of these and other important 
products. SIGNUS, Box 33712-K, Phoenix, AZ 8506 7. (67) 

VIETNAM^VETERANS. Gallantry Cross and Campaign 

Medal Certificates of Decoration. $3.00 each, both $5.00. 
Full refund If not satisfied. JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 
Noah, St. Louis, MO 63135._ 

MEET YOUR MARK! Hostage & Situation Targets. Sam¬ 
ple Pack $10.00. R. TINNING, JR., 8787 Hammerly, Unit 
1012, Houston, TX 77080. (66)_ 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED, bodyguard, courier, armed 
cover, anything, total discretion, immediate reply, 
thorough. Mitch Cantrell, 3508 Topeka, Corpus Christ!, 
TX 78411. (69) _ 

HIGH PAYING JOBS!!! Overseas, Domestic, Offshore, 

Onshore!!! Details $1.00. ICA, Box 73542 SF, Houston, 

TX 7727a (66) 


CAMOUFLAGE HANDKERCHIEFS/ Bandannas, $2.50; 3 
for $6.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM! The feared and formi¬ 
dable Chinese Black Cobra style of oriental combat. A 
killing and mutilating art with advanced dynamic medita¬ 
tions to develop the unstoppable mental state and pow¬ 
ers. Fully illustrated $9.95 + 1.00 p/h. Check or money 
order to: GREEN DRAGON SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 6810 
Norlh Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60626. (67) 

G! CAMOUFLAGE CLOTH. Genuine. Manufactured for 
military combat clothing. Free swatches, pricelist. Send 
stamped envelope. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS; 
Dept. A64, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

MERC FOR HIRE: 43, anything, anywhere, work alone, 
short term only. Bounty Hunting. Will take commission 
job. JIM, P.O. Box 413, Fair Oaks, CA 95628. (70) 

LOCKSMITHING, General & Automotive. UNLIMITED IN- 
FORMATION — $2.00 (unconditionally refundable if un¬ 
satisfied). L.A.N.D.I.S., 625 Post Street, #1048F, San 
Francisco, CA 94109. (75) 

GERMAN WWII — Militaria, records, flags, knives. Send 
for free list: HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indianapolis, IN 
46203. (6B) 

GENUINE MEDALS — Coliect/Replace Missing" 

U.S./Foreign Decorations. Purple Heart $40.00; Silver 
Star $40.00; Bronze Star $35.00; Legion of Merit $35.00; 
Armed Forces Expeditionary $15.00; Vietnam Service 
$15.00; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar $25.00. Add 
stamp in trade and $3.00 Postage. Most others available. 
S.A.S.E. FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 
Naples Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (73) 

NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Use our address as 
yours. Keep your true Identity and location secret. De¬ 
tails: M.K. & ASSOCIATES, Box 8-F, Buffalo, NY 14212. 
( 66 ) 


OFFICIAL SOF 
BERET & INSIGNIA 

TOP QUALITY RED 
BERET made to U.S. Gov’t specifica¬ 
tions $13.00 postpaid SOF COLORED 
ENAMELED INSIGNIA $7.00 post¬ 
paid. Specify beret size. 

SOF EXCHANGE - P.O. Box 687 
— Boulder CO 80306 


COLLEGE DIPLOMA — 1 DAY. Diploma lost or dam¬ 
aged? Most schools available for immediate delivery. Ex¬ 
acting reproductions Including seals & colors. Inquiries 
confidential. Color catalogue $3. ALUMNI ARTS, Dept. 
SF3, Box 552, Grants Pass, OR 97526. 

VALID PASSPORT to qualified applicants. Financial and 
clean record very important. For information send $5 to 
cover handling and postage. EL PUNTO COSTARRI- 
CENSE, Box 90, Paseo Estudiantes 1002, Costa Rica. 
(67)_ 

CONFISCATED EQUIPMENT, Autos, Trucks, Boats, Air¬ 
craft, seized by US Government. All Items must be 
disposed by bid — information $5.00. CANTRELL, 550 
Roblnhood, Watkinsvllle, GA 30677, Dept. 12-1. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assasination research 
materials available: Zapruder film, photographs, 
videocassettes, literature, recordings. $1.00 for pam¬ 
phlets. Box 114, Beaconsfield, Quebec, Canada. (69) 

FORMER AIRLINE PILOT - unemployed. Will fly 
anything, anywhere. In Americas — south to north, etc. 
Needs new career. (312) 725-1241. (66) 

RANGER and Pathfinder school diplomas. Vietnam ser¬ 
vice certificates. College and military documents. Send 
self addressed stamped envelope for list. D. EWING, 
Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. 

INTERNATIONAL DRIVER’S PERMIT, Police/Security 
badges custom made, mlsc. ID, catalog, SASE and 75<t. 
WILSON, P.O. Box 380384-F, San Antonio, TX 78280. (68) 

VIETNAM MAPS KIT - 10 different, 1960’s Mili- 
tary/lntelllgence maps detail tribes, roads, military re¬ 
gions, relief, etc. $3.95 complete! MESA, Drawer 
774019*FG, Steamboat, CO 80477. (66) 

HARDER HOMES and Gardens! Bulletproof House! 
Simplified, light, thin, economical method revealed! 
New, lllustated book, $8.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FH, 
Steamboat, CO 80477. 

THE SURVIVAL ENCYCLOPEDIA! Retreating, storage, 
weapons, solar bunkers, maps, plans, checklists, com¬ 
bat, power, disaster skills, demolitions, NBC de¬ 
fense/decontamination, shelters, survival chemicals, 
medicine — MUCH MORE! Big, illustrated volume — 
$12.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FJ, Steamboat, CO 80477. 


TATTOOING EQUIPMENT. Colors, machines, designs, 
everything needed to start you in business. Send $1.00 
for catalog to: S&W TATTOOING, Box 263 SF, East 
Northport, NY 11731. (68) 

.50 CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your den, gun 
room, place of business with Impressive and unique wall 
display of authentic .50 cal. shells 5Vfe” long, complete 
with intact copper projectiles, no powder. Original 
1943-4 Frankford Arsenal War Issue, including steel links 
for continuous belt. Excellent condition. Super-large 100 
rounds nearly 9 ft. long $53.50 plus $8.00 shipping; 50 
rds. $29.50 plus $5.00; 25 rds. $17.50 plus $4.00. Also 
have artillery shells, etc. JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cottage 
Grove, Chicago Heights, IL 60411. (312) 758-2138. 

FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1.00. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (68) 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Get 
started In a high paying career. FREE information. Write 
CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, Box 1894A, Provo, UT 
84604. (66) 

MARAUDER’S SURPLUS: A complete listing of elite 
commando and regular army surplus, at the best prices 
In the country. Send $1.00 for catalogue to MARAUDERS 
ARMY SURPLUS, 8588 Mckee Road, Upatoi, GA 31829. 
( 66 )_ 

QUIT YOUR JOB! Work own hours. 200 PROVEN get-rich 
businesses, each detailed. $15. CAT ENT., P.O. Box 
7005B, Las Vegas, NV 89170. (68) 

FOR HIRE — Vietnam veteran knowledgeable in small 
arms, tactics and medicine. Short term preferred. Box 
43022, St. Louis, MO 63143. (67) 

BECOME GUN DEALER! ’’Obtaining Federal Firearms 
Licenses,” samples, illustrations, $2.95! “Gun Dealer’s 
Wholesale Directory,” best prices, $2.95! “Federal 
Firearms Laws,” $2.95 ALL THREE BOOKLETS $6.50! 
MESA, Drawer 774019-FM, Steamboat, CO 80477. 

COVETED BLACK BELT CERTIFICATE: Now available 
based upon Life Experience. Standard certificate $9.95, 
Deluxe certificate $24.95. Wallet size ID card $4.95. Send 
detailed history of life experience qualifications with 
check or money order to: LIFE EXPERIENCE SYSTEMS, 
P.O. Box 68231, Oak Grove, OR 97268. Certificates sign¬ 
ed by ranking Black Belt. 

50,000 BIG MAPS! USSR, Togo, Vietnam, Ohio — 
ANYPLACE! Catalog $3.00 (refundable). MESA, Drawer 
774019-FQ, Steamboat, CO 60477. _ 

SURVIVAL KNIVES!! Extravagant selection, superlative 
uncompromising quality, premium professional grade, 
select factory production, boot/hideout/combat/at- 
tack/flghting/battle/warf are/conceal men t/self-de- 
fense/hunting/camping/skinning/hiking/backpack- 
ing/utility knives. EVERYTHING from swordcanes, push 
daggers, hollow-handles, hatchets, throwers, razors, to 
icepicks. NO irregular factory rejects; NO shabby im¬ 
ported imitations; NO disgusting flimsy replicas; NO 
cheap mickey mouse promotional GARBAGE! Just the 
absolute FINEST quality available. 100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed, quantity DISCOUNTS to 35%, expeditious 
AIRMAILED shipments, detailed-itemized-involces, 
responsible/efficient/personalized customer service, 
plus FREE “Surprise" GIFTS! Informative (AIRMAILED!) 
Photographic (40+ page) Reference/Specifica¬ 
tions/Catalogue, $2.00. SELECTLINE, (established 1977), 
Box 391SFFF, P.C., Hawaii, 96782-0391. (69) 

BOUNTY HUNTING — legal for anyone and very profit¬ 
able! For legal statutes and employment information 
send $2.00 and SASE. Rush orders $3.00 cash. RE¬ 
SEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 152, Depew, NY 14043. (68) 

MAILORDER MAYHEM! Source directory for the un¬ 
usual: Survival, Fireworks, Weapons, More! $8.95 ppd. 
J.B.S. ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 24135A, Apple Valley, 
MN 55124. (67) 


SURVIVALISTS 

Get My New Survival Book 
CATALOG. Call (216) 
530-4037 for your free Catalog 
or Rush $ 1.00 Cash to: 

KEN HALE (109) 
OHIO 44437-0395 USA 

(No Collect Calls Please) 
“LEARN TO SURVIVE” 

Paperbacks 


Comm. Guerrilla Warfare.$ 4.50 

CJSMC Hand To Hand Combat ..$ 3.00 

RangerTraining. $10.00 

U.S. Army Guer. Warfare.$10.00 

City Survival/Resistance.$ 6.00 


(Dealer Inquiries Welcome) 
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CHEMICAL LANCE: Large 4 oz. aersol can, Police Model 
(non-lethal weapon). Contains C.S. One spray and they 
realty go down. We are liquidating the last of the 
factory’s production. This stuff is really mean. Packed 
100 per case. Can is 6 inches tall. $2.50 per can in case 
lost. For larger quantities, let's make a deal. API. Miami, 
Florida. (305) 633-1524. (67) 

MILITARY RESUMES: SASE for info. BARTANO, Box 
3443, Santa Barbara, CA 93105. (67) 

MERCENARY TRAINING AND RECRUITMENT wanted. 
Expert in small arms and rifles. Very dependable. B. 
Oswalt, 2709 Fackler, Elyria OH 44035. (66) 

WANTED BLACK BELT INSTRUCfOR^male or female m 

NJ for individual instructions. Paul Allen, 1222A Tartan 
Lane, Austin, TX 78753. (66) 

“TOP SECRET!!” Remailing/Forwarding lowest rates. 
Services: You name it! Prepaid stamped remails .75c. In¬ 
fo: SASE to GULF COASTS, Box 6237, Ft. Myers Beach, 
FL 33931. (68) 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

• Over 40,000 Items in Stock • 

S.S. Viking Dlv. Ring 

Large Size Only. In 
Hea\y Silver Plate... 

I $20.00 


Black S.S. Caps 

M-43 Take down style. 

Metal eagle & buttons 
S-M & Lg. Sizes... 

$18.00 

or S.S. Officers 

(w/Silver-top trim)...$25,00 
Our NEW 224 page fully Illustrated relic 
Collectors Catalog. J3.00/FREE with order 

W.W. 2 PRODUCTS LTD. 

P.O. BOX 2063-F ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 


PARKERIZING TO U.S. MILITARY SPECIFICATIONS. 

Pistols, rifles and shotguns, $27.50, includes return 
postage. TEXAS ARMAMENT CO. 905 Pecan St., 
Brownwood TX 76801. (915) 646-5827. (67) 

SS CAMOUFLAGE. Double sided foresl pattern fabric. 
New highest quality. January 1983 list 5/20® stamps. 
O’TOOLE, P.O. Box 12670, Seattle, WA 98111. (206) 
285-0294. (66) 

SOUTHEAST ASIA Wargames, 2nd Place! 5” 7 color 
patch, $6.50. Window Decal, $2.50. A.H.A, Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221 

STATE GUN LAWS — Specify state, $2.95. FEDERAL 
GUN LAW — Rare indexed edition, $3.95. ILLUSTRATED 
GUN DEALER TRAINER — Third edition, $5.95. All three 
manuals ONLY $11.00! MESA, Drawer 774019 (5), Steam¬ 
boat, CO 80477. 

WIRETAP DEFEAT MECHANISM: Incredible new device 
turns off automatic recording controls on your tele¬ 
phone line $100.00. TELEPHONE LINE MONITOR: 
meters show line voltage and current draw. Unit detects 
series and line powered bugs, hot mikes, mike tel and 
other types of eavesdropping, $100.00. A.T.I.S., Box 
4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

“ELECTRONIC DETONATION: Methods of Improvisa- 
tion" — incredible manual reveals secret techniques 
used by professional operatives (schematics included). 
$15.00. A.T.I.S., Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

REMOTE CONTROL MADE EASY — this manual shows 
how to do exactly what the title says, $10.00. Send $2.00 
extra for our remote control products catalog (Catalog 
R), A.T.I.S., Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE: Incredible manual, 
"Homebrew Bugging,” outlines wiretapping, bugging 
and many other ingenious, yet simple techniques used 
by professional operatives, $15.00. A.T.I.S.. Box 4068, 
Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

CATCH THE SCUMBAGS! Our new manual “Counter- 
measure Cookbook” shows how to build inexpensive 
and outlandish security systems such as remote control 
of tear gas bombs, high voltage, recorders, cameras and 
explosives. Send $3.00 for book (Catalog B) to A.T.I.S., 
Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

MINIATURE FM WIRELESS TRANSMITTER 2”xi”x%" 

will transmit sound for several hundred feet. Best unit on 
the market, $30.00 ea., 3 for $75.00. CRYSTAL CONTROL 
MINIATURE TRANSMITTER S55.00. A.T.I.S., Box 4068, 
Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

TELEPHONE TRANSMITTER $50.00 (available to law en- 
forcement personnel only). Schematics are available to 
the public for $5.00. Send $2.00 for information on equip¬ 
ment available to law enforcement agencies. A.T.I.S., 
Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

automatic Telephone recording device will 

synchronize any cassette recorder with remote jack to 
telephone use, $20.00. TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 
$30.00, VOX unit $35.00. Send $3.00 for our electronic 
catalog (Catalog E), A.T.I.S., Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 
48126. 




NEED WEAPONS? BECOME GUN DEALER AT HOME! 
Gun Dealer Instruction Course, 20 chapters, $4.95, 
Federal Laws, $2.50, Your State Laws, $2.50, 500 Whole¬ 
salers, $3.50, Machine Gun License Manual, Forms, 
$3.50, Concealed Gun Permits, $2.50, All Publications 
Above $13.95, Free Catalog, REDDICK, 1821-H Bacon, 
San Diego, 92107. 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, your design, low 
minimum. Identify, promote reward with emblems. Free 
booklet. EMBLEMS, Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561. (68) 

OFFICIAL FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT. ATF 

Forms, instructions and wholesale sources of firearms, 
ammo and accessories. Send $4.95, S.G.S.E., P.O. Box 
780, Mocksville, NC 27028. (68) 

SOLDIER FOR HIRE. Expert small arms rifles. Demoli¬ 
tions. Prefer South Africa, all offers considered. No 
James Bond or Super Spook. Just good soldier. Contact: 
RT, P.O. Box 18039, Orlando. FL 32860. (66) 

RANDALL KNIVES**‘NOW!! NORDIC KNIVES has over 
100 genuine RANDALL MADE KNIVES In stock at all 
times. You can get your RANDALL knife in just days in¬ 
stead of waiting over 2 years for delivery. Send a large 
SASE for a free list — OR — for only $2.00 we will send 
the list plus glossy color photos of the knives plus Ran¬ 
dall’s latest catalog. Send to: NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4, 
Copenhagen Dr., Solvang, CA 93463. Phone (805) 
688-3612. (67) 

KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap 
aluminum. $7.00 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MAT¬ 
THEWS POLICE SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 
28105. (70) 

MAN FOR HIHE: Army Vet seeking short-term work. 
Most anything-make offer. JOE, P.O. Box 290, Clarendon 
Hills, IL 60415. (72) 


“DEADLY FORCE” (Riot-Gun), and “Protected By 
Owner" (AR-15) deterrent decals. Graphic! Effective! 
$2.00 ea. or four for $7.00 ppd. Our $1.00 Security/Sur¬ 
vival Catalog, free with order. TSS, P.O. Box 523, Wash¬ 
ington, MO 63090. (67) 

FIREWORKS — Fun, safe, patriotic; top quality, lowest 
prices: countless items; illustrated catalogue $1.00 J 
(refundable). PYRO-SONIC DEVICES, Box 711 S13, 
Grand Haven. Ml 49417. (76) 


MAC-SOG T-SHIRTS. The famous design on an O.D. 
Shirt, 4 color design $7.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. _ 

WWH GERMAN SPLINTER (Army) pattern camouflage. 
Highest quality fabric. January 1383 list 4/20® stamps. 
Wrap around tunics. O’TOOLE, P.O. Box 12670, Seattle, 
WASF9&111.(67) __ 

PATTON, ROMMEL, authentic 8”xt0" photcgraphs. Also 
MacArthur, Von Rundstedt, Lee, Jackson, Custer, $2.95 
ea. ppd.; 3 or more $1.95 ea. ppd. MAR-STAR, 718 E. 
Liberty Dr., Wheaton, (L 60187. 

ELECTRONIC INTELLIGENCE GEAR: Send first class 
stamp for tree catalog. S.E. CORP., Box 1132-SF, Ycrba 
Linda, CA 92686. (68) 

MILITARY RADIOS; Use the best - PRC 77’s complete, 
reacy to use (have 3), $400. Other vehicle and back-pack 
radios also, SASE and $1 to: BYRNE, Box 13382, Securi¬ 
ty, CO 80913. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR HIRE - Ex-Marine of- 
ficer ’Nam Vet, Bounty Hunter for the elite and well-to-do 
only!!! Well experienced in armed courier duty, missing 
children, collection, surveillance, executive bodyguard. 
Reply with P.O. Box or phone number to VALLEY INTL., 
P.O. Box 2092, Rockford, IL 61130. (67) 


MOVE ABROAD! Fulfill your romantic fantasies. Wom¬ 
en! Money! Adventure! Call Anita Lucas. (312) 262-9800 
Ext. 196. (66) 


USMC VET, platoon leader Vlamam, Combat experienc¬ 
ed. Wants high risk work overseas. Also courier, 
bodyguard, security, etc. Call Don (913) 462-2489. (67) 


EXPLOSIVE BULLETS - .22 Rim Fire Explosive and In¬ 
cendiary Ammunition — This book describes 9 varieties 
with safe, complete, easy to follow manufacturing in¬ 
structions, terminal effects and more. $9.95 Postage 
Paid (U.S.) — MKBS PUBLICATIONS, 4111 Lincoln Blvd., 
Box 353-S, Marina Del Rey, CA 90291. (67) 

WORK^VANTED: USMC~65-66, 3rd Mar Div. Needs an- 

other war. HUGHES, R.D. #4, Box 1690, Lebanon, PA 
17042. (66) 

DOG TAGS, Genunie Gl — Commando Black or Stain¬ 
less Steel. SASE to RANGER ROY, 3605 Arctic, Box 
1449, Anchorage, AK 99503. (68) 

WANTED SURPLUS EQUIPMENT: Military, Survival, 
Sporting. TROGON SURVIVAL PRODUCTS, Box 51, Par- 
amus, NJ 07652. (66) 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: Genuine G.l. mainstays from 
Korea to Nam. PRC-10 Backpack Radio, 38-54 MHz FM 
transceiver with accessories: $39.50, 2/$77.50. R-174 
Military Communications Receiver, tunes 1.5-18 MHz, 
AM, CW, SSB, military, shortwave, amateur radio fre¬ 
quencies: mint $47.50; good, $27.50. VRC-7 Vehicular 
Radio Set, factory mint in original cartons (RT-70 
Transceiver, Audio Amplifier, Power Supply, Acces¬ 
sories): $137.50. ARC-27 Aircraft Guard Receiver, 
receives 220-250 MHz AM, mint: $12.50. H-113 Ear¬ 
phones: $4.50, 3/$12. Add $9.50 shipping-handling. 
PRC/VRC/GRC manuals, parts, tubes, accessories info 
send S.A.S.E, 45 Day Replacement Guarantee. 
BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 
44870. 

PYRO SUPPLIES, M60 Blockbuster casings, fuse, caps, 
rocket supplies, more! Catalog $1.00. NORSTARR PRO¬ 
DUCTS, P.O. Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. (79) 

URGENT — IMPORTANT AND DELICATE MISSION in 

African Zone, want several top flight mercenaries — ex¬ 
perience necessary. Working knowledge of French. 
Send background information and photo to: MONSIEUR 
GUERIN, P.R. 50, Paris 75001, France. Interviews in 
Paris. 

MERC FOR HIRE: Ex-Airborne; Ex-Military Policeman; 
Ex-Infantry line rat; Ex-Reconnaissance. Much combat 
experience. Any cause, but red. Write: Occupant, P.O. 
Box 152, Ontario, OR 97914. (66) 

EX-A.P. SMALL ARMS EXPERT, 37, experienced in 
security. Work Wanted: Bodyguard, all type security, 
Bounty, Backup, Professional helper. CHARLES 
MOORE, Route 3, Box 62, EuDora, MS 39744. Phone (601) 
256-7146. 

REMAIL — from Las Vagas. Send $1.00 and stamped ad¬ 
dressed envelope to: SHANNON, P.O. Box 65268, Las 
Vegas, NV 89185-0268. (67) 

AIRBORNE! Five day jump school taught by leading air¬ 
borne instructor/jumpmaster. Five qualifying static line 
jumps. Room, board, Instruction and equipment provid¬ 
ed. Contact: DEPT. C, P.O. Box 66, Zephyrhills, FL 33599. 

VIETNAM VETERANS STATUE. Antique bronzetone 
finish, designed by Marine combat vet., powerful state¬ 
ment. Free color brochure. Great gift, only $65.00 
FORGOTTEN WARRIOR COMPANY, 1234 East Broad 
St., Suite, C, Columbus, OH 43205. 


U.S. Mk2 PINEAPPLE GRENADES w/Moving parts 
(replica), $7.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

GUNSHIP PATCH: Embroidered insignia for Gunship 
“TRAIL BLAZER’ 1 from Vietnam War. $6.00. J. STROUP, 
P.O. Box 1043, Warren, OH 44482. 

FOR HIRE — Security team, will travel. Salvage/commis- 
sicn projects considered. Call TROY (214) 224-4312, cr 
TVM, 2925 LBJ Frwy. #180-223, Dallas, TX 75134. (69) 

RIFLE TARGETS — CUSTOM MADE, life size enemy 
figures, in color and detail. $1.00 for catalog to: 
TARGETS. P.O. Box 3431, Shreveport, LA 71133-3431. 

FIREWORKS SUPPLIES, DISCOUNT LOW! LOW! prices. 
Tubes, plugs, shells, mortars, tooling, much more SAM¬ 
PLE KIT $3.98 or SASE for price list. NORMICO IN¬ 
DUSTRIES, 1025 Jefferson Street, Suite 100, Santa Clara, 
CA 95050. (69) 

GREAT GIFT: MAGNUM KEY CHAIN, your choice of 
calibers, 357-44-45. New bullets in once fired cases. 
$3.00 to RALPH GREGORIO, Box 47, Ossipee, NH 03864. 

“NUKE THE BASTARDS” Bumper Sticker. $2.00. P.W., 
Dept. SF, Rt. 2, Box 125A f Prudenvtlle, Ml 48651. 

AVAILABLE: 2W/Ms, 20s, 4 yrs. RA, 95B20V5, 
trained/worked: covert opns., investigations, most small 
arms and MGs, combat and protective serivces. Work as 
team, 1 now. 2nd In April, prefer S. Africa, but all offers 
seriously considered. Contact: GEORGE c/o 3726 Tracy 
St., Los Angeles, CA 90027 or (213) 665-0075. 

SPECIAL FORCES T-SHIRT, "Mess With The Best: Die 
Like The Rest," 3 color design, $7.50. A.H.A., Box 21606. 
Denver, CO 80221. 


SURVIVAL 


Desert Survival Tactics 

Dave Ganci, Director, with 20 years of field 
experience. Outdoor Survival Instructor for 
Arizona State University. Desert Survival 
Instructor for the U.S. Military. 

Weekend and week-long courses offered tn 
the Spring and Summer of 1983. 

AOl 

Arizona Outdoor Institute 
15201 N. Cave Creek Rd.-SF 
Phoenix, AZ 85032 

mi) 97 1 -1 9m 


MX. MILITARY, SURVIVAL MONTHLY. CgUfl'ItB 
articles, features. 3 lQ Yr. $ 17.50-2 Yrs., U.S.,C^iad 3 ; 

Yr., Foreign. |Valid to ra&3.) MX, P.O. Box 3, Dept. SF. 
Torrington, CT 06790. 


SURVIVE NATURAL AND MAN MADE DISASTERS. Kits, 
equipment and food. Send $2.00 for catalog. A & H 
TRADING COMPANY, Box 111 A, Deltavilte, VA 23034. 

CONFIDENTIAL REMAILING for office’s clients. SASE. 
Attorney David 1. Harkcom, 527 — 15th Street, Moline, IL 
61265. 


TOP RISK ACTION GROUP. Do you qualify? No reds, 
JOE, P.O. Box 2094. Chapel Hill, NC 27514, (67) 

STEROIDS — Size Strength Aggressiveness. Where to 
get them. What to pay. What works. UNDERGROUND 
STEROID HANDBOOK tells all. Send $6 to OEM, 1716 
Main St., #193, Los Angeles, CA 90291. 
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WANTED: WORK WITH MERCENARY. Age 25. Anything, 
anywhere for the right price. Will accept red action; high 
risk situations OK. Experienced: 2-ton truck, tractor, 
medium arms. Contact: Dennis J. Mickey, 6635 Cornell 
Drive, Alexandria, VA 22307. 

GERMAN WWH NSDAP FLAG, (45”x54"), $19.95; Arm- 
band, $9.95. Both hand-sewn quality reproductions. 
Send to: THE COUNTING HOUSE, P.O. Box 457-SF2, 
Frewsburg, NY 14738. 

DESERT CAMOUFLAGE SUITS, New Issue, in Small- 
XLarge $48.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
Mastercard and VISA accepted! 

CRIMEFIGHTERS. Send $2.00 for Police Catalog. BPEC, 
Dept. SF1182, 17122 Bellflower Blvd., Bellflower, CA 
90706. (76) 

INSIGNIA COLLECTORS. Send $1.00 for list or $6.00 for 
12 monthly lists. BAIRD'S COLLECTABLES, Box 444, 
Dept. SF1282, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (70) 

25 WAYS TO KILL, $3.00. SECRETS TO KARATE! $3.00. 
Mercenary Pen Pals, $2.00. How to Get Even! $3.00. RCA, 
Box 684, Russellville, AR 72801. (68)_ 

MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important 
weapon. Research report with dosage guide, covers 
compounds that improve reaction time, memory and 
learning ability. Only $5.00. POLARIS, Box 50118, 
Chicago, IL 60650. 

CHARLIE’S ANGELS—FOR REAL. Highly trained female 
agent, personal security or special missions, $1,000/day 
plus exp. CHARLIE, P.O. Box 441095, Aurora, CO 80044. 

ATTENTION COLLECTORS, RARE FIND. Original 
flashlights made for 10-B HIGHSTANDARD Police 
Shotgun, brand new, serial numbered in manufacturers 
box. Bank checks only. $49.95. Free shippping same day. 
K & M ENTERPRISES, 2950 Ocean Blvd., Bldg. 4-5, 
Stuart, FL 33494. (305) 283-8049. 

BERETS OF THE WILD GEESE, as seen in the movie, Of¬ 
ficer’s Beret w/insignia $21.00, Enlistedman’s w/insignia 
$18.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

AIR AMERICA T-SHIRT. Silk screened shirt with pocket. 
Spepify size — $12.00. Satisfaction guaranteed or 
money refunded. K.R., P.O. Box 601, John Day, OR 
97845. 


CUSTOM BOOT KNIVES, Daggers, Fighters, 
Tomahawks. Reasonable. $1.00 for brochure. Ex-Marine 
Sgt. MORGAN KNIVES, 14689 Ellett Rd., Beloit, OH 
44609. 

FREE HYPNOSIS MAGAZINE. Amazing hypnosis train¬ 
ing book — $6. Limited offer. Actual Police Academy 
training manual. $6. Specify cassette or book. MYTHOS 
INTERNATIONAL. SF83, P.O. Box 7302, Akron, OH 
44306-0302. 

BODYGUARDS WANTED. Male/Female for elite service 
now forming. Send SASE for information to: THE PRO¬ 
TECTORS, P.O. Box 43777, Las Vegas. NV 89116. (68) 

COMPUTERIZED MAILING LISTS!! 39 Categories of 

Buyers for You Sellers. SASE. David S. Oyog, Inc., P.O. 
Box 1201-H, Manteca, CA 95336. 

FOR SALE—U.S. MILITARY AMPHIBIOUS 6x6 Model 
DUKW mfg. by G.M.C. complete, excellent condition, 
operational. 37‘x8\ Hull in good shape, with extra set of 
tires. New winch. Write NORTHERN ORDNANCE SUPP¬ 
LY CO., P.O. Box 43, South Waterford, ME 04081. 

KUNG FU MASTER BOOKS. Dragon's Touch: Pressure 
points scientifically analyzed and explained. 175 pages 
$15.95. A Path to Mastery: System for peaking power, 
speed, accuracy in kicking and punching $6.95. Physical 
Strength and Conditioning: Muscular power without 
weights. $5.95. A.B. PUBLICATIONS, 1311 Andover, 
Richmond. VA 23229._ 

MILITARY MAPS! Hundreds of large, topographic, Army 
maps. Plus CIA maps! List $2.00. DTI, 323 Franklin Blvd. 
South, #804-D77F, Chicago, IL 60606. 


LASER ENGRAVED: 
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CUSTOM DESIGN 


"THE REAPER" 


GUN GRIPS 


SELF DEFENSE COURSE that can save your lifel Sam¬ 
ple lesson - $2.00 to: THE FIGHTFR’S EDGE PUBLICA¬ 
TIONS, P.O. Box 29373, Dept. SF1, Cleveland, OH 44129. 


FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT $4.00! Applications, 
instruction, wholesalers, free phones, salestips, records 
discount. DTI, 323 Franklin South, #8Q4-D77F, Chicago, 
IL 60606. 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Win custody, pro¬ 
perty you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book 
$14.95. Guaranteed. Details 25$. EDEN, Box 8410-DD, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708. (71) 

CLANDESTINE SAFE OPENING DEVICES. Report 
describes devices that enable you to open combination 
safe locks, when the combination is unknown, without 
damaging the safe. Report: $3.00. Catalog: $1.00. CAN¬ 
NIBAL’S, P.O. Box 692, Champaign, IL 61820. 

STASH POWDERED VITAMIN C. Packed in sealed light- 
resistant brown bottle for longevity. One teaspoon 
equals three grams. Three pounds, ful! year’s supply, 
$55.00. FITNESS SUPPLY, 1610 Christine, Wichita Falls, 
TX 76302. 


WHERE THE JOBS ARE: New report reveals the best 
areas in the world for employment, the highest employ¬ 
ment areas in this country and how you can get the best 
jobs. Send $3.00 to: ROMAN PRESS, Box 131-SF, 450 
Lakeville, Petaluma, CA 94952. 

SURVIVAL FOOD — Concentrated, compact, high in 
protein and meets nearly all nutritional requirements. 
Balanced diet with small volume and lasts for years 
upon years without special storage or refrigeration. No 
cooking, tablets or powder, and 50 lbs./person would 
last 3+ years. $50/lb. Send $2 for samples and catalog. 
DR. Birkins, RD4 Box 183 A, Washington, NJ 07882. (68) 



“Colorado Beaver Teeth" 

CERAMIC 
KNIFE SHARPENER 

Ten inch ceramic rods 
quickly & easily sharpen 
any knife! Just draw the 
blade down & across rods 
sharpens even the 
hardest steel, clean— 
needs no oil or water. 

Special Low Price 


Great Knives for Street or 
Wilderness Survival A 

(of Discount Prices) 

A. GERBER GUARDIAN— 

3 3/8" double edge 440-C 
steel blade & boot/belt A * 
sheath. *33.95 

B. GERBER MARK 1—4 3/4" 
double edge 440-C steel 

blade & sheath. $ 42.25 

MARK II—6 3/4" double edge blade 
with serrated edges near hilt for heavy 

cutting. *Not pictured. *50.50 

SURVIVAL 
CONSULTANTS 

P.O. Box 1232 
Unlontown, PA 15401 

Catalog 25‘/Free with order. 

Add $1.50 per item postoge. 


MAIL SECURITY lives up to its name. Incoming-outgoing 
all non-traceable. Details $2.00 (refundable), Box 399, 
Dickson, TN 37055. (69) 


LIFE SIZED TARGETS! A large 35”x45” target with full 
figure silhouette. Only $10.00 per dozen plus $2.50 for 
shipping and handling. Send $12.50 to: HPCo., P.O. Box 
440, Lafayette, IN 47902. 

COBRA MISSION TO TRANG BANG: 60 minute cassette 
recording of Cobra Gunship firefly mission; vicinity of 
Trang Bang, RVN, Spring 1969. Hear radio traffic involv¬ 
ing B-52 strikes, dustoffs, anti-aircraft guns, and the 
sound of mjnigun fire. Includes 40-page transcript book 
w/call signs and explanatory notes lo aid understanding 
this unique document. 12 pages Cobra pilots photos. 
Rare insiders look at Vietnam. Unconditional money 
back guarantee. Just $15 postpaid. BIEN HOA PRODUC¬ 
TION S. Dept. MAS, Box 56, Fa yetteville. AR 72702. (67) 

MERC FOR HIRE: Want to help people against com¬ 
munists and terrorists. Anywhere, long term. Tracy, R.R. 
12. Box 330G6. Indianapolis, IN 46236. _ a _ 

NEW FULLY ILLUSTRATED 22 page catalog of police, 
detective and seif-protection equipment. Send $1.00, 
credited to first order. ACE POLICE EQUIPMENT, Dept. 
241, 320 North Washington, Lan9ing, Ml 48933. (67) 


MILITARY SPECIFICATION AMMUNITION in stock. 
.2234119.90 per 1,000, .45 ACP4159.90 per 1,000, 
.380494.00 per 1.000, 30-06 $129.90 per 1,000 and 
.308499.90 per 1,000. American made, clean and ac¬ 
curate. Send certified funds and FFL to: AMC, 29897 
County Rd. 18 West, Elkhart, IN 46517. Call Toll Free 
(800) 348-7595 or (219) 293-3473. VISA and MC accepted 
with 5% extra. _ 

U.S. MEDAL, badges (1860-present), WWII German 
mnilltaria, monthly list, current issue 50c. HSE 
MILITARIA, Dept. SOF, 3794 Dianne Street, Bethpage, 
NY 11714. 



"WEST GERMANY" 
FORAGE CAPS 
OF THE ELITE 
ALPINE TROOPS 
"Criss Cross" weave 
cotton denim, with 
cloth insignia, crush 
proof bill, olive drab 
color. S,M,L,XL. 

NEW — $15.00 


EX-ARMY 


MILITARY CLOTHING & SURPLUS 

4629 WEST MYRTLE 
DEPT. SOF 

GLENDALE, AZ 85301 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE SECURITY EQUIPMENT 

(“World’s Greatest Selection!”) ... INVESTIGATORS’ 
SPECIALS. BIG BROTHER TELESCREEN - Electroni¬ 
cally See and Hear through walls, ceilings and floors! 
Complete Closed Circuit System includes Camouflaged 
Minicamera, Audio Transmitter and 12" Television 
Monitor, $395; WIRELESS FM TRANSMITTERS - 300’ 
Range — $40. 1,000’ Range — S75, Two Mile Range — 
$225; Vz Mile Range Telephone Transmitter, $145; 10 
hour PANASONIC® Recorder, $166; 24 hr. Recorder, 
$225; 2 hr. “Pocketsized” Microrecorder, $95; V.O.X. 
Voice Actuated Recording Switch, $65; Automatic 
"Phoneline” Recording Switch, $75; Supersensitive 
"hardwired” Microphone, $70; "Shotgun” Microphone 
with Recorder, Headphones and Case, $195; DAN GIB¬ 
SON® Parabolic Microphone, $499; Infinity Transmitter 
System, $595; "Sptkemike” with Amplifier. $350; 
KODAK® Surveillance Camera, $395; Unobtrusive 
Camera in Butane Lighter, $165; FEFBET® Transmitter 
Locater, $235; Telephone Voice Scramblers (set of two), 
$295; Telephone Eavesdropper Stopper, $75; CLIFTON® 
Telephone “Sweep” Countermeasure, $195; 2nd Genera¬ 
tion Passive Night-Vision Scope, $4,395; Infrared Night 
Vision Scope, $295; Magnesiumflouride Night-Vision 
Scope, $125; "Pocketsized" Metal Detector and Frisker, 
$35; Letferbomb Visualizer Spray, $35; Bulletproof Vest, 
$150; Drugs/Narcotics Analysts Kit, $150; Electrozapper 
7,000 Volt Detense Weapon, $29.95; PLUS+ many 
Technical Security Products Virtually Impossible to Ob¬ 
tain Elsewhere!!! All Products FULLY ASSEMBLED and 
GUARANTEED! Send orders: MICROTRON®, 500 
Hawley Building, Wheeling, WV 26003. VISA/MASTER¬ 
CARD CARDHOLDERS Call: (304) 233-8007 (New 1983 
Professionals’ Catalogue, $20, Refundable; General 
Catalogue, $2.00; Surveillance Device Schematics Port¬ 
folio, $20). 

NIGHT VISION SCOPE — See in the dark with only star¬ 
light, streetlights or moonlight available! Powerful Mag¬ 
nesiumflouride Optic illuminates persons, objects. Dur¬ 
able aluminum body, excellent image, detail quality 
meets government specifications. R.L.E. 97, 7” length, 
2Vi" diameter. Send $125 each: NATIONAL PHALANX®, 
Box 131, Bridgeport, OH 43912. (Technical Security Cata¬ 
logue, $20.00, Refundable. General Catalogue, $2,00). 

DEFENSE WEAPONS: "LAZERSTUN” — Shoots high in- 
tensity rays that blind!!! (CAUTION: Human Victims Pur¬ 
port TWENTY—MINUTE BLACKOUTS .. . DISORIENTA¬ 
TION .. FAINTING!!) Handheld. Fully assembled. Non- 
lethal. (Similar to device featured on television’s 
C.H.I.P.S.) Send $49.95 each: NATIONAL LAZERTEK, 
Box 6396, Wheeling, WV 26003. (Catalogue $5.00, refun¬ 
dable.) (67) 

EVERYTHING! You always wanted to know about em¬ 
ployment outside the U.S. but didn’t know where to look. 
This book has all the facts and contacts, a must for the 
adventurer. Send $10 check or money order to GLOBAL 
SERVICES #377, 4111 Lincoln Blvd., Marina Del Rey, CA 
90291._ 

SILENCERS. Illustrated instructions for building three 
different types, including a disposable mode! $5.00, no 
checks. POLARIS, Box 50118, Chicago, EL 60650. 

REGULATION EQUIPMENT — Badges, Collar and Lapel 
Accessories, $2.00 full color catalog, refundable on first 
order. GOLD SHIELD ASSOC., P.O. Box 94, Forest Hills, 
NY 11375. (67) 

MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere. Don’t got mad, 
get even. Work alone, short term, discreet, confidential- 
SKIPPER, P.O. Box 546455, Surf side, FL 33154. (70) 
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NEW! NOW! 

SELOUS SCOUTS TOP SECRET WAR 

Another Soldier of Fortune exclusive coup! In August 
1981, Robert K. Brown flew to the Transkei where he was 
the first journalist ever to interview Ron Reid Daly, former 
commanding officer of the Selous Scouts and presently a 
major general commanding the Defense Force of Transkei. 
Concurrently, he obtained exclusive North American 
distribution rights for the book, Selous Scouts Top 
Secret War. 

For the first time, the complete, inside story of the 
Rhodesian super-secret Selous Scouts has been told by their 
tough-as-teak CO. The Selous Scouts, utilizing “psuedo- 
gang concept” warfare rampaged through terrorist infiltrated 
territory, seeking out, tracking down and killing terrs. The 
Scouts also participated in some of the most daring and suc¬ 
cessful cross-border operations recorded in the annals of 
military history. They were credited with 68 percent of all 
terr KlAs! 

Probably the most bloody yet successful cross-border op 
was the Selous strike against a terr camp located at Pungwe, 
Mozambique. An air-photo reconnaisance mission over Mozambique alerted Rhodesia’s high com¬ 
mand to a buildup of terrorists at Pungwe. Then 72 Selous Scouts infiltrated Mozambique in cap¬ 
tured, camouflaged terr vehicles, raced to Pungwe base, fooled the terrs into thinking they were a 
resupply convoy and then opened fire. The final body count: 1,026 terrs dead, thousands 
wounded. No Scouts were killed, and only five wounded. 

As Reid Daly describes it in his book: 

“The parade ground suddenly opened up in front of them (the Scouts). There were few men in 
the column who did not gasp in amazement at the sight that greeted them — thousands of terrorists 
on parade. 

“There could never have been enough rehearsals, briefings and mental preparation to have 
readied them for the sight which met their eyes.” 

Reid Daley quotes one Scout: “I just hope we don’t run out of ammunition!” 

More than 4,000 unsuspecting ZANLA soldiers milled around the vehicles — “... at least one 
thing was crystal clear ... no one suspected they were Selous Scouts. 

“Then one terrorist looked into a soldier’s clearly European eyes and raised the alarm. The ef¬ 
fect was indescribable. 

“Two 20mm cannons, a .50 caliber Browning HMG, three .30 cal. Browning machine guns, 
one 12.7 Russian HMG and three twin 7.62 FN MAGs plus the individual infantry weapons carried 

by the Scouts opened up, all at the same time. 

“Hundreds of terrorists fell to the ground with the first 
onslaught of bullets, as though a gale force wind had blown them off 
their feet ... A sustained rate of fire was maintained until all move¬ 
ment on the parade ground had ceased. The crew of one armored 
car is credited with having killed 150 terrs.” 

NOW AVAILABLE, 424 page, 208,000-word combat classic 
contains 15 color photos, 89 black and white photos, 17 maps and 
diagrams. It also describes the activities of the most famous 
American mere to serve with, the Rhodesians, Maj. Jack Murphy. 

Every serious student or practitioner of unconventional 
and guerrilla warfare needs this book in his library! 


Please rush my copy of 

Selous Scouts Top Secret War 

($25 ea.. including postage and handling) to: 

Name____ 

Add. _ 

City ___ 

State_Zip_ 

Enclosed $_for_copies 

M/CD VISA □ 

Exp. Date___ 

Credit Card *__ 

Send to: PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 693, Dept. SS, Boulder, CO 80306 

Please allow 6 wks for delivery. 


Selous Scouts 

Top Secret War 
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Lt.Coi, Ron Reid Daly 
as told to p*ter Stiff 
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Bloodthirsty killers are stalking innocent victims. 
Power-hungry madmen are threatening democracy. 
Savage terrorists are trying to destroy our world. 

MACK BOLAN-THE EXECUTIONER, and ABLE 
TEAM and PHOENIX FORCE are always prepared for 
deadly combat with our enemies, always ready to defend 
and maintain personal freedom for civilized man. Their 
raw courage, nerves of steel and gut-chiiling missions 
deliver the action you want, the way you want it. 

Get into the action with MACK BOLAN, ABLE TEAM 
and PHOENIX FORCE, the most popular action 
adventure books in America. New titles are on sale every 
month wherever paperbacks are sold. 


Coming soon, Bolan and his avenger squads, ABLE 
TEAM and PHOENIX FORCE, join forces against the 
ultimate terrorist outrage-20 million Americans held 
hostage! Look for the 384-page Bolan Bestseller 
STONY MAN DOCTRINE. 

GOOD NEWS! These exciting books are now avail¬ 
able through a mail-order subscription service. For more 
information, please write: 

GOLD EAGLE READER SERVICE 
1440 S. Priest Drive - Dept. A 
Tempe, AZ 85282 
U.S.A. 
























